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Charles by fhe orace of God. Kinge 
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A Sacred heat infpires my Soul to trie 
£ XI Prayrs can give Me wbat tbe Warres denie, 
Three Crowns diftin&ly here in order do 
Prefent their objects to my kaowing view, 
Farths Crown lies bunbled at my foot, di[dain; | 
"Tias brigbt, but beavie, and witball but vain; d 
nd now by Grace a Crown of I borns l'ereet, ] : 
Sharp Yas this Crown, but not fo [barp as feet : E 
This was Chtifts crown,my book upon my bord 
Explains my heart, Mj Pope is in tby Word. 1 
My Starrie Crown of Glorie, laft I fce, 
45 full of fBliffe, as of Eternitie, E 
Now look behind,and midít moft troubled skies 
Behold, how: clearer 1 from darkaüeffe rife, E 
And ffand umovd triumpbant, like a Kock; 1 
Gainft all the waves,& winds tempeftuous fhock i 
50 like the Palm, which heavieft weights do triegl 
Vi tüe oppre[?  dotb ero more f!raight and bigh:: En 
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That Splendid, but yet toilíom Crown 


Regardlefly Tt trample down . 


With joie I take Hus Crown of thotii, 
Though sharp. ^t eaíte to be born . 


E o higentem rutilo gemmif micantem , 
£ 
Jt curi; Gxavidam sfernend calco Coronam. 


Spinolam, at fexti facilem , fue Spes mea hri 
FPuacilio, 20 non cíl txaetaxc molefum. . 


futernam, fecis fidei, jemferq;—be atam 
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EIKXCON BAZIAIKH, 


t "Upon His Majeflies calling. tbis Isfl 


"Parliament. 


3YIHis laft Parliament I called, not more 
by others advife, and necefsity ct 


ot n py. 


Ur mom amm - 


thought theright way of Parliaments moft fafe 


ed affairs would meet with fome pafsion and pre- 
1 
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weight of reafon I fhould counterpoize the over- | 
balancings of any factions. | 

I was indeed forry to hear, with what partiality | 
and popular heat Elections were carried in many 
places; yet hoping that the gravity and difcretion | 
of other Gentlemen , would allay and fix the 
Commons to a due temperament, guiding fome 
mens wel-meaning zeal by fuch. rules of mode- 
ration, as are beft both to preferve and reftore the 
health o! all States and Kingdoms ) no man was 
better plealed with the convening of this Parlia- 
ment, then My felf; who knowing beft the large- 
ieffe of mine own Heart toward My peoples 
good and juft contentment, plealed My felf moft 
in that good and firm underítanding , which 
would hence grow between Me and My people. 


All jealoufies being laid afide, My own and 


- My Childrens interefts cave Me many obligati- 


onstofeck and prefervethe love and welfare of 
My Subjects. "heonely temporall blefsing that 
s left to the ambition of juft Monarchs, as their 
greateft honour and fafety, next Gods protection; 
! cared not to leffen My feif in fome things of My 
Wwonted Prerogative, fince I knew I could be no 
lofer, 1f I might gain but a recompence in My 
Subjects affections. 

| intended not onely to oblige My friends, but 
Mine enemies alfo: exceeding cven the defires of 
thofe chat were factioufly dilcontented,if they did 
out precend to any modeftand fober fenfe, "The 


Ebr Baci. ; 

The ediwn and offences which fome mens ri. 
gour or remifsnes in Church, and State, had con- 
tracted upon My Government, l re(olved to have 


| expiated by Íuch Laws and regulations for the 


future, as might not onely re&tifie what was a- 
miífein practfe, but fupply what was defective 
in the conftituion : No man having à greater. 
zeal to fee Religion fettled, & preferved in. l'ruch, 
Unity, and Order, then My felf , whom it moft 
concerns both in piety, and policy ; as knowing, 
that, No flames of civil diffentions are more dan- 


| gerous, then thofe which make Religious preten- 
| fions the grounds of Factions. 


I refolved to reform what I (hould by free and 


| full advice in Parliament be convinced to. be a- 
| miffe; and to grant whatever my Keafon and 
|! Conícience told Me was fit to be defired; I wifh 


| T had kept My felf within thefe bouads, and. not 


fuffered My own Judgement to have been over- 


| born in fome things, more by others importuni. 
| ties, then their arguments; My confidence had 
| leffe betrayed My felt and My Kingdomes, to 
thofe advantages which fome men foughtfor, 


who wanted nothing but power and occaíion to 


! do mifchief. 


But our fianes being ripe, there was no pre- 
venting of Gods Juítice, from reaping that glo- 
ry in our Calamities, which we robb'd him ot in 
out Profperity. 


des 
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For thou ( O Lord) bafE. made us fee, tbat Refoluti- | 
ens of future (Reforming, do not al'wayes fatis fe tby Tu- | 
f ice, nor prevent thy Vengeance for former mi[carriages. | 
Qu: ' ines baye overlaid 0nr hopes Thou baft taught 
tis t0 depend on thy mercies to forgive, not on our purpofe. 
to amend. 

W'ben tbou ba[l vindicated thy glory by thy judgements, 
and baft [hemed us bow unfafe it. is to offend tbee, upon | 
pre[umptions afterwards to pleafe thee. Then Etrufl tby | 
mercies vill vestore thofe. ble[sines to us "bich we bave. 
fo much abufed, as to force tbee to deprive us of. them. 

For vant of timely vepentance: of our, finnes, "Ibou | 
eiyesi us. cau e to repent. of thofe (Remedies we too late 
4p, apply. 

Yet I do not repent of. My calling this laf? Parliament; | 
becat je; O Lord, I did it with. an upright intention, to | 
Thy elory, anc 1 Mj peoples eopd. | 

Tie miferies anbich hol enfued upon. Me and. My 
Ring. loms, are the just effetks of. tby dij eafure upon us; 

and ma) d yet (througb tby mercy ) preparatives of us to | 
future ble[sings, and better bearts to enjoy tbem. 
pO Lord, though thou baft deprived us of. many former | 
comforts, yet grant Me and My people the benefit of. our | 
af iCEions , and thy cha$h[ements, that thy rod as well as. | 
thy flaf may comfort us : T ben [Pall ye dare to account 
them the [lrokes not of an Enemy, but. a. Father :. woben 
thou cive[? us tbofe bumble affections, tbatmeafure of pa-. | 
JS m repentauce, wbich becomes tby. children; I fhall | 
bave no caufe to repent tbe miferies this Parliament batb. | 


cccaft- 


Eigài Bacon. $ 
occa ioned, ben by them tbou baf- brougbt Me and My 
(People, unfeignedly to repent of the fines ee baye con- 
vitted. 

Thy Grace is infinitely better with our fuffecings then 
our (Peace could be With our. [innes. 

0 thou Sovereigne Goodne[Je and Wifdome,wbo over- 
ruleft all our Counfels , over-rule al[o all our bearts; That 
the "wor[e things we fuffer. by thy dufHice, the better Y»e 
may be by tby Mercy. 

Js our. [mnes bae turned our Antidotes into Poyfon, 
fo let tby Grace turn our (Poyfons into /4ntidotes. 

As the fins of our. Peace difpofed us. to this unbappy 
War, [olet tbis War prepare us for th) bleffcd Peace. 

That although 1 bave but troublefome Kingdoms here, 
yet I may attain to that Kingdom of (Peace in My heart, 
and in thy Fieayen , which Chrift bath purcbafed, and 
thou, wilt give to thy Servant( tbougb a finer) for my 
Sayiours [ake, mens ! 


2. 'Üpon the Earl of. Straffords deatb. 


Looked upon my Lord of Strafford, as a Gen- 
| deman , whofe great abilities migh: makea 
Prince rather afraid , then afhamed to employ 
him, in the greateft affairs o£ State. : 
For thofe were prone to create in him great 
confidence of undertakings , and this was like 
enough to betray him to great errours, and many 
enemies : Whereof he could not but contract 
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good ftore , while moving in fo high a fphear, | 
and with fo vigorous a luftre , he muft needs (as 
theSun) raife many envious exhalations, which | 
condeníed by a popular odium , were capable to 
cafta cloud upon the brighteft merit and inte- 
grity. | 

Ihough I cannot in my judgement approve all 
he did, driven (it may be) by the necefsities of | 
times, and the temper of that people, more then | 
led by his own difpofition to any heighth and ri- 
gour of actions : yet Icould never be convinced 
ofany füch criminoufneffe in him, as willingly | 
to expofe his lifeto the ftroke of Juice, and ma- | 
lice of his enemies. | 

| never met with a. more unhappy conjun- | 
&ure of affairs , then in the bufineffe of that un. | 
fortunate Earl: when between my own unfatisfi- 
ednefle in Cenfcience , and a necefsity (as fome 
told me) of fatisfying the importunities of fome 
people ; I was perfwaded by thofe, that I think 
wifhed me well, to choofe rather what was fafe, 
then what feemed juft; preferring the outward 
peace of my Kingdoms with men, beforethat in- 
ward exactnelTe of Confcience before God. 

And indeed [ am fo farre from excufing or de- 
nying that complyance on My part (for plenary 
conlent it was not) to his deftruction, whom 
in my Judgement 1 thought not, by any clear 
Law guilty of death: That I never bare any touch 


of 


E267. Baetunt . p 


! of Conícience with greater regtet : which as a 


. 
, 


figne of my repentance , I have o&en with for- 


! row confefíed both to God and men, as an a&t of 


:] 
F 


fo finfull frailty, that it diícovered more a fear of 


! Man, then of God ; whofe name and place on 


earth no man is worthy to bear, who will avoid 
inconveniences of State , by a&s of fo high inju- 


| flice, as no publick convenience can explate or 
| compeníate. 


Iíee it a bad exchange to wound a mans own 


! Confcience, thereby to falve State fores; to calm 
| the ftorms of popular difcontents , by ftirring up 


a tempeft in a mans own bofome. 

Nor hath Gods Juftice failed in the eventand 
fad confequences, to fhew the world the fallacy 
of tha: Maxime , Better one man perifb, (though un- 
jufTly). then tbe people be difpleafed, or deftroyed. For, 

In alllikelyhood , I could never have fuffered, 


-. with my People, greater calamities , ( yet with 


greater comfort) had 1 vindicated Straffords 1nno- 
cency, at leaft by denying to figne that deftru&tive 
BiLL, according to thaz Juítice, which My Con- 
(cience f'aggefted to Me, then I have done ince 

ratified lome mens unthankfull importunities 
with fo cruell a favour. And I have obferved, tha: 
thofe, who counfelled Me to figae that Bill, have 
been fo farre from receiving the rewards of fuch 
ingratiatings with the people , that no men have 
been haralled and cru(hed more then they : H: 
B 4 onely 
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ó Exàr Bacon. | 
onely hath been leaft vexed by them , who counz | 
felled me not to confent againft the vote of My 
own Conícience; I hope God hath forgiven Me | 
and them, the finfull rafhneffe of that bufineffe. 
To which being in My foulfo fully conícious, | 
thofe Judgements God hath pleafed to fend upon | 
Me, are fo much the more wel-come, as a means | 
(LIhope) which his mercy hath fan&tified fo to | 
Me, as to make Me repent of that unjuft Act (for | 
lo it was to Me) and for the future to. teach Me, 
T hatthe beft rule of policy is to. preferre the do- 
ing of Juftice, before all enjoyments ; and the | 
peace of my Conícience before the prefervation 
of My Kingdoms, : 
Nor hath any thing more fortified My refo- 
lutions againft all thofe violent importunities, 
which fince have fought to gain a like confent 
from Mcto Acts, wherein my Conícience is un. 
fatisfied , then the fharp touches I have had for 
what paffed Me,in My Lord of Straffords bufines. | 
Not that I refolved to have employed him in | 
my affairs againft the advife of my Parliament, | 
but Í would not have had any hand in his deatb, 
of whofe guiltdlefneffe I was better affured , then 
any man living could be. | | 
Nor were the Crimes objected againft him fo 
clear, as after a long and fair hearing to give con 


vincing fatisfaétion to the Major patt of both 


- t 2 " j 1 cR F m 
ticules: efpecially that of" the Lords, of whom 
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Ícarce 


| En iy Bacon. 9 
fcarce a third parc were prefent , when the Bill 
| paffed that Houfe : And for the Houfe of Com- 
mons, many Gentlemen, difpofed enough to di- 
| minifh My. Lord of Straffords greatnelle and 

power, yet unfatisfied of his guilt in Law, durft 
' not condemn hir to die: who for their integrity 


in their Votes, were by Poftingtheir Names, ex-.- 


. pofed to the popular calumny, hatred and fury, 

' which grew then fo exorbitant in their clamouts 

for justice , (thatis, to have both My felt and the 

two Houfes Vote, and doas chey would have us) 

^ that màny ("us thought). were rather cerrified to 

! cencurre with the condemning paxty, then fatis- 
fied that of right they ought fo to do. 

And that after Aét vacating the Authority of 

the precedent , for future imitation, fufficiently 


cells the world, that fome remorfe touched even 


his moft implacable enemies , as knowing he 
had very hard meaíure , and füch as they would 

be very loth fhould be repeated to themfelves. 
This tenderneffe and regret I find in my foul, 
for having had any hand (and that very un wil- 
lingly God knows) in (hedding one mans bloud 
unjuflly , (though under the colour and forma- 
lities of. Juftice, and pretences of avoyding pub- 
lick mifchiefs ) which may (I hope) be forme evi- 
dence before God and Man, to all Pofterity , that 
Iam farre from bearing juftly the vaft load and 
guilt of all that bloud which hath been eon 
this 
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1o Eixó» Bacoua. 
this unhappy Warre; which fome men will needs. 
charge on Me , to eafe their own fouls; who am, | 
and ever fhall be , more afraid to take away any 
mans lifeanjuftly, then to lofe my own. 


(But thou, O God of mfinite mercies forgive we tbat 
a£t of finfull compliance, which bath greater ag gravati. | 
ons upon Me tben any man. Sinee I bad not tbe leaf! tem. 
ptation of. envy,or malice against bim , and by my. place | 
fhould, at lea(? fo farre, bave been a preferver of bim, as 
to baye denied m) con[ent to bis deflyutlion. 

O Lord, I acknowledge my tranl[evefsion, and my [inne 
i5 ever before me. | 

Deliver me from bloud-euiltineffe, O God, tbou God | 
of my falvation , and my tongue [ball [img of tby vighte- | 
eufne[fe. | 

"Latt tbee baye I Jrmned ,. and done tbás evil in thy | 
fight; for tbou [aweft the contradi&lion between my beart 
and my band. 

Jet cas me not away from tby prefence, purge me with 
the bloud of my (Redeemer,, and I [Pall be clean; Yafh me 
Yitb that brecious effufion,& I fball bewbiter then nom. 

Teach me to learn (Riebteou[neffe. by tby Judgements, 
and to [ee ny fvailty in tby JtfHice: bile Ewas perfwaded 
by fhedding one mans blond. to prevent after-troubles, 
thou baf! for tbat, among other [ins brougbt upon me and 
spon my Kingdoms, eveat, long, and beavy troubles. 

Make me to prefere juflice, which is thy will, before 
all contrary clamours , which are but. the difcoveries of 
mans injurious ill. It 
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Tt. is too much that. they bave once. overcome me, to 
pleafe them by difpleafing tbee: O never fuffer me for any 
reafon of. State , to go against my Reafou of. Concience, 
apbich is bigbly to [inne again[- thee , the God of (Reafon, 
and ludge of our Confciences. 
Wbat ever O Lord, tbou feel fit to deprive me of, yet 


 veftore unto me tbe joy of tby Salcoation, and ever upbold. 


| me Ywitb tby free Spirit, wbich fubjetts my will to none, 
but thy light ef (Reafon, luflice , and (Religion , which 
fines in my Soul: for Tbou defireft Trutb in tbe impard 
parts, and integrity in the outpard expre[sions. 
Lord bear the voice of. tby Sons ,| and my Savtours 
| (Bloud , which fpeaks better things. O make me , and my 
(People, to bear the voice of 1oy and Gladueffe, that tbe 
bones wbich thou baft byoken , may reyoyce in tby falva- 
tion. 


3. Upon bis Majellies going to tbe Houfe of 
Commons. 
A | Y goingto the Houfe of Commons to de- 


mand Juftice upon the five Members, was 
an act, which My enemies loded with all che ob- 
loquies and exafperadons they could. 

Ic filled indifferent men with great jealoultes 
and fears; yea, and many of My (rends refented 
it asa motion rifing rather from Pafsion then 
Reafon, and not guided with fuch dilcretion, as 


the touchinefle of thofe times required. 
But 
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But thefe men knew not the juft motives, and, 
pregnant grounds, with which I thought My felf] 
fo furnifhed, that there needed nothing to fuch| 
evidence, as [ could have produced againft chofe: 
I charged, ave onely a free and legal T'riall,which 
was all I defired. | 

Nor had lany temptation of difpleafure, or| 
revenge againft cthofe mens períons, further then. 
I had diícovered thofe ( as] thought) unlawfull 
corrc[pondencies they had ufed, & engagements | 
they had made, to embroil Mly Kingdoms: of all | 
WhichI miffed butlittle to have produced wri- | 

ungs. under fome mens own hands, who were | 
the chief contrivers of the following Innovations. | 
Providence would not have it fo, yet 'wanted 
not fuch probabilities as were fufficient to raife | 
jealouftes in any Kings heart, who is not wholly | 
ftupid and negle&tive of the publick peace, which 
| 

| 


to preferve by calling in queftion halfa dozen 
men, In a fair and legall way (which God knows 
Was ail my defigne) could:have amounted to no 
wort effect, had it fucceeded, then either. to do 
Me, and My Ringdomeright, in cafethey had | 
been found guilty; or elfe to have cleared their 
lnnocency, and removed My fufpicions; which 
a5 they were not raifed out of any malice, fo nei- 
ther were they in reafon to be fmorhered. 

What lames of difcontent this fj park (though 


yo 


Y 


* ought by all fpeedy and pofsible means to 


quench 


| Eixor Bec. n 
| quench it) foon kindled, all the world is witnes: 
|'T he afperfion which Íome men caft upon that 
| action, as if. I had defigned by force to atlault the 
| Houfe of Commons , and invade their privi- 
| ledge; is fo falíe, chat as God beft knows, I had 
| no fuch intent ; fo none thatattended Me could 
| jufly gather from any thing I then faid, or did, 
| the leaft intimation of any fuch thoughts. 
| That I wentattended with fome Gentlemen, 
|'as it was no unwonted thing for the Majefty and 
| fafety of a King foto be attended, efpecially in 
| diícontented times; ío were my followers at 
that time fhort of My ordinary Guard , and 
no way proportionable to hazard a. tumultu- 
ary conflit. Nor were they more Ícared at imy 
coming , then I. was unaflured of not having 
fome affronts caft upon Me if [had none with 
Me to preferve à. reverence to me : For ma- 
ny people had (atthat time learned to think 
thofe hard thoughts, which they have fince a- 
boundantly vented againft Me, both by words 
and deeds. | 
'T he famme of that bufineffe was chis : 
'Thofe. men and their adherents were. then 
looked upon by theaftrighted vulgar , as greater 
rotectours oftheir Laws and Liberues,then my 
Self, and fo worthier of their protection. 1 leave 
them to God,and their own Conícienecs, who if 
guilty of evil machinations; no prefent 11opuni- 
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ty, or popular vindications of them will be füb- 
terfage fufficient to reícue them from thofe exact 


Tribunals. 


To which , in the obftru&tions of Juftice a-- 


mong men, we muft religioufly appeal, 'as being 
an argument to us Chriflians of that after un-a. 
voidable judgement, which fhall re-judge what 
among men is but corruptly decided,or not at all. 

I endeavored to have prevented, if God had 
Íeen fit, chofe future commotions, which I fore. 
faw, would in all likelihood follow fome mens 
activity (if not reflrained)and fo now hath done, 
to the undoing of many thoufands; the more is 
the pity. 

But to over-aw the freedome of the Houfes,or 
to weaken their juft Authority by any violentim. 
preísions upon them, was not ar all my defigne: 
I thought I had fo much Juftice and Reafon on 
my fide, as fhould not have needed fo rough afsi- 
ftance; and I was refolved rather to bear the re- 


pulle with patience , then toufe füch hazardous 
extremities, 


Dut thou, O Lord, art m YitnefSe in beayen, and in 
my Heart : lf Ibaye purpofed amy violenceor oppre[sion 
agam? the Innocent: or if tbere were any fuch wickednes 
t 7 
im ny thougbts : 

T ben let tbe enemy perfecute my [onl, and tread my life 

. - e. J 
to the ground, and lay mine Honour in tbe dui, | 
| 4 bou 
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|. d hou tbat feefT not as man. feetb, but. lookeft beyond 
all popular appearances, fearcbing tbe beart, and. trying 
tbe veins and bringing to light tbe bidden things of dark- 
|neffe, [bew thy fef. | | 
| — Let not my af fli£kions be eSleemed. (as "with wife and 
|godly men they cannot be) any arpument of. my fine, in 
|tbat matter: more then their impunity among good men 
t5 any fure token of. their Innocency. 

But forgive them wherein. tbey bave. done amiffe, 
though tbey are not puni[bed for it in tbis world. 
| Save tby fervant from tbe privy con[piracies and open 
violence of. bloudy and unreafonable men, according to the 
uprigbtnefse of. my beart, and tbe. innocency of ny bands 
in this matter. 

(Plead my. caufe, and maintain my rigbt, O tbou. that 
fitteft im. tbe Throne, judging vigbtly, that thy fervant 
may ever reJoyce in tby falvation. 


4. 'Opon tbe Infolency of. tbe T umults. 


| T Never thought any thing (except our finnes) 
| & more ominoultly prefaging all thefe mifchiefs, 
Which have followed, then thofe Tumults in 
London and WefInin[ler, oon after the conveniag 
of this Parliament ; which were not likea ftorm 
at 5ea, (which yet wants notits terrour) but like 
an Earth-quake, fhaking the very foundations of 
all ; then which nothing in the world hath more 
of horrour. 


As 


tron cte rei 
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Asitis one of che moft convincing Arguments 
that there is a God, while his power fets bounds 
to the raging of the Sea; ío 'tis no leffe, that he re« | 


* 2 
ftrains the madneíle of the people. Nor doth any | 


thing portend more Gods difpleafure againft a. | 
Naruon, then when he fuffers the confluence and | 
clamouis of the vulgar, to paífe all boundaries of | 
Laws, and reverence to Authority. | 

Which thofe Tumults did to fo high degtees | 
of Infolence, that they fpared not to invade thé | 
Honour and Freedome of the two Houles, me- | 
nacing, reproching, fhakiag, yea, and affaulting | 
Íome Members of both Houfes , as they fancied, | 
or difliked them : Nor did they forbear moft | 
rude and unfeemly deportments both in contem- | 
ptuous words. and actions , to my Selfand my | 
Court. | 

Nor was thisa fhort fit ortwo of fhaking, as 
an ague , but aquotdian feaver, alwaies encrea- | 
fing to higher inllammations , impatient of any 
mitigation, reftraint, or remifsion. | | 

Firft, they muft be a guard againft thofe fears; 
which fome men Ícared themlelves and others 
withall; when indeed nothing was more to be 
feared and leffe to be ufed by wile. men, then 
thofe tumultuary confluxes. of. mean and rude | 
people, who are taugh: hirft to petizion, then to. 
procect, then to dictate , and lat to command | 
and overaw the Parliament: i | 

il 
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|. Allobftru&tions in Parliament (that is,all free. 
| dome of aiffering in. Votes, and debating mat- 
| ters with reafon and candour ) muft be taken a. 
| way with theíe Tumults : By thefe muft the 
Houfes be purged, and all rotten Members ( as 
they pleafed to count them) caft out : By thefc 


| Coníciences mult be fübdued ; by thefe all fa- 
| étious, fedirious, and fchifmaticall propofalls a. 
| gainft Government Ecclefiafticall or Civil, muft 
| bebacked and abetted, rill they prevailed. 

Generally, who ever had moft mind to bring 

| forth confufion and ruine upon Church & State, 
| ufed the midwifery of thofe Tumults;whofz :iot 
| and impatience was fuch, that they woulc 

flay the ripening and leafon of Counftls, or 5i: 

production of Acts in the order, gravitie, and á« 
| liberateneffe befitting a Patliament;but ripped up 
| with barbarous crueltie, and forcibly cut. out ab- 
| ertive Votes, fuch as their Inviters and. Incoura- 
| gers moft fancied. 

Yea, fo enormous and deteítible were their 
outrages, chat no fober man could be without an 
infinite fhame and forrow, to fee them fo tolera- 

ted and. connived at by (ome; countenanced, ig- 
couraged, and applauded by others. 

What good man had not rather want any 
thing he moft defired, for the publick good, then 
obtain it by fuch  unlawfull and irreligio:: 

C gieans? 


| the obftinacie of men refolved to difcharge theic 
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But mens paísions and Gods directions feldome 
agree; violent defignes and motions muft have 
futable engines : füch astoo much attend their 
own ends, feldome confine themíelves to Gods 
means. Force muft crowd in what Reafon will 
not lead. | 

Who werethe chief Demagogues and Patrons 
of Tumults, to fend for them, to flatter and em- 
bolden them, to direct and tune their clamorous 
impertunities, fome men yet living are too con- 
Icious to pretend ignorance: God in his due time 
will let thefe fee, thatthofe were no fit means to 
be ufed for attaining his ends. 

But, as it is no flrange thing for the Sea to 
r2ge, when ítrong winds blow upon it; fo nci- 
ther for Multitades to become infolent , when 
they have men of fome reputation for parts and 
pietie to fet chem on, 

Y hat which made their rudeneffe moft formi- 
dable, was, that many complaints being made, 
and Mellages fent by My Self and fome of both 
Houfes; yet no order for redreffe could be obtain- 
ed with any vigour and efficacie, propertionable 
to the malignitie of that now far-[pread difeafe, 
and predominant rhifchief. 

Such was [ome mens ftupiditie, that they fear- 
cd no inconvenience , Others petulancie, that 
they joyed to (ze their betters fharnefully outraged 
and abuled, while they knew their oncly fecuri- 
tic 
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tie confifted in vulgar flatterie : So infenfible 
were they of Mine, orthetwo Houfes common 
fafetie and Honours. | | 

Not could ever any ordet be obtained impar- 
tially to examine,cenfure, and punifh the known 
Boutefeus, and impudent Incendiaries , who 
boafled of the influence they had and ufed, to 
convoke thofc Tumults as their advantages fer- 
ved. | 

Yea, lome( who fhould have been wifer State: 
men) owned them as friends, commending their 
Courage, Zeal , and Induftry ;. which to fober 
inen could feem no better then that. of the de- 
vil, who ees about [eeking wbom be may deceive 
and devoure. PH wem | 

I confeffe, when found fich a deafnctTe, tha: 
no Declaration from the Bifhops, who were ficft 
fouly infolenced and affaulted;nor yet from other 
Lords and Gentlemen of Honour ; nor yet from 
My Self; could take place, for the due repret- 
Bon of thefe Tumults; and feciring not oncly 
Our freedome in Parliament ; but Our. very 
Perfons in the flreets ; I thought My Self noc 
bound by My prefence , to provoke them to 
higher boldneíle and contempts; I hoped by 
My with-drawing to give time; both fot the 
ebbing of their tumultuous furie; and others 
Menos fom degrees of modeítie and fober 
Jenie; 
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Some may interpret it as an effect of Pufillani- 
mite in any man, for popular terrours to deferc 
his publick ftation. But I think ita hardineffe 
beyond true valour, for a wife man to fet himfelf 
againft the breaking in of a Sea; which to refift, 
at prefent, threatens imminent danger, but to 
withdraw, gives it fpace to fpend its furie, and 
gains a fitter time to repair the breach. Certainly 
a Gallant man had rather fight to great diíad. 
vantages for number and place in the field, in an 
orderly way, then skuffle with an undiíciplined 
rabble. 

Some fbfpe&ted and affirmed that I meditated 
a War, ( when I went from Whitehall onely to 
redeem My Perfon and Confcience from vio- 
lence ) God knows I did ;not then think of a 
War. Nor willany prudent man conceive thatI 
would by fo many former, and fome after A&ts, 
have fo much weakned My Self, if I had purpo- 
led to engage ina War, which to decline by all 
means, 1 denied My Self. in fo many particulars : 
is evident I had then no Armie to flie unto, for 
protection, or vindication. 

Who can blame Me, or any other, fora with- 
drawing our felves from the daily baitings of the 
Jumults, not knowing whether their furie and 
dilcontent might not flie fo high, as to worrie 
and tear thofe in pieces, whom as yet thcy but 
plaied with in their paws? God who. is My 
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fole Judge, is My Witneffe in. Heaven, that 1 
never had any thoughts of going from My 
Houle at Whbiteball, if could have had but any 
reafonable fair Quarter. , I was refolved to bear 
much, and did lo; but I did not think My SelE 
bound to proftitute the Maieftie of My Place 
and Períon, the fafety of My Wife and Children, 
to thofe, who are prone to infült moft, when 
they have objects and opportunity moft capable 
of their rudeneífe and petulancy. 

But this buüineffe of the Tumults ( whereof 
Íome have given already an account to God, o. 
thers yet livirig know themfelves defperately guil- 
tie) cime and the guilt of. many hath fo (mother- 
edup, and buried, that I think it beft to leave it as 
it i5: Onely I believe thejuft Avenger of all difor- 
ders, will in time makethole men,and that City, 
Íee their finne in the glaffe of their punifhimenr. 
"Tis more then an even-lay that they may one day 
fee chemfelves punifhed by that. way they ot 
fended. | 
* Hadthis Parliament , as it was in its firft Ele- 
c&ion and Conítitation, fate full and free, the 
Members of both Houles being left to. their 
freedome of Voting, asin all reafon,honour,and 
Religion , they fhould have been; I doubt not 
but chings would have been fo carried, as would 
have given no lelfe content to all good men, 
then they wifhed or expected. 

(3 For, 
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For, I was refolved to hear reafon in all things, 
and to confent to it fo farre as I could compre- 
hend it: but as Swine are to Gardens and order- 
ly Plantations,fo are Tumults to Parliaments,and 
Plebeian concourfes to publick Councels, turning 
all into diforders and ferdid confufions. 

I am prone fometimes to think, That had I 
called this Parliament. to any other place in 
England ( as I might opportunely enough have 
done ) the fad confequences in all likelihood, 
With Gods bleísing, might have been prevented. 
À Parliament would have been welcome in any 

place; no place afforded füch confluence of. vari. 
ous and vitious humours , asthat where it was 
unhappily convened. But we mult leave all to 
Cod, who orders our diforders, and magnifies 
his wifdome moft, when our follies and miferies 
are moft diícovered., 


But thou, O Lord, art My rof uge and defence, to thee 
Imay Jafely flie, mbo rulef tbe raging of tbe Sea , and 
tbe madneffe of the (People. 

The flouds, O Lord, the flouds are come in upon me, 
and are ready to over wheln me. 

I look upon my fins, and the Jis of My people, (ubicb 
are tbe tumults of our Jouls againfd "Ihee,O Lord, ) as the 
Juft caufe of tbefe popular inundations »bicb. thon per- 
miite[] to overbear all tbe banks of loyaltie, modeflie laws, 


(But 
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(But thou that gatbered[! the waters into one placeand 


madefl the drie land. to appear, and. after. didfE. affiage 
the floud which drowned tbe world, by tbe word of tby 


power ; Rebuke tbofe boafIs of tbe people, and deliver 


Me from tbe rudene[se and [lrivings of. themultitude. 
(Restore, we befeech tbee, unto us, tbe freedome of. our 
Councels and Parliaments; make us. unpa[sionately to fee 


the liebt of (Reafon and (Religion, and witball order, and 


| gravitie to follow it, as it becomes Menu and Cbri[Hians; fo 


| fPall we praife tby IName, wbo art the God of. order and 


counfel. 

Wat man cannot, or Will not repreffe, tby omnipotent 
ZFuslice can and vill, 

O Lord, give them that are yet living, a. timely Jenfe 
and ferro for tbeir great. finne , wbom thou. knowe[t 
guilty of raifing or mot fuppre[sing tbofe diforders : 
Let [bame bere, and not [uffering bereafter be their pu- 
nifment. 

Set bounds to our pa[ston by (Reafon, to our evrours by 
Trutb, to our [edition by Laws duel) executed, and to our 


| febifmes by Charity, that e may be, as thy Jerafalem, 


à City at unity in it felf. 
This grant, O My God, in. thy good time, for efus 
Chris [ake, Amen. 
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y. Upon Ha Majeflies pafring. the "Bill 
for the T rienniall'Parliaments: 4nd af- 
ter fettling this, during tbe pleafure of tbe 
to Houfes. 


* Hac the world might be fully confirmed in 
My purpofes at firft, to contribute, what in 
Juftice, Reafon, Honour, and ConfcienceI could, 
to the Happie fucceffe of this Parliament,( which 
had in Me no other defigne;but the General good 
of My Kingdoms:) 1 willingly paffed the Bir. 
;or Trienniall Parlaments: which, as gentle and 


le2Lonable Phyfick, might ( i£ well applied ) pre- 


vent any diftempers from getting any head or 


prevailing ; efpecially if the remedie proved not 


. 


à difeafe beyond all remedie. 


I conceived, this Parliament would find work 


With convenient receffes: for the firft three years; 
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I did not imagine that fome men would 
PA 
[1 


eby have occafioned more work then the 


! 


€ 


found to do, by undoing fo much as they found 


Y 


4 done totheir hands. Such is fome mens 
thatthey will needs make work rather 
it it, and choofe to be doing amiffe, ra. 

iO nothing. 
W hen that fitft A& feemed too Ícantie to fà- 
he fome mens fears, and compafle publick 
Was pxriwaded to grant that Birr 


of. 


| Worfe interpretation then this, of an extreme 
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of Sitting during the pleaíure of the Houtes, 


—- 


|asthe perpetuating this Parliament. By this A& 
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of higheft confidence , I hoped for ever to (huc 


out, and lock the doore upon all prefent. Jealou- 


| fies, and future. miftakes : I confeffe, I did no: 


thereby intend to fíhut My felf. out of doors Pa 
Íome men have now requited me. 

T:ue, it was an A& unparalleld by any of My 
Predeceflours; yet cannot in reafon admit of an; 


[confidence I had , that My Subjects would not 


| much to truft chem, as to deny my felf in fo high 


make ill ufe of an. Act, by which declared fo 
a point of my Prerogative. 

For good Subjects will never think it juft or fit 
that my condition fhould be worfe by tay better- 
ing theirs : Nor indeed would it have been fo in 


| the events, if ome men bad known as well with 


| moderation to ufe, as with earneftne(fe to defire 


- 


advantages of doing good or evil. 


— 
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| thole Laws, My Rights asa Kixc, would 


Á continuall Parliament (I chought) would but 
keep the Common-weal in tune, by preferving 


1 E 
| Laws in their due execution and vigour, Wherein 


My intereft lies more then any mans, lince Í 
* ] 1. 
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| ferved no leffe then my Subjects; which is all I 
| delired. More then the Law gives me 1 would 


Ser 
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Some ( asI have heard ) gave it out, that 1 
[oon repented me of that fettling A& : and ma- 
ny would needs perfwade me , 1 had caufe fo to 
do ; but I could not eafily nor fuddenly füfpe& 
Íüch ingratitude in men of Honours. That the 
more I granted them , the leffe I fhould have, 
and enjoy with them. 1 ftll counted My felt un- 
diminifhed by My largeft conceísions, if by 
them I might gain and confirm the love of My 
People. 

Of which, I do not yet defpair , but that God 
will ftill bleffe Me with increafe of it; when 
Men fhall have more leifüre, and leffe prejudice; 
that fo. with unpafsionate reprefentations they 
may refle&t upon thofe, ( asIthink ) not more 
princely then friendly contributions , which I 
granted towards the perpetuating of their hap- 
pineffe, who are now onely milferable in this, 
Ihat fome mens ambition will notgive them 
leave to enjoy what L intended for their good. 

Nor do I doubt, but that in Gods due time;the 
loyall and cleared affections of My people, will 
ftrive co return fuch retributions of Honour, and 
love to Me , or My pofteritie, as may fully com- 
penlate both the acts of My confidence and My 
luffering for them, which (God knows) have 
been neither few nor mall , nor fhort; occafion.- 
ed chiefly by a perfwafion I1 had , that I could 
not grant too much, or diítru t too little, co Men, 

| that 
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Jf that being profeffedly My Subjects , pretended 
4 fingular pietie, and religious ftritneffe. 

The injurie of all injuries is, That which fome 
men will needs load. me withall ; asif I werea 
3 wilfull and refolved Occafioner of My own and 
3? My Subjedts miferies; while (as they confiden:- 

| ly, but (God knows) falíely divulge) I repining 
at the eftablifhment of this Parliament, endea- 
| Vouted by force and open hoftilitieto undo what 
by my Royall affent I had done. Sure it had ar- 
| gued a very (hort fight of things, and extreme fa- 
tuitie of mind in Me, Ío farre to bind My own 
. hands at their requeft, i£ 1 had fhortly meant 
to have ufed a Sword againft them. God knows, 
| though I had then aíeníe of injuries, yet noc 
|. fuch, as to think them worth vindicating by a 
| Warre: I was not then compelled , as fince , to 
| injure My felf by their not ufing favours , with 
the fame candour wherewith they were confer. 
red. The Tumults indeed threatned to. abufe 
all: Acts of Grace, and turn. them into wan- 
tonneíle ; but I thought at length their own 
fears , whofe black ats firft raifed up thofe tur- 
bulent Spirits, would force them to conjure 
| them dewnagain.- 
|... Nor i£ I had juftly refented any indiguities 
| put upon me, or others, was Ithen in any capa- 
| Citie to have taken juft revenge in an hotlile 
| and Wariike way upon thofe, whoml knew fo 
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49 Eixóv Baepwat. 
well fortified in the love of the meaner fortofthe 
people , that I could not have given my enemies 
greater, and more defired advantages agoinít 
me , then by fo unprincely inconflancy, to have 
affaulted chem. with. Arms, thereby to fcatter 
them, whom but lately E had folemnly fettled by 
an Act of Parliament. 

God knows , I longed for nothing more then 
that My (elf and My Subjects might quietly en- 
joy the fruits of My many condefcendings. 

lc had been a courte full offinne , as wellas of 
hazard and di(lionour, for me to go abeut the 
cutting up of that by the Sword, which I had fo 
lately planted , fo much (asI thought) to My 
subjects content, and Mine own too, in all pro- 
babilitie: If (ome men had not feared where 
no fear was, whofíe fecuritie confifted in fca- 
ring others. 

I chank God, I know fo well the finceritie and 
uprightnefle of My own heart , in paísing that 
great Dill , which exceeded the very thoughts of 
former times ; Thatalthough I may feem leffe a 
Politician to men, yet I need no fecret diftin&i. 
ons or evafions before God. Nor had L any re- 
Íervations in My own Soul, when I paffed it; nor 
repenzngs after , till Law chat my letting [ome 
men go up to the Pinnacle of the lemple, was 
a temptatioa to them to. caft me down head- 
long. 

Concluding, 
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Concluding , thàt without a miracle, Monar. 
chy it felf', together with me, could not but be 
| dafhed in pieces , by luch a precipitious fallas 
they intended. Whom God in mercie forgive, 
| and make them fee at length, That as many king- 
| domes as the Devil fhewed our Saviour and the 
[glory of them , (ifthey could be at once enjoyed 
by them) are not worth the gaining, by waies of 
1 binfull ingratitude , and difhonour, which ha- 
1zatds a Soul worth more Worlds then this hath 
Kingdomes. 

But God hath hitherto preferved Me, and 
jmade Me to fee , That it is no ftrange thing 
for men, leftto their own pafsions, either co do 
;much evilthemfelves, or abuíe the overmuch 
igoodneffe of others, whereof an ungratefull 
Surfet is the moft defperate and incurable difeafe. 

| cannot fy properly that I repent of that At, 
Áince I have no refle&ions upon it as a finne of 
my will, choughan errour. of too charitable a 
judgement : onely I am forrie other mens cies 
ifhould be evil, becaufe mine were good. 


|. To tbee, (0 my God) do füill appeal , wbofe all dif- 
icerning Teustice fees througb all the difouifes of mens pre- 
Mtenfions, and deceitf ull darkne[ses of their bearts. 

| Thou gaveft me a beart to grant much to My Subjetis; 
Land now I'ecd a heart. fitted to. fuffer much from fame 
EUM vv 
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"Toy ieill be done, though never fo much to tbe crofsing 
ef ours, €ven When we bope to do what might be mo[t cone 
formable to tbine and tbeirs toozibo pretended they aimed 
at nothing elfe; | 

Let tby evace teach me wifely to €njoy as well tbe fru- 
flratings , as tbe fulfillings of My. befl bepes , and moft 
f pecious defares, | 

I fce while I thought to allay others fears,I bave raifed 
Mine own ; and by fettling them, bave unfettled My felf. 

Thus. bae tbey requited me evil for good, and batred 
for my good will towards them. | 

O Lord be tbou My Pilot in this dark and dangerous 
florm which neither admits My return to the Port whence 
J [et out, nor my making. any other , witb that. fafety 
and bonour Ybich. 1 defigned. | 

"Tis eafie for thee to. keep Me. fafe in. tbe love and 
confidenceof My peopleynor 15 it bard for tbee to preferve - 
Me amid[! tbe unjust. batred and. jealoufies of too many, 
wbich thou baf] fuffered. fo farre to prevail. upon Me, a4 
to be able to pervert and. abufe my a€ts of greatel] Indule 
gence to them, and affurance of tbam. 

(But no favours from Me can make otbers moré guilty 
then My [elf may bey. of mijufing tbofe many and great 
ones , Ybich tbou, O Lord; bast conferred on Me; | 

I bejeecb "D bee give Me and tbem fucb (Repentance, d$ 
thou wilt accept , and [ucb Grace as Yee may mot abufes 

Make me [o f arre bappy as tomake arigbt ufe of otbers 
abu[es, and by tbeir failings of Mz , to reflect with à ves 
forming difpleafure, upon My offences against T bees 


$3, 
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| $0 although for My fins I am by otber mens fins de- 

9 prived of tby temporall ble[sings,yet I may be bappy to en- 

3 joy tbe comfort of thy mercies , Which. often raife the 
| ereate[? Sufferers to be tbe mof elorious Saints. 


l c. pon bis Majeflies retirement from 
V Veftminfter. 


n» Ith what unwillingneffe I. withdrew 
V from WefIminfler, let them judge, who, 
| unprovided oftackling and victuall, are forced 
| toSea by a ftorm; yet better do fo, then venture 
| fplitting or finking on a Lee fhore. | 
I ftayed at Whitehall, till Y was. driven away 
| by fhame more then fear; to fee the barbarous 
| rudeneffe of thofe Tumults, who refolved they 
| would take the boldneffe co demand any thing, 
| and not leave either My felf, or che Members of 
| Parliament the libertie of our Reafon, and Con. 
| fcience to deniethem any thing. —— : 
Nor was this intolerable oppreísion My cafe 
! alone, ( though chiefly Mine: ) For the Lords 
| and Commons might be content to be overvo. 
| ted by the major part oftheir Houfes, when they 
! had ufed each their own freedome. 
|. Whofe agreeing Votes were not by any Law 
| or reafon conclufive to My Judgement ; Dor can 
| they indude, or carrie with them My confent, 
| whom they reprefent not in any kind ; Nor 
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am T further bound to agree with the Votes of 
both Houfes , then I fee them agree with the 
will of God , with My juft Rights , as a King, 
and thegenerall good of My People. Lfee, that 
4s many men, they are feldome of one mind; 
and I may oft fee chat the major part of them are 
not in the right. 

[ had formerly declared to fober and mode- 
ite minds, how defirous I was to give all juft 
content, when I agreed to fo many Bills, which 
had been enough to fecure and farishe all: I6 
(one mens Hydropick infatiableneffe had not 
learned to thirft the more, by how much 
morc they drank ; whom no fountain of Royall 
bountie was able to overcome ; fo refolved they 
(eemed, either utterly to exhault it, or barbaroul- 
ly to obftru& it. 

- Sure it ceafes to be Counfell, when not Reafon 
is ufed , asto men, toperfwade; but forceand 
terrour as to beafts, to drive and compell men to 
(fent to whatever tumultuarie patrones: fhall 
project. He defervesto bea flave without pitie, 
or redemption , that is content to have the ratio- 
nall fovereigntie of his Soul , and libertie of his 
will and words fó captivated. 

Nor do [think My Kingdomes fo confider- 
able, as co preferve them. with the forfeiture of 
that freedome , which cannot be denied Me asa 
King , becaufe it belongs to Meas aman , anda 


Chriftian; 
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f Chriflian; owning the di&ates of none but God 

| to be above Me, as obliging Meto confent. Bet- 
| ter for Me to die enjoying this Empire of My 

| »eul, which (ubje&ts Me onely to God, fo farre 
as by Reafon or Religion he directs Me, then live 
with the Title of a King, if. it fhould carty fuch a 

 vaffalage with it, as not to füffer Me to ufe M 
Reafon and Conícience, in which I declare as a 
King, to like or diflike, 

So far am I from thinking the Majeftie of the 
Crown of FEueland to be bound by any Corona- 
tion Oath, ina. blind and brutifh formalitie, to 
confent to what ever its fubject in Parliament 
Íhall require, as fome men will needs inferre ; 
while denying Meany power ofa Neeative voice 

as King, they are not aíhamedto (eek to deprive 
Me of the liberty of ufing My Reafon with a 
2ood Confcience, which themíelves, and all the 
|Commons of Enclaud enjoy proportionable to 
their influence on the publick; who would take it 
- Very ill to be urged, not to denie whatever M 

|Sel, as King, or the Houfe of Peers with Me 
Íhould, not fo much defire, as enjoyn them. to 
palle, I think My Oath fully difchatged in that 
| point by My Governing onely by (uch Laws, as 
My people with the Houfe of. Peers have chofen 

and My Self bave confented to. I fhall never 
think My Self confcientioully tied to go as oft 
jagainft My confcience , as I fhould confent t» 
| | D fuch 


rm 
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fuch new Propofàlls, which My Reafon, in Ju- 
fttce, Honour, and Religion bids Me denie. 

Yet fo tender [ fee forme men are of their being: 
füubje& to Arbitrary Government, ( that is, the| 
L2w of anothers will, to which themfelves give| 
00 confent ) thatthey care nct with how much 
difhonour andabíutditie, they make their King, 
the onely man, that muft be. fubje& to the will 

f cthers: without having power left him, to 
uíe his own reafon, either 1n Perfon, or by any| 
HR eprefentation. 

And if My diffentings at any üme were (. as| 
(ome have fufpected, and uncharitably avowed) 
out of errour, opinion , activenelfe , weakneffe,| 
or wilfulneffe, and what they call obftinacy in| 
Me (which not true judgement of things , but! 
[ome vehement prejudice or paísion hath fixed 
on My mind; ) yet can no man think it other. 
then the Badge and Method of flavery, by favage 
rudeneffe, and importunate obtrufions of. vio- 
lence, to havethe mift of his Errour. and Pafsi- 
on difpelled, which is a fhadow of Reafon, and 
muft ferve thofe thar are deftitute of the fub-| 
fance. Sure that man cannot be blameable to| 
God or Man , who feioufly endeavours to fee 
the beft reafon of things, and faithfully follows 
what he takes for Reafon : The uprightneffe of 
his intentions, will excufe the pofsible failings. 
oí his uaderftanding. i£ à Pilotat Sea cannot) 
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4 fee the Pole-flarre, it can be no fault in him to 
1 fleer his courfe by fuch flatres as do beft appear 
J to him. It argues rather thofe men to be coníci. 
3 ous of their defe&ts of Reafon, and convincing 
4 Arguments, who call in the aísiftance of mere 
| force, to carry on the. weakneffe of their Coun. 
j| cels and Propofalls. I may, in the Truth and u )- 
4 rightneffe of My heart, proteft before God and 
4 Men; that I never wilfully oppofedor denied any 
J thing that was in a fair way, afterfulland free 
| debates propounded to Me by the two Houfes, 
4 further then [thought in good reafon , I might 
|J and was bound to do. 

|  Nordidany:thing ever pleafe Me mote, then 
| When my Judgement fo concurred with theirs, 
| that I might: with good Conícience confent. to 
|J them: yea, in many things where not abíolute 
| and morall necefsity of Reafon, but tetupora- 

| ty convenience on point of Honour was to be 

| confidered; I chofe rather to deny My Self, then 

| them : as preferring that which they thought ne- 

: ceffary for My Peoples good, before what I faw 

! but convenient for My Self, : 

|. Forlcan be content to recede much from M 

| own intereíls, and Perfonall Rights, of which 

! l' conceive My Selfto be Mafter;but in what con- 

| cerneth Truth, Juftice, the Rights of the Charch, 

| and My Crown, together with the generall good 

| of My Kingdoms; (/ all which Í am bound 

| D a , fo 
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to preferve as much as morally liesin Me :) here | 
Lam, and ever fhall be fixt and refolute, nor fhall | 
any Man gain my confent to that, wherein My 
heart gives My tongue or hand the lie; nor will E. 
be brought to affirm that to men, which in My 
confcience I denied before God. I will rather | 
chooleto wear a Crown of Thorns with my Sa- 
viour, then to exchange that of Gold ( which is | 
due to Me ) for one of Lead, whofe embaled | 
tiexibleneflc fball be forced to bend, and comply 
to the various and oft contrary dictates of any Fa- | 
cons, when in flead of Reafon, and Publick 
concernments , they obtrude nothing but what | 
makes for the intereft of parties, and flows from | 
the pardalities of private wills and pafsions. 

1 know no refolutions more worthy a Chrifli- 


an King, then to preferre His Confcience. before: | 
his Kingdoms. | 


0 my God, preferve tby fervant intbis Native, Ra- 
tionall, and (Relteious. freedome ;. For this I. believe. is | 
thy will, that Ye [ould maintain : bo. tbougb. thou | 
doef? jujily require us, to [ubmit our under[landings and 
Yulls to tbine , webofe ówifdome and geodne[fe can neither | 
erre, nor mifeuide us; and. fofarre to denie our carnall 
reafon , in order to thy [acred MyfTeries and commands, | 
that owe fhould believe and. obey rather then. difpute 
them; yet. doeff thou. expe&t. from us, onely fuch a vea- . 
fonable fervice of tbee, as not to do any thing. for thee | 

against | 
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|| again[F our confciences: and as to the defives of. men, en- 

| joynefF usto trie all things by. tbe touch-floneof. (eafon 

and Laws, Which are the. vules of Civil J'uflice , and. to 

| declare our confents to that onely which our judzemeuts 

| dpprove, 

| bou. Knowest, Q. Lord, bow umillne. I3pas to de: 

il fert that place, in wbicb tbou baft fet me, and wbereto tbe 

l affairs of. my Kingdoms at prefent did call me. 

| My People. can. witneffe bow far I bave been content 

dfor their good, to deny my felf', in wbat tbou baft. fubjett- 

q ed to my di[pofail. 

Q.— O letnot the untbankfull importunities, and tumulta- 

qarie cotolence of. [ome mens immoderate demands, ever 
betray Me. to tbat. degenerous. and. ummanly fHAtverie , 

Jpbich [bould make Me flreugtben them by My confent tu 

dithofe things which I think in My Confcience to be againft 
thy elory, the good of iy Subjesls, and tbe difcharee of my 
own dutie to (Reafon and Juslice. 

4 Make me willing. to fuffer. tbe. oreatesl. indignities 

ipod imuries they. preffe upon Me, ratber then. commit the 

queaft fan again[E my Confcience. 

qp Let tbe ju[f. liberties of My people be (as well they 

quay) preferved in fair and equall wayes , without. the 

]Wavery of my foul. 

E Thon tbat baft inve[led me by tby favours, in tbe pow. 

ur of a Chriflian King fuffer Me not to fubjett my Rea- 

[on to otbev mens paJ sions and de[izmes , which to Me [eem " 

ypureafonable, unjufe., and irreligious: S0 [ball Iferve thee d 

m the trutb and uprigbtneffe of my heart, thoucb ] cannot 1l | 

Jatisfte thefe men. ae. Touch al 
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"Though. I be driven. from among. tbem , yet give Me 
grace to Yalk alwayes uprigbtly before Thee. 

Lead Me in tbe way of Trutb and. fufHice; for thefe, 
I know, will bring Me at last. to peace. and bappinel[fe | 
with "Ibee, thougb for tbefe I bave much. trouble among | 
men. | 


This I beg of T bee for my Saviours fake. 


7. "Üpon tbe Queens departure , and ab- 
fence out of E.ngland. 


Lthough I have much caufe to be troubled | 
Z X at My wifes departure from Me, and out of 
My Dominions; yet not Her abíence fo mucb, 
as the fcandall of that necefsity, which drives her 
away, doth afflià Me: That She fhould be com: 
pelled by My own Subjects, and thofe pretend- 
ing to be Proteftants, to withdraw for her fafety: 
This being the firft example of any. Proteftant 
Subjects, chat have taken up arms againd their 
King, a Proteftant : ForI look upon this now 
done in Eueland, as another A& of the fame Tra- 
gedie which. was lately begun in Scatland ; the 
brands of that fite being ill quenched, have kind- 
led the like lames here. 1 fear fuch. motions ( fo 
li:tle to the adorning of the Proteftant. profef- 
Íion ) may occafton a farther alienation of mind, 
and divorce of affz&tions in Her from that Re- 
hzion, whichíis the oncly thinx wherein we 
differ. | Which 
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Which yet God can, and I pray he would in 


[time take away; and. not. fuffer thele practifes to 


|beany obítruction to Her judgement , fince it is 
P the motion of thoíe men, ( for the moft part ) 


Who are yet to feek and if their Rel eligion for 
Doctrine, Government, and good manners; and 


fo not to gi imputed to the crue Engl ifh Prote- 
| flants, who continue firm to their former fettled 


| Princ: iples and Laws. 


I am forrie My relation to fo deferving a La. 


die, fhould be any occafion of. Her danger and 
affli&tion, whofe merits woüld have ferved Her 
fora à protection among the lavage Indians, while 


their rudeneíTe and barbarity knows not m per- 


|fe&tly to. hate all Virtues, as fome mens fübtilty 
Jj doth; among whom (1 yetthink) few are fo 


malicious, as to RS Herfor Her fel£.. The fault 


j 15, that (hé i is My wife. 


All juftice then as well as affection command; 


! Me, to ftudie her fecurity, who is onely in danger 


| for My fake ; Lam content to be toffed, weather- 


! beaten, and fhipwrackt , lo as She may be in fafe 


i Harbour. 


This comfort I fhall enjoy by her fafetie in the 


| | midft of My Perfonall dangers, thac I can perifh 


| 


but hal£, if (he be preferved : in whole memorie 


| and hopefull P ofterity, I may yet futvive the ma- 
| lice of A enemies, although they fhould be ia- 


| uated with My bloud. 
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I muft leave her and them, to thelove and loy- | 


altie of My good Subjects; and to his protection, 


vw ho is abie to punifh che. faults of Princes, and | 
no leffe feverely to revenge the injuries done to | 
Them, by chofe who in all dutie and Allegiance, | 


ought to have made good that fafetie, which the | 


Laws chiefly provide for Princes. 

But common civility is in vain ex pected from 
thole, that difpute their Loyaltie : Nor canit be 
fafe ( for any relation) to a King, to tarrie among 
them who are Íhaking bands with their Allegi- 


ance, under pretence of laying fafter hold on | 


their Religion. 

Tis pitie fo noble and peacefull a foul. fhould 
íce, much more fuffer, the rudeneffe of thofe, who 
muft make up their want of juffice, with inhu. 
manitie and impudence. 


Herfympathy with Me in My afflictions, will 
make her vertues fhine with greater luftre, as; 


ftarres. in che darkeft nights ; and affure the en- 
vious World ; that fhe loves Me , not My for- 
tunes, 

Neither of us but can cafily forgive , fince We 
do not much blame the unkindnetfe of the Ge- 
neralitie, and Vulgar; for We fee, God is plea- 
fed to trie both. our patience , by the moft felf- 
punifhing fin, che ingratitude of thole, who ha- 


vingeiten of Our bread, and being enriched with: 
Our bouctie , have fcornfülly lifc up themfelves 
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| igainft us; and thofe of Our own Houfholl 
lare become Our enemies. I pray God lay not thet 
fin totheir charge, who think to fatisfie all obl. 
igations to dutie , by their Corban ot " Religion 
Tand can lefle Endine to fee, then to finue againt 
P their benefactours, as vell as their Sovereignet 
But even that policie of my Eneniies is f 
V farre veniall, as it was neceffarie to their defigac 


? 
! by ícandalous Articles, and all irreverent deme 


Inour , to feek to drive her out of My Kinj- 
CERIS ; left by the influence of her examplt, 
eminent for loveas a Wife, and Loyalue asa 
|Subject, fhe fhould have converted to, Of retaii- 
(ed in their love and Loyalue , all thofe whom 
(they had a purpofe to Sivit: 
The leffe I may be bleft with her compant 
the more I will retire to Godjand My own hear; 
! whence no malice can bagifh Her. My enemits. 
may envie, but they can never deprive Me ot 
the enjoyment of. Her virtues, while Í enjoy I y 


 feif. 
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T hou,O- Lord, Ybofe j Jujt ice at prefent. fees fit to [cattzr 
-1u5, let "m mercy in thy due time, reunite us on ear 7 Jf it 
| L thy Yill; boYever bring us Both at laft to th »y beavenly 
K inodome, 
| P, 'eferve us from tbe bands of our defpite [ull e c deadly 
| enemies, and prepare us by our fufferings for iby pri cfeuce. 
| Though ye aser in fome tbings,as to Religion ( wbicb 
£f 
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s my greate[E temporall inf elicity) yet, Lord , eive and ac. | 
ept the fuuceritie of our affetlions, whbicb deftre to. [eck, 
b find, to embrace every Truth of thine, 

Let both our Flearts agree intbe love of tby felf', and 
oortft crucified for us. | 

each. us botb wbat thou would[! bave us to know, in 
vder to tby glory,our publick relations and our fouls eter- 
iall vood and make us caref ull to do ebat good "we know. 

Let neither ignorance of Wwbat is necefJary to be 
InoYn, or unbelief , or difobedience to wbat we know , be 
e mifery or our 9wilfull default. 

Let not this great [candall of thofe My Subje£ts, which 
frofe[fe tbe [ame Veligion with Me, be any binderance to 
ler love. of any Trutb tbou mould[t baye ber to learn, nor 
dy bardening of ber inamy errour thou would[] bave 
ceared to ber. | 

Let mine and otber mens con[Tancy be. an /fatidote a- 

Atnlt the poyfon of their example 

Let the trutbof tbat eligion I profeffe, be repre[fented 
tc ber judgement, with all tbe beauties of bumility loyalty, 
charity, and peaceablenefse; *3pbich aretbe proper [ruits , 

aud ornaments of it: INot in tbe odious difeuifes of levity, 
Jebifme, bexefie,: novelty, cruelty, and difIoyalty , wnbich 
Joute mens praéi[es bave lately put upon it. 

Let ber fee thy. [acred and [aving TErutbs , as. thine; 
that [be may believe,loye and obey tbem as T bine, cleared 
from all ru[l and droffe of umane mixtures. | 

T hat in tbe alaffe of thy T rutb. [he may fee tbe , in . 
thofe mercies Yobicb thou bajt offered to usn thy Son Jj t- 
fus 
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J | p 
fus Chrift, our onely Saviour, and [erve tbee in al! tbofe 
E Ejoly duties , wbicb mo[? agree With bis Floly doctrine, 
Wd and moff imitable example. 


T be experience Ye bave of the vanity, and uncertam- 


ty of all bumane glor) and greatnefse, in. our. [catterings 
and Eclipfes, let it make us both. [omuch the more ambi- 


| tious to be ive[Ted in thofe durable bonours , and perfe- 
I7 bicl :ly to be. found in thy [elf ,' and ob- 
B Chions, whbicb. are one'y to be. j0una in ty je] , anao 


I tained tbrougb efus Chrift. 


|8. "Upon. His Majeflies repulfe at FTall, 


* eredi 


and the fates of. ihe Hothams. 


Y repulfe at Elull (eemed at the fift view an 
La& of fo rude dilloyalty , that My greateft 


! enemies had fcarce confideace enough to abett,or 


| own it:It was the firft overceffay to be made,how 
| patiently I could bear thelofle of My Kingdoms. 


God knows,it affected me more w^ fhame and 
forrow for others, then with anger£or my (elf.nor 
did the affront done to Me, trouble Me (o much 
as their fin, which admitted no colour or excute. 

I was refolved how to bear this, & much more, 
with patience : But I. forefaw thcy could hardly 
contain themfelves within the compatle of this 
one unworthy act, who had cffrontery enough to 
commit, or countenance i lhis was but the 
hand of that cloud, which was foon a'ter to over- 
fpread che whole Kingdome,and caft all in:o dit- 
order and darknetle. For 
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For 'tis among the wicked Maximes of bold | 
and difloyall undertakers: That bad actions muft. | 
alwayes be feconded with worfe, and rather not. 
5€ begun, then not carried on: for they think the 
retreat more dangerous then the attault, and hate 
rcpentance more then perfeveranceina fault. 

This gave Me to fee clearly through all the 
pious difguifes , and foft palliations of fome 
inen; whole words were fometime fmoother 
then oyl; but now I faw they would prove 
very Swords. 

Againft which I having (as yet) no defence, 
but that of a good Conícience, thought it My 
beft policie ( with patience) to bear what I could 
not remedie : And in this ( I thank God) I had 
the better of Flotbam, that no diídain, or emotion 
of pafsion tranfported Me , by the indignitie of 
his carriage, to do or fày any thing unbefeeming 
My felf, or unfüitable co that temper , which, 
in greateft injuries, Ithink, beft becomes a Chri- 
ftan, as coming neareft to. the great example 
ot Chrift. 

And indeed, I defire alwaies more to remem- 
ber Lam a Chriftian, then a King; for what the 
Mlajeftie ofthe one might juftly abhorre, the cha- 
ritie of the other is willing to bear; what the 
height of a King tem pieth co revenge, the humi- 
ltie of a Chriftiaa teacheth to forgive. Keeping 
in compafl: all thcfe impoteat paísions , whofe 
| excelle 
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J| exceffe injures a man, more then his greateft ene- 
'| mies can; for thefe give their malice a full impref. 
1 fion on our fouls, which otherwaies cannot reach 
'f very farre, nor do us much hurt. 
1. Icannot but obferve, how God not long after 
1 fo pleaded and avenged My caufe in the eie of the 
| world , that the moft wilfully blind cannot a- 
| void the difpleafure to fee it, and with fome re. 
| moríeand fear to own it, as a notable ftroke and 
| predi&ion of divine vengeance. 
| For, Sir ob Ehtban unteproched, unthreaten- 
ed, uncurfed by any language or lecret impre- 
| cation of Mine, oncly blafted with the Confci- 
rence of his own wickedneífe , and falling from 
| one inconftancie to another, not long after payes 
| his ownand his eldeft Sons heads, as forfeitures 
of their difloyaltie to thofe men, from whom, 
jfurely he might have expeóted another. reward, 
jthen thus to divide their heads from their bo- 
| dies, whofe hearts. with chem were divided froim 
I their KiNG. 
^. Nor is it flrange that they. who employed 
jthem at firft in fo high a fervice, and fo fücceflz- 
Ifull to them, fhould not find mercie enough to 
jforgive Him, who had fo much premerited of 
Ithem: For , Apoflacie unto Loyaltie fome men 
Jaccount the moft unpardonable finne. 
| Nordid a folitarie vengeance lerve the turn,the 
| cutting off one head in a Familie, is not enough 
J 


to 
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to expiate the affront done to the head of the 
Common:weal. 'fhe eldeft Son muft be invol. 
ved in the punifhment , as he was infected with 
the fin. of the Father , againft the Father of his 
Countrey : Root and branch God cuts off in 
one day. 

Theíe obfervations are obvious to every fan. 
cie: God knows , I was fo fatre from rejoycing 
inthe ZJetham's ruine , (though it were fuch as 
was able to give the greateft thirft for revengea 
full draught , being executed by them who firít 
employed him againft Me) that [o farre pitied 
him; as I thought he at firft acted more againft 
thelight of his Confcience, then many other men 
do in the fame caufe. 

For, he was never thought to be of that fuper- 
ftitious fowreneffe, which lome men pretend to, 
in matters of. Religion ; which fo darkens their 
judgement, that they cannot fee any thing of Sin 
and Rebellion in thofe means they ufe, with in- 
tents to reform to their Models, of what they. 
call Religion ; who think all is gold of pietie, 
which doth but glifter with a fhew of zeal and 
fervencic. 

Sir Jobn Hotban was, lchink , aman of ano- 
ther temper, and fo moft liable to thofe downs 
right temptations of ambition, which have no 
cloke ot cheat of Religion to impofe upon them. 
felves or others. 

] hat 
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That which makes me more pitie him is, tha 
| after he began to have fome inclinations toward; 
| a repentance for his fin, and reparation of his du. 
| ty to Me , he fhould be fo unhappie as to fall in- 
| to the hands of their Juftice, and not my mercie, 
who could as willingly have forgiven him, as he | 
could have asked that favour of. Me. D. 
For Hthink clemencie a debt, which we ought ll 
to pay to thofe that crave it, when we have caufe 
to believe they would not after abufe it;fince God i 
himfelf fufters us not to pay any thing for his | | 
mercie, but onely prayers and praifes. 

Poore Gentleman,he is now become a notable 
monument of unprofperous ditloyaltie, teachin 
the world by fo ad and unfortunate a fpe&acle, 

| thatthe rude carriage of a Subje& towards his 
Sovereigne, carries alwaies its own vengeance, as 
an unfeparable fhadow with it, and thoíe of 
provethe moft fatall and implacable executioners 
of it, who were the fift employers in the fervice. 
After-times. will difpute it, whether. Eiotham 
Were more infamous at Ful, or at Tower-hill, 
| though "uis certain that no punifhment fo. flains 
| amans Honour, as wilíull perpetrations of un- 
worthy actions; which befides the conícience of 
| the fin, brands with moft indelible chara&ers of 
| infamy, the name and memory to pofterity, who 
, not engaged in the Factions of the times have the 
| moft impartiall refle&ions on the actions. 
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But thou, O Lord , who ba$t in fo remarkable a way 
ivenged thy Servant, [uffer me uot to take any fecret plea- | 
ure in it: for as bis deatb bath fatisfied tbe injury be did 
to me, fo let me not by it grati fie any pa[sion in me , les I 
make tby vengeance to be mine , and. confider the affront 

. FT nl . d 

again[t me, more then the [inne against thee. | 

Thou indeed, without amy de[ire or endeavour of mine, 
baf! made bis mifcbief to return on bis on bead, and bis 
violent dealing to come dan on bis own pate. 

Thon baft pleaded My caue, even before tbe. [ous of | 
men, und taken. tbe matter mto thine oYn bands .. that | 
men máy know it was thy work , and. fee tbat tbou, Lord, | 


baft done it. 
I do not, I dare not. fay, So let Mine enemies perf O | 
Lord! yea, Lord, vatber give them repentance, pardon, and | 
impunity, if it be tb) blefsed will. | 
Let not thy ju[Tice prevent tbe. obye£ls and opportuni- | 
ties of my mercy; yea, let them live and amend Yho bave 
mof? offended. Me in. fo bigb a nature ; tbat Imay bave 
thofe to. forgive, sebo bear ino[? proportion in tbeir offen- 
ces to thofe tre[paffes agaiist thy Majefly , wbicb I bope 
thy mercy batb foreiveu Me. 
Lord lay not their. fins. (who yet live) to their charge 
for condemnation, but to their confciences for amendment: 
Let the ligbtning of. this tbunderbolt , obicb batb been | 
fo fevere a puni[bhment to. ane , be a terrour to all. 
Difcover to them their [in , Who know wot they baye | 


done ami[fe, and. [care them. from their. fin, that. fin of 
malicious Yickedneffe. | | 


ha f 
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JW — hat preventing tby jtdgements by their. true. vepen- 
| tance, they may e[cape the [Irokes of. tbine eternal ven- 
|| geance. 
|. Hind do thou, O Lord, eslablif the Throne of tby far» 
| vant in mercy and trutb meeting tovetber, let my. Crown 
. ever flouri[b inviebteou[nes and peace Kifsing eacb other, 
| Flear my prayer, O Lord, ho baff. taught us to pray 
J| for, to do good to, and. to love our enemies, for thy. [ake: 
| ybo base. prevented us with offertures of. thy love, even 
| amben we were tbine enemies; and bafT [ent tby Sonne 3e- 


P fus ChrifI to die for us, wben we were difpojed to cruci- 
| fie bim. : 


9. "Upon tbe Lifting , and raifme. Armies 
againft tbe King. 


Find that Lam atthe fame point and pofture 
. I was, when they forced Me to leave Wbiteball: 
What Tumults could not do, an. Armie muft, 
which is buc Tumults lifted, and. enrolled to a. 
| better order, but as bad an end: My recefle 
| hath giventhern confidence that I may be con- 
| quered. 
|. Andíoleafily may as toany outward flrengtb, 
| Which, God knows, is little or noneatall : Bur 1 
| have aSoul invincible chrough Gods grace ena» 
bling Me ; here l am füre to be Conquerour, if 
| God will give. Me füch. a. meafure of. Conftan- 
cie; asto fear him.more then man ; and to. lovz 


E the 
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the inward peace of My Conícience, beforeany | 
outward tranquillity. 

And muft I be oppofed with force, becaufe 
they have not reafon wherewith to convince me? 
O my Ííoul! be of good courage, they confelfe | 
their known weakneffe, as to Truth and Ju- 
fice, who choofe rather to contend by Armies, 
then by Arguments. | 

Is chisthe reward and thanks that I am to re- 
ceive, for thofe many A&ts of grace I have late- 
y paffed, and for thofe many indignities I have | 
cndured ? Is their no way left to make Me a glo- | 
rious Kixc, but by my fufferings ? 

It is a hardand difputable choice for a King | 
that loves his People, and defires their love, ei- | 
ther to kill his own Subjects, or to be killed by 
them. 

Are the hazards and miferies of. Civil War in | 
the bowels of My moft flourifhing Kingdom, | 
the fruits I muft now reap after feventeen years | 
living and reigning among them , with fücha | 
meafure of. Juftice, Peace, Plenty, and Religion, | 
as all Nations about either admired, or envied? 
notwithftanding fome miícarriages in Govern- | 
ment, which might eícape rather through ill | 
counfel of fome men driving on their private | 

ends, or the peevifhneffe of. others, envying the | 
*publick fhould be managed without them; or the | 
£ hidden & infuperable necefSities of State, chen any | 
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propenfitie, I hope, of My Self, either to injuri- 
oufpeffe or opprefsion. 

Whofe innocent bloud during My reigne have 
I fhed,, to fatishe My luft, anger, or covetoufnes : 
What Widows or Orphaus tears can. witneffe a- 
gainft Me; the jüft cry of which mu(ít now be. a- 
venged with My own bloud ? For the hazard: 
of War are equal, nor doth the Canon know any 
refpe&t of perfons, 

In vain is My Períon excepted by a. Parenthe- 

fis of. words, when fo many hands are armed a- 
gainft Me with I words, | 

God knows how much I have ftudied to. fee 
What ground of Juftice is alledged for this War 
againft Me; that fo I might ( by giving juft fatis- 
faction ) either. prevent, or oon end fo unnatu- 
ralla motion; which (to many. men ) Íeems ra- 
ther the produ&ions of a furfet of peace, and 
wantonneffe of minds, or of private diícontenis, 
Ambition, and Faction ( which eafily find, o: 
make cauíes of quarrel ) then any reall obftru- 
&ions of publick Tuftice, or Pa:liamenzry Pri- 
viledge. : 

Butthis is pretended, and this | mu(t be able to 
avoid and anfwer before God in My own coníci- 
ence , however ome men are not willingto be- 
lieve Me, left chey fhould condemn themfelves. 

When I firft with-drew froma Woiteball, co fec if 
| could allay the infolencies of the T'umults, (th 
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not fupprefsing of which, no account in Reafon 
can be given, (where an orderly Guard was gran- 
ted) but onely to opprefle both Mine, and the 
two Houfes freedome, of. declaring and voting 
according to every mans Confcience) what ob- 
ftructions of. Tuftice were there further then this, 
that what feemed juft to one. man, might not 
Ícem fo to another ? 

Whom did I by power protect againft the Ju- 
füce of Parliament ? 

Thatíome men with-drew , who feared. the 
partiality of their triall, ( warned by my Lord of 
Straffords death) while the vulgar threatned to be 
their Oppreflours, and Judgers of their Judges, 
was from that inftin& which is in all. creatures, 
to preferve themfelves. Jf any others refufed to 
appear, where they evidently faw the current. of 
Jultice and Freedome fo ftopped and troubled 
by the Rabble, that their lawfull Judges either 
durft not come tothe Houfes,or not declare their 
fenfe with liberty and fafety ; it cannot feem 
frange to any reafonable man , when the fole 
expofing them to publick odiwn , was enough | 
to ruine them , before their caufe could be heard 
ortryed. | 

Had not fictious Tumults over-born the Free- 


dome and Honour of the two Houfes, had they 


afferted their juftice againft them , and made 
the way open for all che Members quietly to come 
08 e sd 


Eiàs Baevuut.4 53 
and declare their Confciences : I know no man 
Ío dear to Me, whom I had the leaft inclination 
to advife either to with-draw himfelf, or denie 
appearing upon their fummons , to whofe fen- 
tence according to Law ( I think) every Subje& 
bound to ftand. 

Diftempers ( indeed ) were rifen to fo gteat a 
height, for want of timely reprefsing the vulgar 
inlolencies; chat the greateft guilt of thofe which 
were voted and demanded as Delinquents, was 
this, That they would not fuffer themfelves to be 
over-aw' d with the Tumults, and their Patrons; 
nor compelled to abet by their fuffrages or. pre- 
fence, the defignes of thofe men who agitated 
innovations, and ruine, both in Church. & State. 

Inthis point [ could not but approve their ge- 
nerous conítancie and cautioufneffe; further chen 
this I did never allow any mans refractorinefle 
againft che Priviledges and Orders of che Houfes; 
to whom I wifhed nothing more then Safetie, 
Fulneffe, and Freedome. 

But the truth is, Íome men, and thofe not ma. 
ny,depairing in fair and Parliamentary waies by 
free deliberations and Votes, to gain the concur- 
rence of the major part of Lords and Commons, 
betook themfelves ( by the defperate activity of 
fa&tious Tumults ) to fift and terrifie away all 
thofe Members , whom they faw to be of con- 
|» trary minds totheir purpofes. 
wie. How 
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How oft was the bufineffe of. the Bifhops en: 
joying their Ancient places, and undoubted Pri- 
viledges in the Houfe of Peers, carried for them 
by farrethe major pat of. Lords, Yet after five 
repulfes, contrary to all Order and Cuftome, ic 
was by tumultuary infligations obtruded again, 
and by a few carried, when molt of the Peers 
were forced to abfent themfelves. 

In like manner, was the Bill againft Root and 
Branch,brought on by tumultuary clamouts,and 
Íchifmaticall Terrours , which could never patfe, 
dll both Houfes. were fufficiently thinned and 
over-awed. 

To which partiality, while in all Reafon, Tu- 
fice, and Religion, my conícience forbids Me 
by confenting to make up their Votes to Acts of 
Parliament; I muft now be urged with an Army, 
and conftrained cither to hazard My own, and 
My Kingdoms ruine , by my Defence ; or pro- 
trate my Confcience to the blind obedience of 
thofe men, whofe zealous fuperflition thinks, 
or pretends, they cannot do God and the Church 
à greater fervice, then. utterly to deftroy that Pri. 
mdive,Apoftolicall, and anciently Univerfall Go- 
vernment of the Church by Bifhops. 

Which if other mens judgements bind them 
i0 m?intaln, o: forbids them to confent to the 

^olifhing of it, Mine much more; who be- 
4:3 the grounds. I have in My judgement, have 
znalfo 
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| alfo a moft ftri and indifpenfable Oath upon 
! My Gonfcience, to preferve that Order , and the 


! Rights of the Church ; to which moft facrilegi- 


ous and abhorred Perjury, moft unbefeeming a 


Chriflian King, fhould Lever by giving My con- 


|! fent be betrayed , I fhould account it infinitely 
| greater mifery, then any hath, or can befall Me; 
| in as much as the leaft finne hath more evil in it, 


then the greateft affliction. Had Igratified their 


| Anti-epifcopall Faction at firftin this point, with 


my confent, and facrificed the Ecclefiafticall Go- 


. vernment and Revenues, to the furie of their co. 
| vetoufneffe, ambition, and revenge, believe they 


would then have found no colourable necefsitie 
of raifingan Armie to fetch in,and. punifh. De- 
linquents. | 

"That I confented to the Bill of. putting the Bi- 
fhops out of the Houfe of Peers, was done with 
a firm perfwafion of their contentednefe to 
fuffer a prefent diminution in their Rights and 
Honour for My fake, and the Common weals, 
which I was confident they would readily yield 
unto, rather then occafion ( by the leaft obftru- 
&ionon their pa:t ) any dangers to Me or to My 
Kingdom. That I cannot adde My confent for 
the totall extirpation of that Government( which 
I have often offered to all fit regulations ) hath 
fo mach furtler tie upon My Conlcience , as 
what [think Religious and. Aboftolicall; and 
EIC lo 


Ó 


$6 Eixàr Baciuw. | 
fo very Sacred and Divine, is not to be difpenfed | 
with, or deftroyed, when what is onely of civill | 
Favourgnd priviledge of Honour granted to men | 
of that O:der , may with their confent. who are | 
concerned in it, be annulled. | 
This is the true ftate of chofe obftructions pre- 
tended to be in point of Juftice, and Authoritie | 
of Parliament ; when I call Ged to witnelfe, I. | 
knew none of füch confequence as was worth | 
fpeaking of a War, being onely füch as Juftice, | 
Reaíon, and Religion had made in mine own 
and other mens Coníciences. 
Afterwards indeed , a great fhew of Delin- | 
quents was made, which were but confequences | 
neceffarily following upon Mine, or others with. | 
drawing from, or defence againft violence: but | 
thofe could not be the firft occafion of raifingan | 
Armie againft Me. Wherein I was fofar from | 
prevenung them, (as they have declared often, | 
that they might feem to have the advantage and 
Juftice of the defenfive part, and load Me with 
all the envie and injuries of firft aflaulting them ) 
that God knows,I had not fo muchas any hopes 
of an Armie in My thoughts, Had the Tumults 
been Honourably and Effe&ually repreffed by 
cxemplary fuftice, and the libertie of tbe Houfes 
o vindicated, that all Members of either Houfe 
might with Honour and Freedome, becoming 


2 


fuch aSenate , have come and difcharged their 
Coníci- 
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IConfciences, I had obtained all that I. defigned 
ll by my withdrawing , and had much more wil- 
Iingly, and fpeedily returned, then I retired; this 
being my necefsity driving , the other my choice 
defiring. 
| Butíome men knew , I was like to bring the 
|fame judgement and conítancie, which I carri- 
led with Me, which would never fit their de- 
Ifignes : and fo whilethey invited Me to come, 
and grievoufly complained of my abfence, yet 
!they could not but be pleafed with it: efpecially 
When they had found out that plaufible and po. 
pular pretext of raifing an Armie to fetch in De- 
linquents : when all that while they never puni. 
fhed the greateft and. moft intolerable Delin- 
quencie of the Tumults;and their exciters, which 
|drave my Selfand fo many ofboth Houfes from 
their places , by moft barbarous indignities, 
which yet in all Reafon and Honour , they were 
as loth to have deferted , as thofe others were 
|! willing they fhould , that fo they might have oc- 
| cafion to perfecute them with the injuries of an 
| an Army , for not füffering more tamely thein- 
; juries of the Tumults. 
| That this is the true. ftate and firft drift and 
| defigne in raifing an Armie againft Me, is by the 
| fequell fo evident, that all other pretences vanifh. 
| For when they declared by Propofitions , or 
| Treaties, what they would have to appeale di 
there 
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there was nothing of eonfequence offered to 
me, or demanded of me , as any originall diffe- 
rence in any point of. Law, or order of Juftice. 
But among other leffer Innovations , this chief- 
ly was urged , The Abolition of Epifcopall, 
and the Eftabliffhiment of Presbyterian Govern- 
ment. | 

All other things at any time propounded, were 
either impertinent as to any ground of a Warre, 
or eafily granted by Me, and onely to makeup 
a number, or elfe they were merely confequenti- 
all, and acceffary , after che Warre was by them 
unjuftly begun. 

I cannot hinder other mens thoughts , whom 
the noife and fhew of pietie, and heat for Refor- 
mation and Religion , might eafily fo fill with 
prejudice,that all equality and clearneffe of judge- 
ment might beobftructed. But this was, and i5, 
as to my beft obfervation , the true ftate of affairs 
between us , when they firft. raifed an Armie, 
with this defigne, either to ftop my mouth, or to 
force my coníent: and in this truth , asto my. 
conícience , (who was (God knows) as farre 
from meditating a Warre , as I was in the eie of 
the world from having any preparation for one) 
I find that comfort , that in. the midft of allthe 
unfortunate fucceffes of chis Warre, on my fide, 
I do not think my Innocencie any whit prejudi- 
ced or darkened: Noram I without that integri- 


ty, 
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I. 

J| tie, and Peace before God , as with humble con- 
| hdenceto addreffe my Prayer to Him. 


|. For Thou, O Lord , feeft clearly tbrougb all tbe clou- 

J| dings of bumane affairs, Thou judgeft without prejudice: 

3 T by omnifcience eternally gusdes thy unerrable judgement. 
|. O my Ged, tbe proud are rifen against Me, and the 
affemblies of "violent. men bave fought. after my foul, 
and bave not fet "Thee before their eyes. 

Confider My enemies, O Lord, for they are many, and 
V tbey bate Me with a deadly batred without a caufe. 
|. For thou knomest, I bad no pafsion defigne, or prepara» 
tion to embroyl my Kingdoms in a Civil Warre; wbereto I 
1 Pad least temptation, as knowing I mu[? adventure more 
Atben any,. and. could gain least of any by it. 

Thou, O Lord, art my witne[fe bow oft I bave deplo. 
red, and [Hudied to divert the nece[sity thereof, wherein I 
| cannot Yell be thougbt fo prodigally thiv[Ty of my Subjetls 

J bloud, as to venture my oYn Life, which I bae been oft 
compelled to. do in this unbappy Warre; and wbicb were 
better [pent to fave, then to deflroy my People. 

O Lord, Ineed mucb of thy grace, witb patienceto bear 
| the many af fli£tions thou ba$t [uffered fome men to brine 
| upon Me ; but mucb more to bear the unjufl reprocbes of. 
| £hofe, bo not. content that I. [uffer most. by tbe Warre, 

will needs. perf'wade the world, tbat 1 bave raifed first or 
given just caufe to vatfe it. | 

The confidence of fome mens falfe tonvues is. [uch that 
the [mould make Me almoft fufpett mys own. binoccncie: 


Yed ; 
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Yea, I could be content. (at least by mmy. filence ) te. take 
upon Me fo ereat a guilt. before men, if by tbat. I might 
állay tbe malice of my Enemies , and redeem my (People 
from this mi iferable Warre, fice thou, O Lord, know 
m) innocency in this thing. 

Thon wilt. find out bloudy and. deceitfull men ; many 
of "»bom bave wot lived out. balf. their dayes , in : which 
they prowiifed. them[elcves tbe. enjoymeut. of the fruits of 
their violent and wicked Counfels. 

Save, O Lord, thy fervant, as hitherto tbou bafT, and 
in tby due time catter the people that delight in Warre. 

Arife, O Lord, liftup tby. [elf , becaufe of tbe rage of. 
mine Enemies, which enc eafeth more and more, (Bebold. 
them. that bye. conceived mifcbief , travelled witb ini- 
quitie, and brought. forth fal[bood. 

Thou kuowe[t the chief defigne of this Warre is, 
either to deflroy My Per[on , or. foree My Judge 
meni, dnd to make Me renege My Concience and. tby 
That; ] 

Iam driven tocroffe Davids choice , and deftre , ra- 
ther to fall into tbe bands of. inen by denying them, 
(thougb. their mercies be cruel, ) then into thy bands by 
Jiming again[! My Confcience , and in that agam[L thee, 
who art a con[uming fire :. Better tbey deftroy Me, then 
thon [bouldf] damn Me. | 

Be thou ever the defence of My. foul, Yebo wilt fave. 
tbe upriebt in beart. | 

Jf uothine but My bioud will [atisfie My Enemies, or 
qu: ncb tbe flame es of my Kingdoms , or tLy temporal 
Juftice, 
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| [jnfHice, I am content, if it be tby will , that it be fbed by 
[Mite on Subjects bands. 

4. But, O let tbe bloud of Me, though their King , yet a 
Jfinmner , be wafhed witb tbe. bloud of My Innocent. and 
IPeace-making Redeemer , for. in that tby uflice will 
fid not onely a temporary expiation , but an eternall ple- 
mary Jatisfatton, both for My Jis, and tbe fins of. My 
People ; whom I befeech thee. fHill own for thine , and 
Wben thy 3eratb. ís appeafed by My Deatb , O0 remember 
"by great mercies tomard them! and forgive them. my 
Fatber! for they know not wbat they do. 


to. "Upon tbeir feiz'ing tbe Rmos Maga- 
| gines, Forts, JN(avy, and Militia. 
H Ow untruly I am/ Charged. with the firft 


raifing of an Army , and beginning this Ci- 
ril Warre, the eyes that onely pitie Me, and the 
Loyall hearts that durft onely. pray for Me , at 
arft might witneffe, which yet appear not fo ma- 
iy on My fide, as there were men in Arms lifted 
;gainft Me: My unpreparedneffe fora War may 
vell dif-hearten thole that would help Me, while 
targues(uuly) my unwillingneffe to fight ; yet 
t ceftifies for Me, that Lam fet on the defenfive 
"art, having fo little hopes or power to offend 
hers, that | have none to defend My felf, 
Y to preferve what is mine own from their 
»roreption. 


fh CS 
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No man can doubt but they prevented Me iri 
their purpofes, as well as their injuries , Who are 
fo much beforehand in their preparations againft 
Mi, and furprifalls of my ftrength. Such as aré 
not for Them , yet dare not be for Me; fo over- 
aw'dis their Loyaltie by the others numbers and : 
terrours. TL believe my Innocencie, and unprepa- 
redneffe to affert my Rights and Honour, makes. 
Me the more guiltie in their efteem, who would 
not fo eafily have declared a Warre againft Me, 
if I had firft affaulted them, A | 
They knew my chiefeft Arms left Me, were | 
thofe onely , which the ancient Chriftians were 
wont to ule againft their Perfecutours , Prayers 
and Tears. Theíe may ferve a good mans turn, 
if not to Conquer as a Souldier , yet to fuffer as 
a Martyr. i 
Their preventing of Me, and furprizing my 
Caflles, Forts, Arms , and Navie, with the Mili- 
tía, is fo farre beft for Me , that it may drive Me 
from putting any truft in che arm of flefh , and. 
wholly to caft my Self into the protection of the 
living God , who can fave by few , or none , as 
well as by many. 3 
He that made the greedie Ravens to be Elias 
Caterers , and. bring him food , may alfo make 
their lurprifall of outward force and defence, 
an opportunitie to fhew Me the. fpeciall fup- 
port of his power and protection. ; 
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I thank God , I reckon not now the want o£ 
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|| tection, as my Peoples. 

d. Their many and fore opprefsions grieve Me, 
:| Iam above my own ; what | want in the hands 
!|. of Force and Power , I have in the wings of 
"| Faith and Praier. 


But this is the ftrange method theíe men will 


!Y needs take, to zefolve their riddle of making Me. 


;f a glorious King, by taking away my Kingly 
$ power: Thus I fhall become a fupport to my 
'4 Friends, and à Terrour to my Enemies ; by bein 
«4 unableto füccour the one , or fupprefle the other. 
4 Forthus have they defigned , and propoled co 
i! Me, the new modelling of Sovereigntie and 
4 Kingfhip ; fo without any realitie of power, fo 
J without any necefsitie of fübjeétion and obedi- 
f ence; that the Majeftie of the Kings of England 
1 might hereafter, hang like Mabomets Tom b, bya 
| magnetick Charm , between the Power and Pri. 
| viledges ofthe two Houfes, in an aierie imagina- 
| tion of Regalitie. 

But I believe the fürfet of too much Power, 
| which fome men have greedily feized on, and 
J| now Íeck wholly to devoure, will erc long make 
[the Common-wealth fick both o£. it and them, 
ffünce they cannot. well digeft it. — Soverciene 
] power in Subjeóts feldome agreeing with the ito- 
| machs of Fellow-fübjcéts. | 


| 
1 
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t] the Militia, fo much in reference to my OWn pro- - 
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^ Yet I have even in this point of the conftant ! 


Militia fought,by fatisfying their fears and impor- 
tunities, both co fecure my Friends,and overcome 
mine Enemies, to gain the peace of all, by depri- 
ving my Self of a fole power to help or hurt any; 
yielding the Militia ( which is my  undoubted 
Right no leffe then the Crown) to be difpofed of 
as the two Houfes fhall think fit, during my time. 
So willing am Ito bury all Tealoufies in them, 
of Me, and to live above all Tealoufies of them, 
as to my Self; I defire not to be (afer then I wiíh 
them and My People; ifl had the fole actuall 
difpofing of the Militia , I could not protect My 
People , further then they prote&ed Me, and 
themfelves, fo chat the ufe of the Militia is mutu- 
All. I would buc defend my Self fo farre, as to be 
able to defend my good fubje&ts from thofe mens 
violence and fraud, whe conícious to their own 
evil merits and defignes , will needs períwade 
the world , that none but Wolves are fit to be 


trüfted with. the cuftody of the Shepherd and his. 


Flock. Milerable experience hath taught My fub-. 
jeéts, fince power hath been wrefted from Me, 
and employed againft Me and Them ; that nei- 
ther can be fafe, i£ both be notin fuch a way, as 
the Law hath. entrufted. the publick fafetie ànd, 
welfare. 


Yet even this Concefsion of mine as to the-exe 
ercife of the Militia, fo vaft and large, 1s not fatis-. 
| factory, 


í 
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| factory to fome men, which feem to be enemies 
-jnot to Me onely, but to all Monarchy ;and are re- 
' Jfolved to tranfmit to pofteritie füch [ealoufies of 
Jthe Crown, as they fhould never permit it to. en- 
joy its juft and neceffary Rights,in point of pow- 
. per; to which ( atlaft ) all Law is refolved, while 
gthereby it is beft protected. 
4 But here Honour and Jüftice due to my Suc- 
f eeffors, forbid Meo yield to füch a total aliena- 
'Jtion of that power from them, which civilitie 
and duty ( no leíle then. Tuftice and Honour) 
3 fhould have forbad them to have asked of Me. 
4 For, although I can be content to eclipfe my 
f own beams;to fatisfie cheir fears, whothink they 
3 muft needs be (corched or blinded, if I fhould 
1 fhine in the full luftre of Kingly power, where- 
1 with God and the Laws have invefted Me; yet I 
? will never confent to put outtheSun of Sove- 
3 reigntie to all Pofterity; and fucceeding Kings ; 
| Whofe juft recovery of their Rights from unjuft 
J ufurpations and extortions, fhall never be pre: 
J judiced or obítru&ed by any A&t of Mine, which 
indeed would not be mote injurious to fucceed- 
ing Kings, then to My Subje&ts; whom I. defire 
| to leave in a condition not wholly defperate for 
| the future; fo as by a Law to be ever fübjected to 
| thofe many faétious diftractions; which muft 
| needs follow the many-headed £jdra of Go- 
| Vernment; Which as it makes a. fBew to tlie Peo: 
E F ple 
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ple to have morc eyes to forefee; fo they will find 
it hath more mouths too, which muft be fatisfi- 
ed : and (at beft ) it hath rather a monftrofitie, 
'hen any thing of perfcétion, beyond that of right 
Monarchy; where counícl may be in many as 
theflenfes, butthe upreme Power can be but in 
One as the Head. 

Happily, when men have tried the horrours 
and malignant influence, which will certainly 
follow My enforced daikneífe and eclypfe (occa- 
lioned by the interpofition and fhadow of that 
bodie, which ( as the Moon) receiveth its chief- 
cft light from Me ) they will at length. more 
efleem and welcome the reftored glory and blef- 
fing of the Suns light, 

And if at prefent I may feem by My receding 
lo much from the ufe of My Rught, in the pow- 
er of the Militia, to come fhort of the diícharge 
ot that truft, to which Lam fworn for my Peo- 
ples protection; I conceive thofe men are guiltie 
of the enforced perjury, (i£ fo it may feem) who 
compeil Mcetotake this new and frange way 
of difcharging My truft, by fceming to delert it; 
of protecting my Subjects, by AR My Self. 
to danger or difhonour, for their lafetie and 
quiet. 

Which in the confli&s of Civil Warre, and 
advantages of Power, cannot be cffe&ed but by 
!ome fide yielding; to which the greateft love of 

orcthe 
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the publick peace, & the firmeft affurance of Gods 
protection (. arifing from a good conícience ) 
| doth more invite Me, then can be expected from 


à other mens fears; which arifing from the inju- 


3! fice of their actions ( though never lo fucceífe. 


luf 


"A 
z 


full ) yet dare not adventure their Authouts upon 
any other way of (afetie, chen that of the Sword 


t and Militia, which yet are but weak defences 
 againft the ftrokes of. Divine Vengeance, which 
| Will overtake ; or of mens own Coníciences, 
Which alwayes attend. 1njurious perpetrations. 


For My Self, 1 do not think that Lean wan: 


.any thing, which providentiall necelsity is plea- 
fed to take from Me, in order to my Peoples 
 tranquillity and Gods glory, whole protection is 
| fufficient for Me, and he is able by his being 
| With Me, abundantly to compeníateto Me, as 


he did to Tob, what evet honour, power, or li- 


4. bertie, che Chaldeans, the Sabeans , or the Deyi] 


himfelf can deprive Me of, 
Although they take from Me all Defence of 


| Arms and Militia, all refuge by land, of Forts, 


and Cafílles ; all light by 1ea in my 5hips, and 


| Navie: yea, though they ítudie to rob M ot. the 


Hearts of. my Subje&ts, the greateft T'reature and 


| beíL ammunition of a King, yet cannot they de- 


rive Me of mine own innocency, ot Gods mer- 


| cie, nor obftruc& my wayto Heavea. 
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698 Ev Bacouun. | 
Therefore, O my God, to thee I fle for. help, if. thon | 

ilt be on my fide, [ball bave more Wwitb me, then can be 

agatn[L me. | 

S my: . . . i T * e 

L bere is none in Eleaven, or in Eartb, that I defive in 
coniparifon of "Thee: In tbe loffe cf all, be tbou more then | 
all to Me. Make bafle to. [uccour. me, "Thou. that never 
f aileft them, tbat put their. trust in thee. 

I bou fee[t. 1 baye no poXer to eppofe tbem tbat come | 
againft Me, Ybo are encouraged to fibt under the. pre- 
terce of figbtme for Me: But my eyes are toward I bee. | 

1 bou needeff no belp, nor [ball I, if. Imay baye tbine: 
Tf not to conquer, yet at leaff to fuffer. | 
—— Jf thou deligbte[E not in my fafetie and profperity, be- 
bold, bere I am, willing to be reduced to "what thou wilt : 
bave mes whofe Judeements oft begin Yitb tbine own 
Children. 

Lam content to be notbine, that "Then mayft be all, 

: T bou baff taugbtme , "That. no King can be faved by 
toe multitude of an bolt . but Jet thou canfi fave me by 
Lbe multitude of tby mercies , bo art tbe Lord of Fofis, 
4nd tbe Father of mercis, 


Felb me, O Lord who am fore diftreffed on every fide; 


/2 


Jet be tbou on my fide, and I hall not fear imbat man can 


JJ 
$0 1010 m9pe, 
ill eive thy uffice tbe olory of nm difirjfe. 
: c» i J i fest P * w kr. r 
O let tby mercy bave tbe olory of my delrverance from 
19 | I jj dj C^ ir^ 
Boe tat parfecute my Soul. 
DA my linnec Iauslldonnlsioo ORDRE | 
£y my f[rimes bave Lfouobt aeainft "Thee, and. robbed 
j ^ A JR Put Ear vi " I ; 4 -/8 
2402 f)j LY QIOY y ^?» /n 3 vy, f ) ft 2 ^ | f; ^ ] 
Fee oj Uy giory, Gvoo am. thy fubject, and jufily mayf 
| bo 
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I Tou, by mine own Subjects flip me of my flrengtb,, and 
t eclipfe my glory. 

«But [bew tby felf, O my bope, and onely refuge! Let 

ninot mine enemtes [ay There is no belp for bim in bis God. 

«|. Fold up my goings in tby patbs, tbat my footsleps. flip 
0L» 

Ww —Aeep me as tbe apple of thine eye, bide me under. the 

t fbadow of thy wings. 

«bem thy marvellous loving kindnefse, O thou tbat fa- 

v ve[? by thy right band, them tbat. put their trufl. in tbee, 
from thofe that rife up against them. 

&| - From the wicked tbat oppreffe me, from iy deadly ene- 

ltamies that compa[Te me about. 

"  SbeY me the patb of life. In tby prefence is fulneffe of 


joy, at tby rigbt band there are pleafures for evermare. 


111. "pon the 19. "Propofitions firfl fent to tbe 


^| Kmg;and more afterwards. 


T 
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) 
| A Luhough there be many things they. de- 
/M£ X mand, yecifthefe be all, 1 am glad to fee at 
1 hat price they fet My own fafetie, and My Peo- 
ples peace; which Í cannot think I buy at too 
dear a rate, fave onely the parting with My Con- 
(f cience and Honour. I£ nothing elfe will fatisfie, 
I muit choofe rather to be as miferable and in- 
|Blotious,as My enemies can make or wifh Me. 
||] Some things here propounled to M», hiv? 
jlpeen offered by M: : Others are eafily graaced: 
| Eo lh: 
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The reft (Tthink) ought not to be obtrüded upon | 
Me, with the point et theSword: nor urged with | 
the 1ibjuries o* a War, whenlI have already decla- 
red,that Í cannot yield to them, without violating | 
my Conícience: 'tis ftrange, there can be no mee 
thod of peace,but by making war upon my foul. 

Here are many things required of Me, but I fee 
nothing offered to Me, by the way of gratefull 
exchange of Honour: or any requitall for thofe 
favours I have, or can yet grant them. 

This Honour they do Me, to put Me on the gi- 
ving part, which 1s more Prncely and Divine, 
They cannotask more then I can give, may HL but. 
referve to my Self the Incommunicable jewel of 
my confcience, and not be forced to part. with 
chat, whofe loffe nothing can repair or requite- 

Some things (which they are pleafed to pro- 
pound) feem unreafonable to Me, and while 1 
have any Malflerie of my Reafon , how can they 
think I can confent to thern? Who know they. 
are füch as are inconfiftent with being either a 
King,or a good Chriftian. My yielding fo much. 
(as  havealready ) makes fome men confident I 
Wll denie nothing. 

lhe love I have of my Peoples peace, hath 
( indeed ) great influence upon Me; but the love. 
of Truth and inward Peace hath more. | 

Should I grant fome things they require, T. 
f. uid not lo much weaken my outward flate of 
à 
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Ja King, as woünd that inward quiet of my Con- 
' fcience , which ought to be, is, and ever fhall be 
I(by Gods grace)deater to me then my Kingdoms 
1 Some things which a King might approve;yet 
,in Honour and Policy are at fome time to be de- 
1nied to fome men,lcft He fhould feem notto dare 
A to deny any thing; and give too much incourage- 
ment to ünreafonable demands or importunities. 
confent,to whatever they fhal deftre or propound 
I (for fuch is one of their Propoficions) were fuch a 
Hatitude of blind obedience, as never was expected 
'Ifrom any Freeman, nor fit to be required of any 
"1 man, much leffe of a King by his own Subjects; 
"Tany of whom he may pofsibly exceed as much 
"in wifdome, as he doth in place and power, 
This were as if Seupfon fhould have confented, 
'! not onely to bind his own hands, and cut off his 
T hair, butto put out his own eyes,chat the PhilifHins 
| might with the more fafety mock and abule him, 
* which they chofe rather to do, then quite to dz- 
1 firoy him, when he was become fo tame an. o5- 
/! je&, and fit occafton for their [porc and [corn 
Certainly to exclude all power of deniall,feems 
Lan arrogancy , leaft of all becoming thofe who 
/!| pretend to make their addreffes in an humble 
'* and loyall way of petitioning; who by chat fuffi- 
! ciently confefle their owa iaferiority wich ob 
! gech them to reft, if no: (3tisfied,yet q iieced wich 
T E j 
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But to bind my felf to a generall and implicite | 
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fuch an anfwer as the willand reafon of their Su-.. 
periour thinks fit to give; whois acknowledged | 
to have a freedome and power of Reafon, to con- | 
ferr, or diffent; elfe. it were very foolifh and ab. | 
furd, to ask what another having not libertie to 
denie, neither hath power to grant. 

Butif this be My Right belonging to Me in 
Reafon as a Man, and in Honour asa Sovereigne 
King, (as undoubtedly it doth ) how can it be 
other then extreme injurie, to confine my Rea- 
fon to a neceísity of granting all they havea 
mindto ask, whofe minds may be as differ. 
ing from Mine both in Reafon and Honour, as | 
their aims may be, and their qualities are; which 
laft, God and the Laws have fufhcientdy diftin- | 
guifht, making Me their Sovereigne, and them | 
My Subjects: whofe Propofitions may foon 
prove violent oppofitions, if once they gainto be | 
neceflary impofitions upon the Regal Authority. 
5ince no man feeks to limit and confine his King 
in ;Reaíon, who hath nota fecret aim to fhare 
with him, or ufurp upon him in Power and | 
Dominion. 

But they would have Me truft to their mode- 
rition, and abandon mine own diícretion; that 
fo I might verifie what reprefentations fome have 
made of Metothe world, that Lam fitterto. be 
their Pupill , then their Prince. Truly Fam not fo 
confident of My own fufhi-iency,as not willing- 


ly 
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iy to admit the Counfell of others : But yet I 
ilm not fo diffident of my Self, as brutifhly to 
Mfubmit to any mens di&ates, and at once to be- 
Mtray the Sovereigntie of Reafon in My Soul, 
wand the Majeftie oFMy own Crown to any of 
imy Subjects. 

if^" Leaft of all have Fany ground of credulitie, to 
Winduce me fully to fubmit to all the defires of 
xfehofe men, who will not admit, or do refufe, and 
14neglect o. vindicate the freedome of their own 
iland others, fitting and voting in Parliament. 

«^ Befides, all men that know them, know this, 
il how young States-men ( the moft part) of thefe 
if propounders are; fo that , cill experience of one 
4 feven years hath fhewed me, how well they can 
i| govern themfelves , and fo much power as is 
i wrefted from Me , LH fhould be very foolifh in- 
:] deed, and unfaithfullin my Truft, to put the 
reins of both Reafon and Government , wholly 
out of my own, into their hands; whofe dri- 
!J ving is alreadie too much like 7'ebus, and whote 
! forwardnelfe to afcend thethrone of Supremacie, 
| portends more of Phaeton then of Phebus, God di- 
J| vert the Omen if it be his will 

[^ They may remember , that at beft they fitin 
|| Parliament, as my Subjects, not my Superiours; 
||. called to be my Couníellours , nor Di&ateurs; 


|| "Fheir Summonas extends to. recommend their 


|. advi.e, not to command My duae. 
| When 


qu 
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When Lfirft heard. of Propofitions to be fent 
Me, I expeéted either fome good Laws, which 
had been antiquated by the courfe of time , or 
overlaid by the corruption of manners, had been 
defired to a. reftauration of their vigour and due 
execution ; or fome evil cuftomes preterlegall, 
and abufes perfonall had been to be removed: 
or fome injuries done by My Self , and others, 
to the Common-weal , were to be repaired , or 
ome equable offertures were to be tendred to 
Me, wherein the advantages of my Crown be- 
ing confidered by them, might fairly induce Me 
to condefcend , to what tended to my Subje&s 
good, without any great diminution of My 
Self, whom Nature, Law, Reafon, and Religi- 
on bind Me (in the firft place) to preferve: wich- 
out which it is impofSible to preferve my People, 
according to my Place. 

Or (atleaft) I looked for fuch moderate de- 
fires of due. Reformation of what. was (indeed 
amiflein Church and State, as might ftill preferve 
the foundation and effentialls of Government in 
both; not fhake and quite overthrow. either of 
them, without any regard to the Lawsin force, 
the wildome and pictie of former Parliaments, 
the ancient and univerfall pra&tife of. Chriftian 
Churches; the Rights and Priviledges of particu- 
lar men: Nor yet any thing offered in lieu, or in 
the room of whar muft be deftroyed ; which 
mieht 
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1 fnight at once reach the good end of the others 
 Inffitution , and alfo fupplie its pretended. de- 

| fe&s , reform its abules, and fatisfie fober and 
wife men , not with fof and [pecious words, 

| pretending zeal and fpeciall pietie ; but with pre- 
gnantand folid reafons both divine and humane, 

| which rnight juftifie the abtuptneffe and neccí- 
! fitie of fuch vaft alterations. 

But in all their Propofitions 1 can obferve litde 
! of thefe kinds, or to thefe ends: Nothing of any 
| Laws disjoynted, which are to be reftored ; of 
any right invaded ; of any juflice to be unob- 
ftructed , of any compeníations to be made; 
of any impartial reformation to be granted; to 
all, or any of which , Reafon, Religion , true 
Policie, or any other humane motives might 
induce Me. 

But as to the main matters propounded by 
them atanytime, in whichis either great no- 
veltie, or difficultie, I. perceive chat what werte 
formerly lookd upon as Factions in the State, 
and Schifmes in the Church , and fo punifhiable 
by the Laws, have now the confidence , by vul- 
gar clamours, and aísiftance (chiefly) to demand 
not onely Tolerations of themíelves , in theit 
vanitie, noveltie, and confufion ; but alfo Aboti- 


tion of the Laws againft them, and atotall ex- 
tirpation of that Government whofe Rights 
they have;a;m nd to inpade.s 51 9 


'This 
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This , asto the main; other Propofitions are 
(for the moft part ) but as wafle paper, in which 
thole are Wrapped up to prefent them fomewhat 
more handíomely. ! 

Nor do I fo much wonder at the varietie , and 
horrible noveltie of fome Propofitions , ( there 
being nothing fo monílrons , which fome fan- , 
CIEs are not prone to long for.) 

This cafts Me into , Dot an admiration , buc 
an extafie how. füch things fhould have the for- 
tune to be propounded in the name of the two 
Houfes of the Parliament of England : 
whom, I am very. confident , there was not a 
fourth. part. of the Members. of either Houfe, 
whofe judgements free , fingle, and apart , did 
approve or defire füch deftructive changes in the 
Government of the Church. | 

làm perfwaded there remains in farre the ma- 
Jor part of both Houfes ; (if free , and full) fo 
much Learning, Ieafon, Religion, and juft mo. 
deration, as to know how to fever between the 


d 


ainong 


ule and. the abufe of things . the inftitution, 
and the corruption, the Government and the 
X 
i 


il-government; the Primitive Patterns, and 


the aberrations or blottings of after Copies. 

Sure they could nor all; upea fo litre , Or no 
Reaíon (as yet produced to the contrary) fo foon 
rénounce ail regard to the Laws in force t0 an- 
tuquite, to the piete of their reforming jPro xe. 
nitours, 
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 nitours, to the profperitie of former times in this 
Church and State, under the prefent Govern- 
ment of the Church. | 

Yet, by a flrange fatalitie, thefe men fuffer, 
either by their abfence, or filence , or negligence, 
| or fupine credulitie, (believing tbat all is gold, 
| Which is gilded with fhews of Zeal and Re. 
| formation their private diffenting in Judgement, 
to be drawn intothe common fewer or ftieam 
of the prefent vogue and humour; which hath. 
| its chief rife and abetment from thofc popular 
! clamours and Tumults, which ferved to give 
| life and ftrength to the infinite a&tivitie of thofe 
| men, who ftudied with all diligence, and policy, 
| to improve to their innovating defignes, the pre- 
| fent diftractions. 
|. Such Armies of Propofitions, having fo litte 
| in My Judgement of Reafon, Juftice, and Reli- 
| gion on their fide; as they had Tumultand Fa- 
! &tion fortheir rife, muft notgo alone, but ever 
be backt and feconded, with Armies of Souldi- 
| ers: Though the fecond fhould prevail againft 
| My Perfon, yet the firft fhall never overcome 
|! Me , furtherthen I feecaufe; for, llook nocat 
| their number and power fo much , as 1 weigh 
| their Reafon and [uttice. 

Had the two Houfes firft fued cut their livery 
and once effectually redeemed themfzive 
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no other then the hounds tliat attend the crie; 
and hollow of thofe Men, who hunt after Fa- 
&ious, and private Defignes ; to the ruine of 
Church and State.) 

Did My Judgement tell Me, that the Propo- 
fitions fent to Me were the Refults of che major 
part of their Votes, who exercife their freedome, 
as well as they have a right to fit in. Parliament: 
I fhould then fufpe&t my own judgement, for 
not fpeedily and fully concurring with every 
one of them. 

For, I have charitie enough to think , there are 
wife men among them : and humilitie co think; 
that, asin fomethings I may want; fo "tis fic ! 
fhould ufe their advice, which is the end for 
which I called them toa Parliament. But. yet 
I cannot allow their wifdome fuch a complete- 
neífe and inerrabilitie , as to exclude my Self, - 
fince none of them hath that. pait to A& , that 
Truft to difcharge , nor that Eftate and Honour 
to preferve, as my Self, without whole Reafon 
concurrent. with theirs, (asthe Suns influence is 
neceífary in all Natures productions) they. can- 
not beget , or bring forth any one complete and 
authoritative. Aé of publick. wildome , which 
makes the Laws, 

But the unreafonableneffe of fome Propofi- 
tions, is no: more evident: to Me then this i5; 
Thatthey are not the joynt and free defizes. of 

thofe 
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thofe in their major number, who are of right to 
fit and Vote in Parliament. | 

For, many of them favour very flrong of 
that old leaven of Innovations, masked under 
that name of. Reformation ; ( which in my cwo 
laft famous Predeceffours dayes, heaved at, and 
fometime threatned both Prince and Parlia- 
ments :) But, I am füre, was never wont fo farre 
to infeé&t the whole maíle of che Nobilitie and 
, Gentry of this Kingdome, however it difper- 
, led among the Vulgar: Nor was it likely fo 
fuddenly to taint the major part of both. Hou- 
fes, as that they fhould unanimouíly defire, 
and affect fo enormous and dangerous Inno- 
| vations in Church and State; contrary to 
their former education , practife, and judge- 
, ment. 

Not that Lam ignorant, how the choice of 
many Members was carried by much Faétion in 
the. Countreys ; fome. thirfting after nothing 
more, then a paísionate revenge of whatever 
| Gifpleafüre chey had. conceived againft Me , my 
| Court, orthe Clergy. 

But all Reafon bids Me impute theíe fudden 
and vaft defires of change to thofe few, who 
armed themfelves with rhe many-headed , and 
,snany-handed Tumults. 

No lefle doth Reaíon,Honour,and Safety both 
of Church and State command Me, to chew 
fuch 
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fach morfells , before I let them down ; f the 


ftraitneffe of my Conícience will not give Me 
leave to fwallow down fuch Camels, as others 
do, of Sacriledge , and injuftice both to God and 
man, they have no more caufe to quarrell with 
Me, then for this, that my throat is not fo wide 
astheirs.Yet by Gods help 1 am refolved, that no- 
thing of pafsion , ot pecvifhnelle, or lift co con- 
cradict, or vanity to fhew my negative power, 
(hall have any byas upon my judgement to make 
Me gratifie my willby denying any ching which 
my Reafon and Conícience commands Me not. 

Nor on the other fide, will 1 confent to more 

then Reafon , Juftice, Honour, and Religion 
perfwade Me, to be for Gods glory , and the 
Churches good , my Peoples weltare ; and my 
own peace. 

| will ftudy to farisfie my Parliament, and my 
People; buc I will never, for fear, or llattery, gra- 
ifie any Faction, how potent (oever ; for this 
were to nourifh the dileafe, and opprefle the 
bodie. 

Although many mens loyalie and prüderice 
are terrified , from giving Me that free and faith: 
full counfell , which they are able and willing to 
impáit, and I may Want, yet none can hindet 
Me from craving of the counfell of that mighty 
Counfellour, who can both faggeft what is beft, 
and incline my heart ftedfaftly to follow t. ; 

ü 
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|, O thou firf! and. eternall Qeafon, whofe ifAome is 
| fortified with Üimnipotency , furnifb. tby Servant, fft 
| Witb clear difcoveries of Trutb, (Reafon, and Tuslice, in 
| my MnderfIanding ;. then Jo confirm wy will. and refolu- 
| tton to adbere to them, tbat no teryour; Injuries, oroppref- 
| tons of my enemies, may eyer enforce Mt againf?. tbofe 
| vules, Ybicb thou by them bafi planted in my Con[cience: 
Thou nevér madest me a Ame, that I. fbould beleffe. 

| then a. Man ; and. not dare to ay, Yea, or (Nay, as I [ee 
 canfe; Wbicb f reedome ss not denied. to tbe nmeane[? crea- 
| ture, that batb tbe ufe of Qeafon, aud libertie of fpeecb. 
-. Shalltbat be Blameable in. Me, which is commendalle 
Veracity, and conslancy in others? 

| Thon feet, Q Lord, witb what partiality. and inju- 
L flice, tbey demy that freedome to Me tbeiy KING, which 
thon bat etven to all men; and. wbich tbemfelves pertinas 
jcioufTy challenge to themfelves , while they are fo tender of 
the least breach of their priviledees; — | 

— "To Thee I make my [n pplication, Ywbo canfl euide us 
hy an unerring rale, througb tbe perplexed Labyrintbs. of 
pur own tbougbts, and other mens propofals ,wbicb I bave 
ome caufe to [u[pe£k, are purpofely cal. as [nares tbat by 
Amy grantime or denying tbem,Imight be more entanoled in 
thofe difficulties, wberewitb they lie in wait to afflict me; 

O Lord make tby Yay plain before me. 

| Let not my oyn fmfull pafsions cloud or. divert thy fa- 
ved [uece[Hions, 

|. Let tby glory be my end thy word my rule, and hei; 

[hy will be done. 
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I cannot pleafe all, I care mot to pleafe [ome meu: 
Jf I may be happy to. plea[e'I bee , Ineed not fear wbom 
I difpleafe. | 

Thou tbat makefl. the wifdome of. tbe world fooli[p- 
ne[fe, and take(t n tbetr own devices [ucb as are ife in 
tEetr óYn conceits, make Me wife by tby Trutb, for Iby 
konour , my Kingdoms generall good and my own fouls fal. 
vation, and I [hall not much regard tbe worlds opinion or 
diminution of Me. 

The leffe Wwifdome tbey are willing to impute to Me, 
the more tbey [ball be convinced of tby wifdome diretking 
Me, mile 1 dente nothing fit to be granted, out of crofJe- 
nef[e or bumour, nor grant any tbing which is to be deni- 
ed, out of any fear or flattery of men. 

Suffer Me not to be guilty, or unbappy, by willing or 
inconfiderate advancing amy mens defignes, wbich are in- 
jurious to. tbe publick. good, "bile I. confirm tbem by my 
con[ent. 

Nor let me be any occafion to binder or defraud tbe pub- 
lick of Yobat is best by any morefe. or perver[e diffentinos, 

Make Me [o bumbly charitable, as to follow their. ad- 
vice, ben it appears to be for the Publick good, of wbofe 
affcélions to mel bave yet but few evidences to affure me, 

Thou cant as well blefse bonef? errours , as blaft frau- 
dulent. counfels. 
|; Since e muf] give an account of. every evil. aud idle 
yord in private, at tby Tribunall; Lord, make Me care. 
full of thofe folemn "Declarations of y. mind, which are 
like to bae tbe ereatoft influence upon tbe Publick ither 
/: r ovo or oed. T he 
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The leffe others confider what they ask | make me tbe 
mere folicitous wbat I anfiver. 

Thougb mine own, and ty "Peoples pre[Tures are erte- 

vous, and peace would be very pleafing ; yet, Lord, never 

Juffer Me to avoid the one, or psurcbafe tbe other. with the 

least expenfe or waft of. my Confcience; 3wbereof thou, O 
Lord, onely art defervedly more Mafter tben'my felf. 


12. 'Opon tbe "Rebellion, and troubles. in 


Ireland. 


ese Commotions in Ireland were fo fudden, 
and fo violent, that it was hard. at firft, ei. 
ther to difcern the rife, or apply a remedie to that 
precipitate Rebellion. 

Indeed, that fea of bloud which hath there 
been cruelly and barbaroufly (hed, is enough to 
drown any man in eternali both infamie and mi- 
ferie, whom God fhall ind the malicious Au. 
thour ot Inftigatour of its effufion. 

It fell out, as a moft unhappie advantage to 
ome mens malice againft Me; that when they 
had^impudence enough to lay any thingto My 
charge, this bloudy opportunitie fhould be offer- 
ed them, with which I muft. be alperled,  AL- 
though there was nothing which could be more 
abhorred to Me, being fo full of finne againít 

God , diíloyaltie to my Self, and deftru&ive to 
Amy Subjects. | 
3 G 1 
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some men took it very ill notto be believed, 
when they affirmed, that. what the Irifh Rebels 
did, was done with My privitie ( at leaft) if noc 
by my Commifsion. But thefe knew too well, 
thatit is no news for fome of my Subjects , to 
bcht, not onely without my Commifsion, but 


- », 
2gainft my Command, and Per(on too ; yet all 


the while to pretend, they fight by my Authori- 
ty, and for my Safety. 

I would to God thelrifh had nothing to al- 
ledge for their imitation againft thofe, whofe 
blame muft needs be the greater, by how much 
Proteftant Principles are more againft all Rebel 
lion againft Princes, then thofe of Papifts. Nor 
will the goodneffe of mens intentions, excufe the 
Ícandal, and contagion of their examples. | 

but whoever fail of their dutie toward Me, I 
nuft bear the blame; this Honour my Enemies 
have alwayes done Me, tothink moderate inju- 
ries not proportionate to Me, nor competent trials - 
either of my patience under them, or my pardon 
of them, 

Therefore with exquifite malice they have mix- 
cd the gall and vineger of falfitie and contempt, 
with the cup of my Affliction; Charging me not 
"nely with untruths , but füch as. wherein I 

the greateft fhare of loffe and difhonour 
y what 1$ committed ; whereby ( in all Poli- 
ae, Keaton, and Religion, having leaft caufe to 
give 
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give the leaft confent, and moft grounds of utter 
deteftation ) I might be reprefented by them to 
the world, the more inhumane and batbarous: 
Like fome Cyclopick monfter, whom nothing 
will fetve to eat and drink, but the efh. and 
bloud of mine own Subjects, in whofe com- 
mon welfare my intereft lies as much as fome 
mens doth in their perturbations : who think 
they cannot do wellbut in evil times;nor fo cun- 
ningly, as in laying the odium of thofe fàd events 
on others, wherwith themfelves are moft pleafed, 
& whercof they have been no: the leaft occafion. 
And eertainly, 'tis thought by many wife men, 
that the prepofterous rigour and unteafonable fc- 
verity, Which fome men carried before them in 
England, was not the leaft incentive , that kind- 
led and blew up intothofe horrid flames, the 
fparks of difcontent, which wanted not pre-dit- 
poled fewell for Rebellion in Jreland ; Where de- 
!pair being added to their former difícontents, 
and the fears of utter extirpation totheir won. 
ted oppreísions, it was eafie to provoketo an 
open Rebellion , a people prone enough, to 
break out to all exorbitant violence, both by 
Íome Principles of their Religion, and the natu- 
rall defites of libertie; both to exempt them- 
felves from their. prefeat reftrain:s, andto pre. 
vent thofe after rigours , wherewith they làw 
themlelves apparently threatned, by the covetous 
G3 zcal 
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zeal and uncharitable fury of fome men, who 
think it a. great Argument of the truth of their 
Religion, to endure no other but their own. 

God knows, as I can with Truth. wafh niy 

hands in Innocencie , a$toany guilt in that Re- 

ellion; fo 1 might wafh them in my Tears, as 
to the fadapprehenfions I had, to fee it fpread fo 
farre, and make (uch wafte. Andthis in a time, 
when diftractions and jealoufies here in England, 
made moft men rather intent to their own fafety, 
or defignes they were driving, then to the relief 
of thole, who were every day inhumanely but- 
chered in Ireland: Whofe tears and bloud might, 
if. nothing elfe, have quenched , or at leaft for a 
time , repreffed and fmothered. thofe [parks of 
Civill diffentions , and. Jealoufies , Which in 
Encland Íome men. moft induflrioufly | fcatte. 
red. 

I would to God no man had been leffe affea. 
ed with [relands (ad eftate then my Self; Loffered - 
to go my Self 1n Perfon upon that expedition, 
But Íome men were either afraid 1 Íhould have 
any one Kingdome quiéted ; or loth they were 
to fhoot at any mark here leffe then my Self; 
or that any fhould have the glery of my deftru- 
ction but. themfelves, Had my many offers been 
accepted, I am confident. neither the ruine had 
been fo great, nor the calamitie fo long, nor the 
remedie fo dcfperate. | 


So 
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So that next to the finne of thofe, who began 
that Rebellion, theirs muft needs be, who either 
hindered the fpeedie fuppreísing of it by Dome- 
ftick diffentions, or diverted the Aids, or ex. 
alperated the Rebells to the moft defperate refo. 
lutions and actions, by threatning all extremi: 
ties, not onely to the known heads, and chief in. 
cendiaries, but even tothe whole communitie 
of that Nation; Refolving to. deftroy Root 
and Branch, men, women, and children, with- 
out any regatd to thofe uíuall pleas for mercy, 
Which Conquerours, not wholly barbarous , 
are wont to hear from their own breafls, in be- 
half of thofe, whofe opprefsive fears, rather then 
their malice, engaged them ; or. whofe imbe- 
cillity for Sex and Age was (uch , as they could 
neither lift up a hand againft them, nor diítin. 
guifh between their right hand and their left : 
Which prepofterous and ( I think ) un-evange- 
licall Zeal, is too like that of the rebuked Di- 
fcipleswho would go no lower in their revenge, 
then to call for fire from heaven upon whole Ci- 
ties, for the repulíe or neglect of a few;or like that 
of Jacobs fons, which the Father both blamed and 
curfed: choofing rather to uíe all extremities , 
which might drive men to deíperate obftinacy, 
then to apply moderate remedies ; fuch as mighc 
punifh fome with examplary [uftice, ye: ditacim 
others with tenders of mercy upon their [ub mil- 
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on, and our protection of them, from the fury of 
thofe, who would foon drown them, ifthey re- 
fufed to fwim down the popular ftream. with 
them. 

But fome kind of zeal counts all mercifull mo-- 
deration, lukewarmneffe; and had rather be cruel 
then counted cold ; and s not feldome more gree- 
die to kill the Bear for his skinythen for any harm 
he hath done. The confifcation of mens eftates 
being more bencficiall, chen the charitie of faving 
tüeir lives, or reforming their errours. 

When all proportionable fuccours of the poor 
Proteflants in /reland (who were daily maffacred, 
and over-born with numbers of now defperate 
Enemies ) was diverted and obítructed here , ! 
was earneftly entreated , and generally adviíed 
by the chief of the Proteflant party there, to get 
them fome refpite and breathing by a ceffation, 
without which thzy faw no probability ( unleffe 
by miracle ) to preferve che remnant that had yet 
cícaped. God knows with how much commi- 
feration and folicitous caution, I carried on that 
bufinefle, by perlons ot Honour and Integritie, 
that fo I might neither incourage the Rebels In- 
folence, nor dicourage the Proteflants Loyaltie 
and Patience. 

Yct when this was effected in the beft fort;that 
the necelsitie and difficulue of. affairs would then 
permit, 1. was taen to fuffer again in my reputa- 

tion 
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 &on and Honour , becaufe I fuffered not the Re- 

bels utterly to. devoure the remaining handíulls 
of the Proteftants there. 

I thought , that ia all reafon , the gaining of 
that refpite could not befo much to the Rebels 
advantages (which fome have highly calumnia- 
ted againft Me) as it might have been for the Pro- 
teflants future, as well as prefent fafety; If during 
the time of that Ceffation, íÍome men had had the 
grace to have laid Jrelands íad condition more to 
heartjand laid afide choíe violent motions, which 
were here carried on by thofe , that had better 
skill to let bloud, then to ftanch it. 

But in all the mifconftructions of my a&ions, 
(which are pronc to find more credulitie in men 
to what is falfe and evil, then love or charitie to 
what is true and good) (as I have no Judge but 
God above Me , fo I can have comfort to ap- 
peal to his Omnifcience , who doth not there- 
fore denie my Innocence, becaufe he is plea- 

| fed fo farre to trie my patience, as. he did his 
Íervant jobs. 

I have enough to do tolook to my own Con- 
| fcience, and the faithfull difcharge of. my Truft 
| asa KiNo; I have fcarce leifure to confider thofe. 
Íwarms of reproches , which iffue out of fome 
| mens mouthes and hearts, as eafily as (moke, or 
| fparks do out of a fornace : Much leffe, to make 
| fuch prolix Apologies, as might give thofe men 
Íaustaction: 
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fausfaction ; who confcious to their own dep:h 
of wickednelfe , are loth to believe any man not 
to be as bad as themíelves. 

'Tis Kingly o do well, and heare ill : I£I can 
but act he one , Líhall not much regard to hear 
the other. 

I thank God, I can heare with patience, as bad 
as my worft enemies can falfely (ay, And l ho 
I fhall fill do better then they defire , or. deferve 
I fhould. | 

I believe, it will atlaft appear , thatthey who 
firft began to embroyl my other Kingdoms, are 
in great part guilty, if not of the firft letting out, 
yet of the not timely ftopping thofe horrid effu. 
fions of bloud in Ireland. 

Which (whatever my Enemies pleafe to fay, 
or think) L look upon, asthat of my other King- 
doms, exhaufted out of my own veins; no man 
being fo much weakened by it , as my Self: And 
I hope, though mens uníatiable cruelties never 
will, yet the mercie of God will at length ay to 
his juítice, It is enough : and command the Sword 
of Civil Warres to fheath itfelf : his mercifull 
juftice intending , | truft not our utter confufion, 
but our cure: the abatement of our finnes, not che 
defolating of thee Nations. 


O my God , let tbofe infinite merces. prevent. us 
once again , wbich F4 and my Kingdoms bave. formerly 
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i abufed , and. can. never deferve , fhould be veflored. 
T hou feef? bow muub cruelty among Chriflians is acted 
snder tbe colour of Religion; as if we could not be Chri- 
ftans, unleffe we crucifie one another. 

Becaufe We baye not more loved thy "Truth ,and pra&i- 
Jed in charity , tbeu baff Juffered a Spirit of Errour and 
bitternefJe of mutual € mortall batred to rife among us. 

O Lord, forgive "bberein we bave finned, and fancti- 
fie bat we bave fuffered. 

Let our (Repentance be our recovery , as our. ereat [ins 

| bave been our ruine. 

Let not the miferies I and my Kingdoms bave hitherto 
fuffered, [eem fmall to thee: but make our. fins appear to 
our con[ciences, as they are reprefented in the gla[[e of tby 
Judeementss for thou never. punifbeft. [mall f ailings witb 
[o [evere af Hi£lions. 

O therefore , according to the multitude of tby great 
mercis , pardon our [ins , and. remove tby judgements 
Wbich are very many , and. very beay;. 

Yet let our [innes be ever more erievous to us, then tby 
udeements; and make us more will to repent, tben to 
»e relieved, fiv[L eive us tbe peace of penitent con[ciences, 
ind tben the tranquillitie of united Kingdoms. 

Iu the [ea of our Saviours bloud. drown our fins ;, and 
hrougb this red fea of our own bloud, brine us at lafl to a 
late of pietie, peace and plenty. 

As my publick relations to all , make Me hare tu all 
1y Subjeéts Jufferines; fo give Me. [ucb. a pious. [enfe of 
hem,as becomes a ChrifHan King and a loving Father of 

Vy people. Let 
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Let tbe fcandalous and unjust veproches caff upon Me, 
be a5 a breatb, more to kindle my compafsion ; Give Me 
grace to. beap charitable ceals of fire upon their beads to 


melt them, whbofe malice or cruel. ZZeal batb kindled , or | 
bindered tbe queuching of. tbofe flames , "which baye fo. 


mncb wa[fed my three Kingdoms. 


0 refcue and a[sift tbofe poore C'rote[Tants 1n Ireland, | 


Y»bom thou baft bitberto preferved. 


Jnd. lead. thofe in tbe wayes. of thy. faving Trutbs, 


whofe ignorance or errours bave filled them Witb rebelli- 


ous and. deflru&live principles; which. tbey a&k under an | 


opinion, "Ibat tbey do thee good. fervice, 
Let the band of thy. ju[Hice be again[l tbofe, bo ma- 


licioufly. and de]pitefully bave vaifed or fomented. tbofe 


criel and de[perate Warres, 
T bou that art farre from deflroying tbe Innocent with 


the Guilty, and tbe Erroneous witb the Malicious ; "T bon. 
that bad[l pity on Nineveh for tbe many Children that. 


Yere therein, eive not over tbe wbole flock of. that popu- 
lous and. feduced INation, to tbe wrath of thofe, whofe 
cocvetonfne[fe makes them cruel; nor to their anzer pbbich 


i5 to0 fierce , and therefore ju[1ly cur[ed. 


mee 


—— - — ——— m . 


Qreferve, if it be. tby will, in tbe. mid[E of tbe fors. 
nace of. tby Jevere justice, a Posteritie, which may praife 


thee for tby mercy. 
And deal with Me , not. according to. mans. unjuft 


reproches , but according to tbe Innocency of my bands. 


in thy fiebt. s 
Ave 


y fit 
Ij 1. 


S 
L 


defired, or. delighted in. tbe wofn'l day f| 
"my | 
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my Kinedomes calamities, if I bave uot earneftly ftudied, 
| and faithfully endeavoured. tbe preventing and. compo. 
| Jine of thefe bloudy dislratHons ; then let thy band be 
against Me, and my. Fathers boufe. Q Lord , thou Jfeeft 
| 4 have enemies enougb of. men; as Lneed not, [o 1 fbould 


| : ; 
(mot. dare tbus to imprecate tby curfe on Me , and Mime, 


x——- 


Hif. my Con[cience did. mot witneffe my integritie , which 
| Thou, O Lord, knoYef? rigbt well; (But I tru[l not to my 
| en merit, but thy merciess Spare Me, O Lord, and be 
| ot angry ?bith Me for ever, 


D. Upon tbe Calling inof. tbe Scots , and 
| their Coming. 
[^T^ He Scots are a Nation , upen whom I have 
not onely common ties of Nature, Sove- 
freignte, and Bounty, with my Father of bleffed 
gmemorie; butalío fpeciall and late obligations 
Tof favours, having gratified the active Spirits a- 
(mong them fo farre, that I feemed to many, to 
Ipreferre che defites of chat party , before my own 
Jntereftand Honour, Bur, Lee , Royall bountie 
:mboldens fome men to ask and. act beyond alf 
"pounds of modeíLie and gratitude. 
1 My charitie, and A& of Pacification, forbids 
Mee to refle&t on former paffages; wherein 1 (hall 
[ver be farre from letting any mans ingratitude,or 
jnconflancie, make Me repent of what 1 granted 
|hem, for the publick good:I pray God it may fo 
'tove. lhe 
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The coming again ofthat partie into England, 
with an Army, onely to conform this Church to 
their late new modell, cannot but (eem as unrea- 
fonable, as they would have thought the fame 
meafure offered from hence to themfelves. 

Other errand I could never underftand they 
had, (befides thofe common and vulgar flouri- 
fhes for Religion and Liberty ) fave onely to con- 
firm the Presbyterian Copie they had fet, by ma- 
king this Church to write after them , though it 
weie in bloudie Characters. 

Which defigne and end whether it will juftifie 
the ufe of füch violent means , beforethe divine 
Juftice , I leave to their Coníciences to judge, 
who have already felt the. miferie of the means, 
but not reaped the benefit of the end, either in 
chis Kingdome, er that. 

Such knots and croffene(fe of grain being ob- 
jc&ed here, as will hardly fuffer that form which 
they crie up, as the onely juft Reformation, 
and feuling of Government and Dilcipline in 
Churches, to go on fo fmoothly here, as it might 
do in Scotlaud,and was by them imagined would 
have done in Zuglaud , when fo many of the En- 
glifh Clergie, through levitie, or dilcontent, if no 
worfe palsion, fuddenly quitted their former en- 
gagements to Epifcopacie , and faced about to 
their Presbyterie. | 

It cannot but feem either pafsion ; or fome 


felt 


| 
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fel-feeking, more then true Zeal, and pious Dif- 
cretion, for any forrein State or Church to pre- 
fcribe fuch. medicines onely for others , which 
themfelves haveufed , rather fuccefsively then 
commendably ; not confidering that the (ame 
Phyfick on different conftitutions, will have dif- 
ferent operations; That may kill one, which doth 
but cure another. 

Nor doI know any füch tough and malignant 
humours in the conflitution of the Englifp: 
Church , which gentler applications then thofe 
of an Army, might not eafily have removed: Nor 
isit fo proper to hew out religious Reformati- 
ons bythe Sword , asto poliíh them by fair and - 
equall difputations, among thofe that are moft 


, concerned in the differences, whom not force, 


but Reafon ought to convince. 
But their defigne now, feemed rather to cut off 


. all difpuration here , then to procure a fair and 


equall one: For, it was concluded there, that the 


| Euglif Clergie muft conform to the Scot; pattern, 
before ever they could be heard, what they could 


ay for themfelves, or againft che others Way. 
I could have wifhed fairer proceedings both 


for their credits , who urge things with fuch vio- 
lence; and for other mens Coníciences too; who 


can receive little fatisfa&tion in thefe points which 
are maintained rather by Souldiers hghtüng inthe 
Field, then Scholars difputing in free and learned 
Synods. Sure, 
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Sute, in matters of Religion, thofe truths gain 
moft on mens Judgements and Coníciences , 
which are leaft. urged. with fecular. violence; 
which weakens truth vzith prejudices; and is un- 
reafonable to be ufed, cill füch means of rationall- 
conviétion hath been applied, as leaving no ex- 
cufe for ignorance, condemns mens obftinacie 
to deferved penalties. 

Which no charity will eafily füfpect of fo ma- 
ny learned and pious Churchmen in Zagland ; 
who being alwayes bred up , and conformable 
to the Government of Epifcopacie , cannot Ío 
foon renounce both their former opinion and 

ractife, onely becaufe that partie of the Sors, 
will needs by force afsift a hike Party here; either 
to drive all Minifters, as (heep into the common 
fold of Presbytery, or deftroy them; at leaft fleece 
them , by depriving them of the benefit of their 
Flocks. lfthe Scots fole Presbyterie were proved 
to be the onely Inftitution of Jefus Chrift, for all 
Churches Government , yet | believe it would be 
hard to prove, that Chrift had given thofe Scots, 
orany other ofmy Subjects Commiísion , by 
the Sword to fet itup in any of my Kingdoms, 
without my Coníent. | 

What refpect and. obedience Chrift and. his 
Apoftles paid to the chief Governours of States 
where they lived, is very clear in the Golpel; but 
that he, or they evet comaianded. to fet up fuch 

á 
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a parity of Presbyters, and in fuch a way as thofe 
Scots endeavour; | think is not very difputable. 

If Presbyterie in füch a fupremacie be an infti- 
tution of Chrift, fure it differs from all others, 
Jand is the fitt and onely point of Chriftianitie, 
that was to be planted and watered with fo much 
Chriftian bloud ; whofe effufions rün in a ftreara 
(fo contrary to that of thePrimitive planters, both 
of Chriftianity and Epifcopacie, which was with 
patient fhedding of their own bloud, not violent 
drawing other mens : Sure, there is too much of 
Man in itto have much of Chrift,none of whofe 
inflitutions were cartied on, or begun with the 
temptations of Covetoufneffe, of Ambition; of 
both which this is vehemently fufpected. 

Yet was there never any thing upon the point, 
which thofe Scots had by Army or Commilsion- 
ersto rnove me With, by their many folemn ob- 
Jteftations, and pious threanings, but onely this ; 
loreprefent to Me the wonderfull necefsitie of 
fetting up their Presbyterie in Euglaud, to avoid 
the futther miferies of à War; which (ome men 
chiefly on this defigne at fitt had begun , and 
now further engaged themfelves to continue. 

What hinders that any Se&tsSchifines,or Here. 
fies, if they can get but numbers, ftrengrb;and op- 
portunity, may not, according to this opinion 
and pattern , fet up their waies by the like me- 
thods of violence ? all which Presbyterie feeks co 
H fup 
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fuppreíTe and render odious underthofe names; 
when wife and learned men think, that nothin 
hath more marks of Schiíme, and Sectariíme, 
then this "Presbyterian way, both as to the Anci- 
cnt, and ftill moft Univerfall way of the Church- 
government, and Íípecially as to the particular 
Laws and Confüituüons of this. £nelif; Church, 
which are not yet. repealed, nor are like to be for 
Me, ullIfee more Rationalland Religious mo- 
tives, then Souldiers ufe to carry in their Knap- 
facks. 

But we muft leave the fucceffe of all to God, 
who hath many wayes (having firft taken us off 
from the folly of our opinions, and fury of our 
pafsion ) to teach us thofe rules of true Reafon, 
and peaceable Wifdome which is from above, 
ending moft to Gods glory, and his Churches 
good; which I think my Self. fo much the more 
bound in Confcence to attend , with the moft 
judicicus zeal and care, by how much I efteem 
the Church above the State, the glory of Chrift 
above mine Own ; and the falvation of mens 
Souls, above the prefervation of their Bodies and 
Eftates, 

Nor mayany men, think, without fin and 
prefumption , forcibly endeavour to caft the 
Churches under my care and tuition , into the 
moulds they bave fancied , and f£ fhioned to 
their defignes , tll chey fuft have gained. my 
confent, 
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Iconfent, and refolved both mine Own and c- 
fther mens Coníciences by the ftrength o£ their 
|Reafons. 

| Other violent motions, which are neither 
Manly, Chriftian, nor Loyall, fhall never eithe: 
Ifhake or fettle my Religion; nor any mans elfe, 
jwho knows what Religion means: And how 
far it is removed from all Faction , whofe pro. 


per engine is force ; the aibitratour of Beafts, ; 


not of reafonable men , much leffe of humble 
Chriftians, and loyall Subjects in matters of Re- 
ligion. 

|. But men are prone to have fuch high con- 
zeits of themfelves , that they care not what cott 
they lay outupon their opinions; efpecially thofe 
Ehat have fome temptations of gain, to recom. 
pence their loffes and hazards. 

Yet I was not more fcandalized at the Scots 
Armies coming in againft my will , and theit 
'orfeiture of fo many obligations of duty and 
oratitude to Me; then I wondred how thofe 
here , could fo much diftruft Gods aísiftance, 
who fo much pretended Gods caufe to the Pec. 
ple, as if they had the certainty of fome Divine 
Revelation , confidering they were more then 
zompetently furnifhed with my Subjects Atms 
ànd Ammunition; my Navie by íea, my Foris, 
Caftles, and Cities by land. 

But Lfind, that men jealous of the juft iab 'e- 
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neffe of their doings and defignes before God, 
never think they have humane ftrength enough 
to carry their work on, Íeem it never fo plaufible 
to the People; what cannot bejuftified in Law 
or Religion, had need be fortified with Power. 
And yet fuch is the inconftancie that attends all 
minds engaged in violent motion , that whom 
fome of them one while earneftly invite to come 
into their aísiftance; others ofthem foon after are 
weary of, and with naufeating caft them out: 
what one Party thought to rivet to a fettledneffe 
by the ftrength and influence of the Scots, that the 


other rejects and contemns; at once, delpifing che 
Kirk Government, and Difcipline of the Scots, 
and fruftrating the fücceffe of fo chargeable,more 
then charitable afsiftance: For,fure the Church 
ot England might have purchaíed at a far cheaper 
rate, the truth and happineffe of Reformed. go- 
vernment and diícipline ( if it had been want- 
ing Jthoughit had entertained the beft Divines 
of Chriftendome for theiradvice, in a full and 
tree 5ynod; which I. was ever willing to, and de- 
firous of, that matters being impartially fettled, 
might be more fatisfactorie to all , and more 


d 


durable. 

But much of Gods juftice, and mans fol- 
ly will at length be difcovered , through all 
the films and pretenfions of Religion, in which 
Politicians wrap up their defignes: In vain do 


men 
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1men hope to build their piety on the ruins ofloy- 
Jalty. Nor can thofe confederations or defignes - 
Ibe durable , when Subjects make bankrupt of 
their Allegiance, under pretence of feiing upa 
quicker trade for Religion- 
$ Butas my beft Subjects of Scotland, never de- 
Jferted Me, fo I cannot think that the moft are 
Jgone fo far from Me, in a prodigalitie of their 
Jove and refpects toward Me, as to make Meto 
Idelpair of their return; when befides the bonds 
Tof Nature and Confcience, which they have to 
1Me, all Reafon and true policy will teach them, 
that their chicfeft intereft confifts in cheir hidelity 
1to the Crown, not in their. ferviceablenefle to 
any Party of the People, to a. negle& and be- 
traying of My Safetie and Honour for theit own 
advantages : However, the leífe caue have to 
truft to men,the more 1 fhall apply My Self to 
God. 


The troubles of My Soul are enlarged; O Lord , brine 
thou Me out of my di[treffe. 

Lord, dire&k  tby Servant in the wayes of. that. pious 
fimplicity, wbich is the befl policie. 

Deliver M? from tbe combined flrengtb ef. tbofe, vl 
baye fo mucb of. tbe. Serpents fubtiltie, tbat. tbey forget 
tbe Doyes innocency. 

Though band joyn in band, yet let them mt. prevail 
againflgny Sonl, to tbe betraying of iy. (Cosfcieace and 
Honour. H 2 Tot, 
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we Thon , 0 Lord , cans turm the bearts of thofe 
(Parties. in botb Nations , as thou. didft the men of ]u- 
cah amd Ifrael, to re$lore David with as much loy» 

!l zeal, as tbey did witb incon[Tancy and eagernef[e pur- 


n bim. 


(Preferve tbe love of tby "Irutb. and uprigbtne[fe in 
Me, and I fball not defpair of my Subjetts affethions re« 
turning towards Me. 

Thou can[lfoon caue tbe over. flowino Seas to ebbe , 
and retire back again. to. tbe bound, wbich tbou ba$b. ap- 
pointed for them. 

O My God , I trusb in'Tbee, let me not be afhamed; 
let not mine enemies triumpb over Me. 

Let them be afbamed who tranfere[fe witbout a caufe; 
let tbem be turned back that perecute my foul. 

Let integrity and uprigbtneffc preferve Me, for I Yait 
on Thee, O Lord. 

( edeem thy Church, O God, out f. all its troubles, 


14.. J/pon the Covenant. 


He Presbyterian Scots ate not to be hired at 
. the ordinary rate of Auxiliaries; nothing 
will induce them to engage, till thofe that call 
them in, have pawned their fouls tothem, by a 
Solemne League and Covenant: 
Where many engins of religious and fait. pre- 
tenfions are brought chiefly to batter , or rae 
I pifcopacy ; This d e; make the 2rand evil Spi. 
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rit, which, with fome other Imps purpofely ad- 
| ded,to make it moreodious and terribleto the 


vulgar , muft by fo folemn a charm and exor- 
cifme, be c&ft out of this Church, after more then 


| athou(and years poffefsion here, ftom the fft 


plantation of. Chriftianity in this Ifland, and an 
univerfall prefcription of time and praétife in all 
other Churches fince the Apoflles times, till chis 
laft Century. | 

But no Àntiquitie muft plead for it , Presbyte- 


- rie, likea young Heir, thinks the Father hath li- 


ved long enough, and impatient not to bein the 


. Bifhops Chair and Authority ( though Lay-men 
| goaway with the Revenues )All art is ufed to fink 


Épilcopacy, and lanch Presbyterie in England; 
which waslately boyed up in Scotland , by the 
like artifice of a Covenant. 

Although I am »nfatisfied with many paffa- 
ges in that Covenant ( fom referring to my Self 
with very dubious and dangerous limitations ) 
yet I. chiefly wonder at the defigae and drift 
touchingthe Diícipline and Government of the 
Church; and füch a manner of carrying them or 
to new wayes, by Oaths and Covenants, where 
it is hard for mento be engaged by no efle, thea 
(wearing for, or againft thole things, which ate 
of no clear morall necefsity ; but very difputable 
and controverted among learned and godly men, 
whereto the application of Oaths cin hardly be 

H4 made 
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made and enjoyned with that judgement and cer- 
tainty In ones felf, orthat charitie and candour to 
cthers of. different. opinion, as I think Religion 
requires, which never refufes fair and equable de- 
liberations; yea, and diffentings toO, in matters 
onely probable, | 
lheenjoyning of Oaths upon People , muft 
necds (in things doubtfull) be dangerous; as in 
things unlawfull, damnable; and noleffe fuper. 
fluous, where former religious and legall engage. 
ments, bound men fufficiently to all neceffar 
duties. Nor can I fee how thcy. will reconcile 
füch. an Innovating Oath and Covenant, with 
that former Proteflation which was Ío lately ta- 
ken, to maintain the Religion eftablifhed in the 
Church of Eneland; fince they count Difcipline 
Ío great a part of Religion. 

But ambitious minds never think they have 
laid fnares and ginnes enough to catch and held 
the Vulgar credulitie : for by fuch politick and 
Ícemingly pious [lratagems , they think to keep 
the populacie faftto their Parties under the ter- 
rour of perjury. Whereas certainly all honeft and 
wilemen , ever thought. themfelves fufficiently 
bound by former ties of Religion, Allegiance, 
and Laws to God and man, | 

Nor can fuch after.Contracts , devifed. and. 
impofed by a fcw men in a declared Partie, 
Without cy conient , and without any like 
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poweror prefident from Gods or mans laws, be 


i] 


| ever thought by judicious men, fufficient either 


to abfolve or flacken thofe morall and eternall 
bonds of duty, which lie upon all my Subjects 


! coníciences both to God and Me. 


Yet as things now fand, good men fhall leaft 


|! offend God or Me, by keeping their Covenant in 


honeft and lawfull wayes;íince I have the charitie 


| to think , thatthe chief end of the Covenant in 
|! füch mens intentions ,. was, to preferve Religion 


in purity, and the Kingdoms in peace : To other 


| then fuch ends and means they cannot think 
| themfelves engaged; nor will thofe that have any 
| true touches of Conícience endeavour to carry on 
| the beftdefignes, (much leffe fuch as arejand will 
| bedaily more apparently fa&ious and ambitious ) 
| by any unlawfull means, under tha: title of the 
' Covenant: unleffe they dare preferre ambiguous, 


dangerous, and un-authorized novelties, before 
their known and fworn duties, which a:e indif- 
penfable, both to God and My felf. 

Iam prone to believe and hope, That many 
who took the Covenant, are yetfirm to this 
judgement , That fuch later Vows , Oaths, or 
Leagues, can never blot out thofe former gra- 
vings, and characters, which by juft and lawfull 
Oaths were made upon their Souls. 

"That which makes fuch. Coniederations by 
wiy of folemna Leagues and Covenants ieore to 
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be fufpeéted , is, That they are the common 
road, ufed in all fa&ions and powerfull perturba- 
tions of State or Church: Where formalities of 
extraordinaty zeal and pietie are never more ftu- 
died and elaborate , then when Politicians moft 
agitate delperate defignes againft all that is fet- 
ded , or facred in Religion, and Laws, which 
by fuch fcrues are cunningly , yet forcibly wreft. 
ed by fecret fteps, and lefle fenfible degrees, from 
their known rule and wonted pra&tice , to com- 
plie with the humours of thofe men , who aim 
to fubdue all to their own will and power, under 
the dileuifes of Holy Combinations. 

Which cords and wythes will hold mens Con: 
Íciences no longer , then force attends and twifts 
them : for every man foon grows his own Pope, 
z eafily abíolves himfel£ of thofe ties, which, not. 
ne commands of Gods word, or the Laws ofthe 
Land, but onely the fübtilty and terrour of a par- 
ty cafts apon him; either fuperfluous and. vain à 
when they were fufficiently tied before;or fraudu- 
lent and injurious, if by füch after ligaments they 
find the Impoters really aiming to diffolve,or fuí 
pend their former juft, and neceffary obligations. 
Indeed, fuch illegal! wayes feldome, or never, 
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I fee the Impofers of it are content to make 
their Covenant like Manna(not that it came from 
Heaven, as this did) agreeable to every mans pa 


1late and relifh , who will but fwallow it: They 


admit any mens fenfes of it, though diveríe or 
contrary, With any falvoes, cautions, and referva- 
tions , fo as they croffe not the chief Defigne 


! which is laid againft the Church,and Me. 


[tis enough, if they get but the reputation ofa 


 feeming increaleto their Party : So little do men 


remember that God is not mocked. 
In füch latitudes of fenfe, I believe many that 


love Me, and the Church well , may have taken 
the Covenant, who yetare not Ío fondly and fu- 
| perftitioufly taken byit, as now to a& clearly 


 againft both all pietie and loyaltiie: who fit 


yielded to it, more to prevent that imminent vio- 
lence and ruine, which hung over their heads in 
P 


| cafe they wholly refufed it, then for any value of 
| it, or devotion to It. | 


Whetein, the latitude of fome generall Clau- 
fes may ( perhaps) ferve fomewhat to reíieve 
them , as of Doiug and endeavouring "what law- 
fully tbey may , in their (Places. and. Callings ; and, 
according to the Word of God: for, thele . ( in- 
deed) carrie no man beyond thofe bounds of 
sood Conftience which are certain and fixed, 
either in Gods Laws , asto thegencrall; or the 
Laws ofthe State and Kingdome, a$to the. pat- 

| , ucular 
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ticular regulation and exercife of mens duties. 
| would to God , füch as glory moft in the 
name of Covenanter s would keep themfelves with- 
in thofe Jawfull bounds, to which God hath cal- 
led them : Surely it werethe beft Way to expiate 
the rafhneffe of taking it: which muft needs then 
appear, when befides the want ofa full and law 
full Authoritie at firft co enjoyn it, it fhall actually 
be carried on. beyond and againft thofe ends 
which were in it fpecified and pretended.. I wil- 
lingly forgive füch mens taking the Covenant, 
Who keep it within füch bounds of Pietie, Law, 
and Loyaltie, as can never hurt either the Church, 
My felf, or the Publick Peace : Againft which, 
no mans lawfull Calling can engage him. 

As for that Reformation of the Church,which 
the Covenant pretends , I cannot think it juft or. 
comely , that by the partiall advice of a' few Di- 
vines, ('of fo foft and fervile tempers, as difpofed 
them to fo fudden a&ing and compliance, con- 
trary to their former judgements, profefsion; and 
practice [ach foul fcandals and fülpicions fhould 
be caft upon the Do&rine and Government of 
the Church of Eyeland, as. was never done (that E 
have heard) by any that deférved the name of 
(eformed. Churches abroad , nor by any men of 
learning and candour at home: all whofe judge- 
ments ] cannot but preferre before any mens now 
facticully engiced. — — 


No 
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No man can be more forward then my felf to 
!carrie on all due Reformations , with mature 
judgement, and a good Conícience , in what 
Ithings I fhall (after impartiall advice) be, by 
|Gods Word, and right realon , convinced to be 
! amiffe. I have offered morethen ever the fulleft, 
frecft, and wifeft Parliaments did defie. 

But the fequele of fome mens actions makes 
| it evident, that the main Reformation intended, 
| is the abafing ofEpifcopacie into Presbyterie, 
! and therobbing the Church of its Lands and 
|! Revenues: For, no men have been more injurt- 
! oufly ufed, as to their legall Rights , then the Bi- 
| fhops, and Church-men. Thefe , as the farteft 
! Dear, muft be deftroyed; the other Rafcal-herd 
| of Schifmes, Herefies, &c. being lean, may enjoy 
| thebenefit of a. Toleration : Thus Nabotbs Vinc. 
| yard made him the oncly blafphemer of his Ci- 
| tie, and fit to die. Still Ifee , while the breath of 
| Religion fills the Sails , Profit is the Compafle, 
| by which Factious men fteer their couríe 1n all 
| feditious Commotions. 

| thank God, as no man lay more open to the 
facrilegious temptation of ufürping the Churches 
Lands, and Revenues , ( which iffuing chicfty 
from the Crown , are held of it, and legally can 
rivert onely to the Crown with my Content) 
fo I have alwayes had füch a perfeét abhor- 

| rence of itin My Soul , that I never found the 
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leaft inclination to füch facrilegious Reformings: 
yet no man hath a greater defire to have Bifhops, 
and all Church-men fo reformed, that they may 
beft deferve and ufe, not onely whatthe pious 
munificence of My Predeceffours hath given to 
God and the Church , but all other addition o£ 
Chriftian bountie. 

Dut no necelsitie fhall ever, I hope, drive Me 
or Mineto invade or fell the Priefts Lands which 
both Pharaobs divinitie, and Zofephs crue piety ab- 
horred to do: So unjuftI think it both in the eye 
of Reafon and Religion, to deprive the moft fa- 
cred employment of all due Incouragements; and 
like that other hard-hearted Pharaob, to withdraw 
the Straw, and increafe che Task, fo purfuing the 
oppreffed Church, as fome have done, to the red 
fea of a Civil Warre, where nothing but a miracle 
can lave either It, or Him, who efteems it His 
greateft Tide to be called, and His chiefeft glory 
to be 15e Defender. of. the. Church , both. in its true 
Faithyand its jufT fruitions; equally abborring Sacriledee, 
and 4po[lacy. 

I had rather live as my Predeceffour Henry 5. 
fometime did , onthe Churches Alms, then vio- 
lently to take the bread out of Bithops and Mi- 
nifters mouthes. 

The next. work will be 3erobodns reformar: 
on, confecrating the meaneít of the People to 
be Priefls in Ifrael, to fete thofe golden Calves 
who 


Ex» Bacouxt. III 

who haveenriched themfelves with the Churches 
'Patrimonie and Dowrie; which how it thrived 
both with Prince , Priefts, and People , is well 

enough known : And fo it will be here, when 
from the tuition of Kings and Queens , which 

| have been. nurfing Fathers and Mothers of this 
Church, it fhall be at their allowance , who have 
already dilcovered , what hard Fathers aud 5tep- 
mothers they will be. 

If the povertie of Scotlaud might, yet the plenue. 
of England, cannot excule the envie and rapine of 
the Churches Righis and Revenues. 

I cannot fo much as pray God to prevent 
thofe fad confequences, which will inevitably fol. 

| low the parity and poverty of Minifters, both in 
Church and State ; fince ! think it no leffe then a 

| mocking and tempung of God , to delire him to 
|! hinder thofe mifchicfs,whofe occafions and reme- 
dies are in our own power; it being every mans 
fin not to avoid the one, and not to ufe the other. 
T here are wayes enough to repair the breaches 
of the State, without the ruines of the Church; as 
I would be a Reftorer of the one, fol would not 
be an Oppreflour of the other,under the pretence 
of Publick Debts : The occafions contracting 
them were bad enough, but fuch a diíchar- 
ging of them would be much wore; I pray 
God , neither 1 nor Mine , may be acceflary to 


either. 
To 
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To thee, O Lord, do. Taddreffe My prayer, befeeching 
T bee to pardon tbe va[bneffe. of My Subje£ls Swearings, 
and to quicken their [enfe and obfervation of tbofe ju[P., 
morall , and. indifpen[able bonds, which tby Word , and 
tbe Laws. of this Kingdome bave laid upon their Confci- 
encess From *obicb no pretenfions of Piety and Qeforma- 
tion are. Juf ficient to abfolye. them; or to engage tbem to 
any contrary prattifes. 

Make them at length ferioufTy [o confider, tbat nothing 
yiolent and injurious can be religious. 

Thou allowefl no mans. committing Sacriledee under 
tbe Zeal of abborring Idols. 

Suffer not [acrilegious deftgnes to baye the countenance 
of religious ties. 

T bou bafi taugbt us by tbe wifeft of Kings, that it is 
a fnare to take things tbat are. boly, and after Vows to 
make enquiry. 

Ever Keep tby Servant. from con[enting to perjurious 
and facrilegtous rapines, that. 1 may not bave the brand 
and cur[e to all pofTerity, of robbing "Thee and tby Churcb, 
of Y» hat thy bounty batb eiven us, and tby clemency batb 
accepted. from us, wberewitb to encourage Learning and 
(Relieion. 

: JL housb My "Trea[ures are exbaufled, My (Reveuues 
dminifbed, and My Debts encreafed ,. yet. never : fuffer 
Me to be tempted to u[e. fucb prof ane Q eparations, lef 
a coal from tbine /dltar fet [ucb a fire on My Throne 
and Con[cience; as Yill be bardly quenched. 

Let uot tbe Debts. and Engagements of. tbe Cublick, 
which 


fo illiberall, 


Continne to tbofe tbat ferve "ID hee and tby. (burch all 
hbofe incouragements; wbich by the willof tbe pious Do- 
tours , and tbe justice of. tbe Laws are due unto them; and 
ive them erace to deferve ez ufe them arigbt totby glory, 
vid tbe velief of tbe poor: That tby Priefls may be clotbed 
vith rigbieou[neffe, and tbe poor may be. fatisfied with 


»éad. 


Let nót boly things be given to S'vine;nor the Churches 
vead to "Dogs; ratber let tbem go about tbe City, eryn like 
| Dog, and erudge tbat tbey are not [atis fied. 

Let thofe facred morfels, Yebicb [ome men baye. alrea- 
ly by violence. devoured , never. dieefd witb. them, nor 
heirs: Let them be as Naboth's vineyard to Ahab, gall 
n their montbs, rottenne[fe to theiv names,a motb to their 
L'amilies , and a fHing to tbeir Con[ciences. 

(Break in funder, O Lord, all violent. and facrilegious 
tr onf ederations, to do wickedly and injurioufly. — — 

"Divide tbeir bearts and tongues , obo bave bandied io. 
'etber againft tbe Church and State, that tbe f'olly of fuch 
tiay be manife(l to all men, and proceed no further, 

(But fo favour my rigbteous dealing, O. Lord, tbat in 
Dbe mercies of Thee, the mofE Fiigh, Ii:nay never mif. 


Tarny. 
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Which fome mens folly and prodigality bath. contracted, 

5e an occafton to impoveri[b tby Church. 

3 The State may foon recover, by thy. Blefsing of peace 
upon u$ $T be Church is never likely, im. times where. tbe 

Charitie of mof? men is grown focold, and their Religion 
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* ip tbe many. lealoufies. vatfed , à 
andals caft upon tbe King , to flürre ap 
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] F Ehàd not Mine own Innocencie , and Gods 
À protection, it were hard for Me te Qu 
agait nft thofe flracagem: and confli&ts of. malice, 
whic ch by Falfities feek to oppreffe the Truth; Ad 
by Jealoufies to fupply the defect of. Reall caufes; 
which might Ícem to juflific fo unjuft engage- 
nients aga Hp Me. 

And indeed, the worít. effe&s of open hofti 
litie, comme io of thefe defignes : For, I. can 
in ote willingly lofe my Crowns then my Credis, 
nora is my Kingdoms Ío dear ie Me, 4$ In!y Re. 
Put don and Honour. 

ihnoic muft have a period. with my life, but 
thefe may furviveto a elorious kind ot Immor- 
rality, when I am dead ànd cone: À good Name 
being the embalming of P rincesh and a Íweet 
onlecraing of them to an Eternity of love and 
ratitude ac nong Pofle erity. 
Dunes ipie: falle alperfions were lecret en- 
3 ins at Airít cmployed againft] Vy peoples love of 
Me: thatundermini ing their opinion and value of 
À e, My cnemies, and theirs too, might at once 
low vp their affections, and baxer down. their 
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XV herein yet,I thank God, the detrimenc of my 
Honour is not fo affli&ive to Me , as the finne 
and danger of my peoples fouls, whofe. eyes 
once blinded with fuch myfts of. fufpicions, they 
are foon mifled into the moft déíperate precipi- 
cesof actions : wherein they do not onely no: 
confider their finne and danger, but glory 1n their 
zealous adventures ; while l am rendred to them 


| fo fitto be deftroyed, that many are ambitious to 
merit the name of My Deftroyers; Imagining 
| they then fear God moft, when they leaft honou: 


their King. 


Ithank God; I never found but my pity ws 


| above my anger; nor have my palsioas ever io 


prevailed againft Me;as ro exclude my moft com- 
paísionate prayers for them, whom devout er- 


| ours, more then their own malice;have betrsyed 


to a moft religious Rebellion. 


I had the Charity to interpret, chat náoft part of 


my Subjects , fought againft my [uppofzd E- 


| rours, not my Períon , and intended t5 mend 


Me, not to end Me : And 1 hope, that Goé par- 


doning their Errours, hath (o farre accepted and 


| anfwered their good intentions, that as he ha: 


yet preferved Me, fo he hath by thefe. aff:ctiogs 
prepared Me; both to do him better lervice, add 
my People mote good,ther hitherto I have dón*. 

| do not more willingly forgive cheir [*du&i- 


ens, whicli occáfióned thei£ 1. y2ll injuries, che i 
didt à] , bi 
EE aRt 
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am ambitious by all Princely merirs to. redeem 
them from tbeir unjuft. fufpicions , and reward 
them for their good intentions. 

Iam too confcious to mine own Affections toc 
ward the generalityof my people,to fufpeót theirs 
to Me; nor fhallthe malice of mine enemies ever 
be able to deprive Me of the comfort, which 
that confidence gives Me: I fhall never. grati- 
fie the fpightfülneffe of a few, with any finifter 
thoughts of all their. Allegiance, whom  pious 
frauds have feduced. 

The worft fome mens ambition can do, fhall 
never perfwade Me, to make fo bad interpretati. 
onsof moftof My Subjects actions; who pofsi- 
bly may be Erroneous, but not Heretical in point 
of Loyaltie. 

The fenfe of the injuries done to My Subje&ts 
is as fharp, as thofe done to My Self; our wel- 
fares being infeparable; in this onely they füffer 
more then My Self , that they are animated b 
Íome feducers, to injure at once both themfelyes 
and Me. | 

Forthisis not enough tothe malice of My 
enemies, that I be affli&ted ; but i: muft be done 
by fuch inftruments that My afilictions grieve Me 
not more then this doth, that I am affli&ted by 
thee, whofe profperity 1 earneftly defire , and 
whole feduction I hearuly deplore. 

IF they had been. mine open and forrein ene- 
mies 
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| mies, I could have bornit; but they muft be my 
;own Subjects, whoare next to my Children, 
I dear to Me: And for the reftoring of whofe tran. 
1quilitie, Icould willingly bethe STonab; it 1 did 


: | not cvidently forefee, that by the divided Interefts * 


Tof their and mine enemies, as by contrary winds, 
T the ftorm of their miferies would be rather en- 
1 creafed then allayed. | 


I had rather prevent my Peoples ruine, then 


1 rule over thema nor am I fo ambitious of that. 


Dominion which is but my Right, as of their 
| happineffe; if it could expiate , or countervail 
füch a way of obtaining it, by the higheft inju- 
| ries of. Subje&s committed againft their Sove- 
| reign. 

Yet L had. rather (üffer all the miferies of life, 
| and die many deaths, then. fhamefully co. delert, 
| or difhonourably to betray rnine own juftRigats 

and Sovereigaty, thereby to. gratifie che ambia- 
! on, or juftifie the malice of mine enemies; be- 
! tween whofe malice, and other mens miftakes, 

[ put. as great a difference, as between an ordina- 
! Agueand the Plague; or the Ich of Novelue, and 

the Leprofie of Ditloyaly. 

As Liars need have good memories , fo Mali- 
cious perfons need geod inventions ; that their 
calumnies may fit every maus fancie; and what 

| their reproches want of truth, they may make 
| up with number and fhew., 
| i 


3 
3 


HN AM 
Mi 


M: adiuti ^ae no n 
113 Ee Baeipat. 


iVly patience ( I thank God ) will better. ferve 
ile to bear, and my charity to forgive, then my 
ieiture to anf wer che many falfe afperfions which 
!cme men have caít upon Me. | 
A Did I not more confider my Subjects fatisfa- 
Con, then mine own Vindication, 1 fhould ne- 
ver have given the malice of fome men that plea. 
iure, as to [ce Me take notice of, or remember 
what they fay , or object. 

I would leave the Authours to be punifhed by 
cheir own evil manners, and feared Coníciences, 
which will, I believe, in a fhorter time then they 
be aware of, both confute and revenge all thofe 
black and falfe Scandals, which they have caft on 
Me: And make the world fee, there is as little 
truth inthem , as there was little worth in the 
b:oaching of them, or Civilitie ( I need not (ay 
loyaltie ) 1n the not füpprelsingof them ; whote 
creditand reputation, even with the people, fhall 
ere long be quite blafted, by the breath of that 
lame fornace of popular obloquy, and detra&ti- 
on, which they hàve ftudied to heat and inflame 
tothe higheft degree of infamie , and wherein 
they havefought to caftand confume my Name 
and Honour. | | : | 

Firft, nothing gave Me more cau to füfpect, 
aud fearch my own Innocency; then when 1 ob- 
ferved íó many forward to engage againft Me, 
who had made great piofelsions c£ fingular pie- 
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tie: For this gave to vulgar minds fo bad refle&ti - 
on upon Me, and my caufe,as if it had been im- 
pofsible to adhere to Me, and not withall dc- 

art from God, to think or fpeak well of Me,and 


| not to blafpheme Him; (o many werte períwaded 
| chat. thefe two were utterly inconfiftent, to be at 


once Loyall to Me, and truly Religious toward 
God. 

Niot but that I had (I thank God) many with 
Me, which were both Learned and Religious, 
( much above that ordinary fize, and that vulgar 
proportion, wherein fome men glory fo muca) 
who were fo well fatished in the caufe of my 
fufferings , that they chofe rather to fuffec. with 
Me, then forlake Me. 

Nor is it ftrange that fo religious Pretenfrons 
as were ufed againft Me, fhouid be to many wel- 
minded mena great temptation Co oppole Me : 

Efpecially, being urged by fuch popular Preach- 
ers, as thinkit no finne to lie for God, and what 
they pleafe to call. Gods caufe, curfing aH chat 
will not curfe with them ; looking fo much at, 
and. crying up the goodheffs of the end pro- 
pounded, that they. confidet not the lawfulnelfe 
of the means ufed, nor the depth of the mifchief, 
chiefly plotted and intended. 

The weaknelfe of thee meas judgement, 
mu(ít be made up by their camours and act- 


itte. 
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It was a great part of fome mens Religion, to 
Ícandalize Me and mine , they thought theits | 
could not be true, if they cried not down mine | 
as falle, | 

I thank God, I have had more triall of his 
grace, as to the coüflancy of my Religion in the 
Proteftant profefsion of the Church o£ England, 
both abroad and at home, then cver they are like 
to have. 

Nor dol know any exception, I am fo liable 
t, in their opinion, as too great a fixedneffe in 
that Religion whofe judicious and folid grounds, 
both from 5cripture and Antiquitie, will not give 

my Confcience leave to approve or confent to 
thofe many dangerous and divided Innovati. 
ons, w^ich the bold ignorance of fome men 
Would needs obtrude upon Me,and ty People. 

Contrary tothofe. well-tried foundations both 
of Truth and Order, which men of farre great. 
er Learning, and clearer Z«al , have fettled in 
the Confefsion and Conflitution of this Church 
In. Exelaud, which many former Parliaments: in 
the moít calm and unpafsionate times, have ofz 
confirmed : In which I fhall ever, by Gods help, 
períevere, as believing it hath moft of Primitive 
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Nor did my ufing the afsiflance of fome Pa. 
pifts, which were my Subjects, any way fight 
againft my Religion , 35 lome men would needs 
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! nterpretit : efpecially chofe who leaft of all men 
'ared whom they employed , or what they faid, 
' nd did, fo they might prevail. 
-|. "Tis ftrange, that fo wife men, as they would 
3 e efteemed, fhould not conceive, That differen. 
' les of períwafion in matters of Religion may ea- 
ly fall out , where there is the fameneffe of du- 
'y, Allegiance, and fubjection. The firft they 
wn as men, and Chriflians to God ; the fecond, 
' hey ow to Mein Common, as their Kix; dif- 
| erent profefsions in point of Religion cannot 
, lany more then in civil Trades) take away the 
| |ommunitie of. relations either to Parents, or to 
Princes: And where is there fuch an Oglioor med: 
ey of various Religions in the world again , as 
hofe men entertain in their fervice , (who find 
noft fault with Me) without any fcruple, asto 
he diverfitie of their Sects and Opinions? 
| It was indeed, a foul and indelible fhame, for 
üch as would be counted Proteftants, to enforce 
Me, a declared Proteftant, their Lord and King, 
o a necefary ufe of Papifts,or any other, who did 
»ut their dutie to help Me to defend My Self. 
Nor did I more then is lawfull for any 
ng, in fuch exigents, to ufethe aid of any his 
xubjects. 
| lam forriethe Papifts fhould have a greater 
enfe of their Allegiance, then many Proteflant 
"rofellours who feem to have learned,and to pra. 
| étife 
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&ife the worft Principles of the worft Papifts, 

Indeed , it had been a very impertinent and | 
unfeafonable fcruple in Me , ( and very pleafing | 
no doubt to My Enemies) to have been then 
difputing the points of different beliefs in My 
Subjects , when I was difputed with by Swords 
points ::and when I needed the help of My 
Subjects as men , no leffe chen their prayers as 
Chriftians. 

The noife of My Evil Counfellours was an- 
other ufefull device for thofe , who were impa- 
tient any mens counfels but their own fhould 
be followed in Church or State; who were fo. 
eager in giving Me better counfell, that they 
would not give Me leave to take it with free- 
dome, as a Man, or honour,asa King ; making 
their counfels more like a drench that. muft be 
poured down , then a draught which might be. 
fairly and leifurely drank, i£ I liked it. 

I will not juftifie beyond. humane. errours 
and frailties My Self, or My Counfellours: They. 
night be fubjeét to fome milícarriages , yet fuch 
as were farre more reparable by fecond. and 
better thoughts , then. thofe enormous extra- 
vagancies, wherewith fome.men have. now even 
wildred , and almoft quite loft both Church 
and State, 

The cvent of things at laft will make it evi- 
dent to my Subje&s , that had I. followed the 
worfi 
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vorít Counfels , that My worft Counfellours 
ver had the boldneffe to offerto Me, or My 
jelf any inclination to ufe; I could not fo foon 
ave brought both Church and State in. three 
lourifhing Kingdomes , to fuch a Chaos of. con- 
ufions and Hell of miferies, as fome have done; 
xut of which they cannot, or will not in the 
midít oF their many great advantages redeem 
:ither Me or my Subjects. 
| Nomen were more willing to complain, then 
[was to redrefTe what I faw in Reafon was either 
done or advifed amiffe, and this I thought I 
had done, even beyond the expectation of mo- 
derate men : who were forrie to fce, Me prone 
even to injure my Self, out of a Z eal to relieve 
my Subje&ts. 
| "But other mens infatiable defire of revenge 
upon Me, my Court, and my Clergie , hath 
wholly beguiled both Church and State, of che 
benefit of all my either Retractations or Conceí- 
fions; and withall, hath deprived allthofe (now 
! (o zealous Perfecutouts) both ofthe comfort and 
reward of their former pretended períecutions, 
wherein they fo much gloried among the vul- 
| gar, and which indeed, a truly humble Chriftian 
| will fo highly prize , as rather not to be relieved, 


| then be revenged , fo asto be bereaved of chat 


| Crowa of Chriftian patience, which attends 
humble and injured Iufferers. 


"Another 
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Another artifice ufed to. withdraw my peo- | 
ples affections from Me to their defignes, was | 
the noife and oftentation of libertie, which men 
are not more prone to defire, then unapt co. bear 
in the popular fenfe, which is, To do what every 
man liketh beft. 

If che Divineft libertie be to will what men 
Íhould , and to do what they fo will according 
to Reafon, Laws, and Religion ; I envie not my 
Subjeéts that libertie , which is all I defire to en- 
joy my Self; So farre am EH from the defire of op- 
preísing theirs: Nor were thofe Lords and Gen- 
tlemen which aísifted Me, fo prodigall of their 
liberties, as, with their Lives and Fortunes to help 
on the enílaving of themfelves & their pofterities. 

Asto Civil Immunities , none but füch as de-- 
fire to drive on their Ambitious and covetous 
defignes over the ruines of Church and State, 
Prince, Peers, and People, willever defire great- 
er Freedomes then. the Laws allow, whofe 
bounds good man count their Ornament and 
protection , others theirs Manacles and Op- 
preísion. 

. Norisit juft any man fhould expeót the re- 
ward and benefit of the Law , who delpifeth his 
rule and direction, lofing juftly his fatety while 
he feeks an unreafonable libettie. 

lime will beft. inform my Subjects that thofe 
are the. beft. prelervers. of their true liberties , 
who 
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[who allow themíelves che leaft licentioufnefe 
lagainft or beyond the Laws. "m 
] They will feel ic at laft to their cóft , chat itis 
|im oísible thofe men fhould be really tender of 
|| their fellow-fubjects liberties, who have the hàát- 
| dineffe to ule their King with fo fevere reftraints, 
| againft all. Laws both Divine and Humane: un- 
|| der which, yet , 1. will rather perifh , then com- 
| plain to thofe , who want nothing to complete 
| their mirth and triumph, but fuch mufick. 
| In point of true conícientious tenderneffe (at- 
| tended with humilitie and meekneffe , not with 
| proud and arrogant a&ivitie, wbich fecks to 
| hatch every. egge of different opinion to à Faéi- 
| on or Schifme) IL have oft declared, how little 
| defite my Lavvs and Sceptre fhould intrench ori 
| Gods Sovereigntie , which is the onely King of 
| mens Coníciencés , and yet he hath laid füch xe- 
| flraints upon men , as commands them to be 
| fübje& for Conícience fake, giving no men li« 
|! bertie to break the Law eftablifhed;, further then 
with meckneffe and patience, they are content to 
fuffer che penalties annexed, rather then. perturb 
the publick Peace. 

The truth is, fome mens thirft after Novelties, 
others defpair to relieve the. necefsities of their 
Fortunss, or fatisfie cheir Ambition in peaceable 
times , (diftcufting Gods providence, as well as 


their own merits) were the fecret (but principali) 
impuitives 
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impulfives to thefe popular Commotions ; by 
which Subjects have been perfwaded to. ex- 
pend much of thofe plentifull Eftates they got, | 
joyed under My Government, in peace- | 


and enj 
able times; which yet muft. now be blafted with 
all the odious reproches , which impudent ma. 
lice can invent ; and. My felf expofed to all thofe 
contempts, Which may moft diminifh the Maje. 
ftie of a King, and increafe the. ungratefull info- 
lencies of my People. | 

For mine Honour, I am well affured, that as 
mine Innocency is clear before God, in point of 
any calumnies they object ; fo My reputation 
Íhall like the Sun (after Owls and Bats have had 
their freedome in. the night and darker times) 
rife and recover it (elf to fuch a degree of fplen- 
dour, as thofe ferall birds fhallbe grieved to be: 
hold, and uriable to bear. For never were any 
Princes more glorious , then thofe whom God 
hath fuüffered to be tried in the fornace of affli&i. 
onsbytheirinjurious Subjects, —.——— ! 

And who knows but the jjuft and mercifull 
God will do me good , for fome mens hard; 
falfe, and evil fpeeches againft Me; wherein they 
fpeak rather what they wifh, then what they be- 
lieve, or know. | 

Nor can 1 fuffer fo mich in point of Ho- 
our , by tlxofe rude and. fcandalous Pamphlets 
(Which like fire in great conHagrations, Hie üp 
and 


] 
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| nd downto fetall places on like flames ) as 
' hofe men do, who pretending to fo much pietie; 
| |re fo forgetfull of their dutie to Godand Me: 


Jy no way ever vindicating the Majeftie of. their 
XixG. againft any of thofe, who contrary to the 


' recept of God , and prefident of Angels , peak 


benc ium ^ 
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vil of dignities , and. bring. váiling acctfations. againfé 


"Ibofe, who are honoured with the name of God. 


| But'tis no wonder if. men not fearing Gop, 
hould not Honour their KiNG. 


| They will eafily. contemn fuüch fhadows of 


cod, who reverence not that Supreme, and ado: 
able Majefly,in comparifon of whom all the glo« 
ie of Men and Angels is but obícuritie; yet hath 
xe graven fuch Characters of divine Authority, 


"ind Sacred power upon Kings , as none may 


 Ivithout fin feek to blot them our. Nor fhall cheix 


black veils be able to hide the fhining of My face, 
While God gives Me a heart frequency and hum- 


 bly to converíe with him, from whom alone ate 


ll che irradiations of true glory and Majcfüc. 


Thou, O Lord, knoweft My veproch, and My difbo: 


pour, My Adver[aries are all before T bee. 


My Soul is among |. Lions, among tbem that are fet ori 
fire, even the Sons of Men ; 3wbofe teetb are. pears and 
arrows; their tongue a. [harp f'word- 
Mine enemies. reprocb Me all tbe day lone , and. tbofe 
that are mad. againft Me are [worn together. 
e E ee" 


( 
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O My God, bew loug fball the fonnes of mén turn 
My glory into fbame? bow long [báll tbey love vanity, 
and feek after ltes ? 

T bon baft beard the reproches of "wicked men on eve- 
yy fide. Fold not thy peace , left My. Enemies. prevail 
again] Me, and lay mine FJonour in the duff. 

Thou,O Lord, [halt deflroy tbem that. [peak lies. "Ihe 
Lord will abbor botb the bloud-tbir[ly, and deceitfull men. 

Mike ny vigbteoufnefJe to appear as the. light , and 
mine innocency to (bine forth as tbe Sun at noon day. 

Suffer not my. filence to betray mine innocence, nor m) 
difpleafure , my patience y "That after my Saviours ex- 
ample, being reviled, I may not vevile again ; and being 
curfed by tbem, I may bleffe them. 

"Thou that. wouldf? not. fuffer Shimel's. tongue to go 
unpuni[bed; when by tby judgements on David be might 
fec to juflifie bis difdainfull reprocbes, eive Me grace to 
intercede witb thy mercy for tbefe my enemies , tbat the 
veard of falfe and lying tongues, even bot burmmg coals 
of eternall fire, may not be broucbt upon tbem. 

Let my prayers, and. patience, be as water. to cool and 
quencb their tongues, wbo are alread) fet on fire witb tbe 
fire of FJell, and termented with tbofe malicious. flames. 

Let Me be bappy to ref uteyand put to filence tbeir evil- 
fpeaking by well-doing and let ther enjoy not tbe fruits of 
their L.ps,but. of my prayer for. their repentance, and tby 
pardon. | | 
Teach me Davids patience and Hezekiahs devotios, 
that [may look to thy mercy tbrougb mans malice, and. [ee 
tby suffice nt their ftn. Let 
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Let Sheba's feditious fpeeches Rabfhekahs vayling, 
| and Shimei's curfing, provoke, as my: bumble prayer to 
T bee, fo tby renewed blefsing toward M. 
| D bougb they curfe, do Thou bleffe, and. 1 [Dall be blef- 
| Jed, and made a ble[sing to my Peoples —————- 
That the Hone, 3ebicb. fame builders refufe, may. be- 
come the bead [Pone of the corner. 
|. Look down from. beaven, and fave Me from tbe. vo- 
Jprocb of. tbem that would vallo Me up. 

Fhide Me ín the fecvet of. thy prefence, from tbe pride 
f inan, and Keep Me from the flrife of. tongues. 
I 


i 
| 


16. 'Üpon tbe Ordinance againfl tbe Com- 
mon-Prayer- Book. 


T is no news, to have all Innovations ufhered - 


in with the name of Reformations in Church 
and State, by thofe, who (eeking to gain reputa. 
tion with the Vulgar for their extraordinary parts 
and piety, muft needs undo. whatever was for- 
 merly fettled never fo well and wifely. 
| So hardly can the pride of thole that ftudy 
Novelties,allow former times any fhare or degree 
of wifdome or godlinefle. 

And becauíe matter of. prayer and devotionto 
God, juftly bears a great parc in Religion, ( being 
ithe Souls moreimmediate converíe with the Di. 
vine Majefty) nothing could be more plaufible 
tO the People,then to tell them, They ferved God 
amitfle in that point, Rs — klence 


130 Eixày Bacvuu. i 

Hence out publick Liturgie, or Forms of con- | 
ftant Prayers, muft be. ( not amended, in what | 
upon freeand publick advice might feem to fo. | 
ber men inconvenient for matter or manner, to 
which I fhould eafily confent; but ) wholly ca- 
fhiered, and abolifhed, and after. many popular 
contempts offered to the Book, and thofe that. 
uled it according to their Confciences, and the 
Laws in force , it muft be crucified by an Ordi- 
nance, the better to pleafe either chofe men, who 
glotied in their extemporary vein and fluencie;or 
others, who confcious to their own formality in 
the ufe of it; thought they fully expiated: their | 
finne of not ufing it aright; by laying allthe 
blame upon it,and a totall reje&tion of itas a dead 
letter,thereby to excufe the deadnes of their hearts 

As for the matter contained in the Book fober 
and learned men have fufficiently vindicated it 
againft the cavils and exceptiorisof thofe, who 
thought it a part of piety, co"make what profane 
cbjections they could againft.it ; éfpecially for: 
Popery and Superftition; whereas; no:doubt; the 
Liurgy was exactly conformed to the: doctrine: 
of the Church of Eugland; and this by all Refor- 
med Churches,is contefled to. be moft found and | 
Orthodox. [iof 

For the snanner of ufing fet and' prefcribed 
Forms , there is no doubt, but that wholíome- 
Words being known and fitted to mens under- 


fland- 
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ftandings , are looneft received into their hearts, 
and apteít to exciteand carry along with them ju- 
dicious and fervent affections. 

Nor do I feeany reafon why Chriftians fhould 
be weary of a wel'compofed Liturgie (as I hold 
this to be ) more then of all other things , where- 
in the Conflancie abates nothing of the excellen- 
cie and ufefulneffe. à 

I could never feeany -Reafon, why any Chri- 
ftian fhould abhor, or be forbidden to ufe the 


fame Forms of Prayer, fince he prayes to the fame 


God, believes in the fame Saviour, profeffeth the 
fame Truths, reads the fame Scriptures, hath the 
fame duties upon him, and feels the fame daily 
wánts for the moft part, both inward and out- 
ward,which are common to the whole Church. 
Sure, we may as well beforehand know what 
We pray, as to whom we pray; and in what 
words,as to what fenfe; when we defire the fame 
things, what hindets we may notufe the fame 
words ?. Our appetite and digeftion too may be 
2ood when we ufe, as we pray for, our. daily bread. 
Some men, I hear, are (o impatient, not to ule 
in all their. devotions their own invention and 
gifts, that they notonely diíule (as too many )but 
wholly caftaway and contemn the Lords Prayer; 
whofe great guilt is, that it is the warrant and ori. 
ginall pattern of all et Liturgies in. the Chrlftian 
Church. 
K 2 
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Fever thought that the proud oftentation of | 
mens abilities for invention, and the vain affe&ta- 
ttons of variety for exprefsions, in Publick pray- | 
cr, orany facred adminiflrations, merits a greater 
brand o£ finne, then chit. which they call Cold- 
nefle and. Barrennefle : Nor are men in thofe 
novelties leffe fubje& to formall and fuperficiall 
tcmpers , (asto their hearts) then in the ufe of 
conítant Forms, where not the words, but mens 
hearts are too blame. 

I make no doubt, but a man may be very for- 
mall in the moft extemporary variety; and very 
fervently devout in the moff wonted exprefsi- 
ons: Nor is God more a God of variety, then 
of conflancy : Nor are conflant Forms of Pray- 
ers more likely to flat, and hinder the Spirit of 
prayer and devotion, then unpremeditated and 
confufed variety to diftract and lofe it. 

Though L am no: againft a grave, modeft, dif- 
creet, and humble ufe of Minifters gifts, even in 
publick , the better to fit, and. excite their own, 
and the Peoples affections to the prefent. occafí. 
ons ; yet]. know nonecefsity why privateand 
fingle abilities fhould quite juftle out, and de- 
prive the Church of the joynt abilities and con- 
current gis of many learned and godly men, 
luch as the Compofers of the Service-Book were 
who may in all reafon bethought to have more 
of gifts and. graces enabling them to cempofle 

with 
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| with ferious deliberation and concurrent advice, 
| fuch. Forms of Prayers, às may beít fit the 
| Churches common wanss , inform the Hearers 
| underftanding, and ftirreup thc fiduciary and 
| fervent application of their fpirits, ( wherein con- 
| fiíls the very life and foul of prayer, and that fo 
|! much pretended Spirit of. Prayer; ) then any pri- 
| vate man by his folitary abiliaes can be prefumed 
| to have; which, whatthey ate many times ( even 
| there, where they make a great noife and fhew ) 
| the affe&tations, emptineffe, impertinency, rude- | 
| neffe, confufions, flatneffe levity, obfcurity, vaia | 
| and ridiculous repetitions, the fenfeleffe and ofi 
| times blalphemous exprefsions; all thele burthen- 
| ed with a moft tedious and intolerable leagth, do 
fufficiently convince all raen, but thofe who eglo- 
| ry in that Pharifaick way, 
Whercin men mult be ftrangely impudent;and 
flatterers of themíelves , not to have an infinite 
fhame of. what they [o doand (ay, in things of 
| 1o acred a naturejbefore God and the Church,af- 
| cer [o ridiculous, and indeed profane a manner. 
Nor canit be expected, but that in duties o? 
iftequent performance, as Sacramenall admini. 
| ftraions, and the like, whichare ftill che fame; 
.Miniftets muft. either come to uíe cthei« own 
Forms conftantdly , which are not like to be fo 
found, or comprehenfive of the nature of che du. 
te, as Forms of Publick compo(ure; or elíe ch: 
Ep K mu 
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mult every time affe& new exprefsions when the 
fubjeétis the fame; which can hardly be prefu- 
med in any mans greateft fufficiencies, net to 
want ( maay times) much of that compleat 
effe, order, and gravitie becoming thofe duties; 
which by this means are expofed at every celebra» 
uon to every Miniflers private infirmities, indif-. 
pofitions, errours, diforders, and defects, both 


tor judgement and expresion. 

À ferious fenfe of which inconveniences in 
the Church, unavoidably following every mans 
fcverall manner of officiating, no doubt, first oc. 
caftoned the wifdome and piety of the Ancient 
Churches, to remedy thofe mifchiefs , by the uíe 
of constant Liturgies of Publick compofure. 

The want of which, I believe, this Church 
will fufficiently feel, when the unhappy fruits of 
many mens ungoverned ignorance , and confi- ' 
dent defects, (hill be difcovered in more errours, 
fchilmes, diforders, and uncharitable diftractions 
in Religion, which are already but too many;the 
more is the pity. 

However, if violence muft needs bting in, and 
abett thofe Innovations (that men may not feem 
to have nothing to do) which Law, Reafon, and 
Religion forbids, atleaft to be fo obtruded , as 
wholly to ju(lle out the Publick Liturgie: 

Yet nothing can excufethat moft unjuft and 
partiall Ícveritie of thofe men , who either lately 


had 


! had fubfcribed to, ufed, and mainteined the Ser- 


i 
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! vice-book, or refufing to ufe it,cried out of the ri- 


gour of theLaws, and Bifhops , which fuffered 


them not to ue the liberty of their Coníciences, 
.in not uíing it. 


That thefe men. ( I fay ) fhould fo fuddenly 


! change the Liturgie into a Directory , as if the 


Spirit needed help for invention, though not for 


| exprefsions; oras if matter prefcribed, did not as 
much ftintand obfttu& he Spirit, asif it were 
| clothed in, and confined to fit words: :(5o flight 


and eafie is that Legerdemain, which will ferveto 


delude the vulgar. | 
That further, they fhould u(e fuch feverity, as 


not to fuffer without penalte, any to uíe the 


| Common :prayer book publickly, although their 


Coníciences bind them to it, as a duty of Pietie 
to God, and Obedience to the Laws. 

Thus Ifee, no men arc. proneto be greater 
Tyrants , and more rigorous exactors upon o- 


 thers, to conform to their illegall novelies; then 


fuch, whofe pride was formerly leaft difpoled to 


| the. obedience of lawfull Conflitutions , and 
| whofe licentious humours moft pretended Con- 
| fcientious liberties: which freedome with much 
| regret they now allow to Me, and my Chaplains, 
| when they may have leave to (erve Me, whofe a- 
| bilities even in their extemporary way,co mes no* 


fhort of the others; but their modeíty and leara- 
ing far exceeds the moft of them. But 


my. 
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But this matter is of fo popular a nature, as 
fome men knew it would not bear learned and 
lober debates, lcaft being convinced by the evi- 
dence of Reafon, as well as Laws, they fhould 
have been driven either to fin more againft their 
knowledge, by taking away the Liturgie; or to 
difpleafe [ome Faction of the people, by continu- 
ingthe uíe of it. 

lhough I believe they have offended more 
confiderable men, not oncly for their numbers 
and eftates; bur. for their wetghty and judicious 
piety, then thofe are, whofe weakneffe or giddi- 
nefle they fought to gratifie, by taking it away. 

One of. the greateft faults ome men found 
with the Common-Prayer. Book ,. I1 believe , 
was this, That it taught them to pray fo oft 
for Me; to which Peutions they had. not Loy- 
alue enough to fay JZmen, nor. yet Charitie e- 
nough to forbear Reproches, and even curfings 
of Me in their own forms, in. flead of pray- 
ing for Me. | 

I wifh their Repentance may be their onely 
punifhment, that feeing the mifchiefs which 
the difufe of publick Liturgies hath already 
produced, tbey may reftore that. credit, ufe, and 
reverence to them, which by the ancient Churches 


were given to fet Forms of found and wholfome 
Words, 


And 
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fd Thou, 0 Lord, which art tbe. fame God, bleffcd 
| for ever: obhofe mercies are. full of variety, and yet of 
| con[Tancy ; Thon denie$l us not a new and frefh. feufe of 
our old and dayly wants ;. mor defpifest venewed affeélions 
joyned to con[tant expre[sions. 

Let us not want tbe benefit of tby Churches united and 

iwell-advifed Deyotions. | 

Let the matters of our prayers be agreeable to thy vill, 

| Which is alimayes the (ame, and tbe fervency of our |birits 
to the motions ef tby boly Spirits in us. 

end then Ye doubt, not, but. by Jpirituall perfeGlions 
are [ucb , as tbou art neitber. to be pleafed witb affected 
| ANovelties. for matter or. manner , nor offended with tbe 
pious conffancy of our Petitions in tbem botb. 

Wbofe varietie or con[lancie thou bafl no wbere either 
forbidden or commanded , but left them to the pietie and 
prudence of. tby Cburcb , that. botb may be ufed, neitber 
die 

Keep men in that pious moderation of their judgements 
 imatters of (Religion, that their ignorance may not of. 
fend. others, nor their opinion of. ther Yn abilities tompt 
| them to. deprive otbers, of bat. they may lawfully and 

devoutly ufe, to belp tbeiy imfirmities. 

And fice tbe advantage of. Errour. confifls in novelty 
and variety,as "Trutbs in. unity aud conflancy: Suffer not 
| tby Church to be peflered with evrours,and deformed with 
 undecencies in tby Service, under tbe pretence of variety 
and novelty, INor to be deprived of truth, unity, and order, 
Wnder this f allacy bat con[Tancy is tbe caufe of formality. 
| f Lord, 


138 Ei» Bacon. 


Lord Keep us from. formal Elypocrifie in our. own. 
hearts, and then we. know tbat praying to thee, or. praj-. 
fing of tbee: (with David. , and other boly men) in the | 


fame forms cannot burt us. 
Grye tis Yifdome to amend Wbat is amie witbin us, 
and there will be leffe to mend witbont us. 


Evermore defend: and. deliver. tby. Church. from. tbe | 


effets of blind zeal, and over-bold devotion. | 


17. Of tbe differences between tbe: Kine 


and tbe two Hou[es , in point of. Cburch- |: 


government. 


d Ouching the Government of. the Church | 


by: Bifhops , the:common ealoufie: hath 


been, that Lam earneftand refolute to maintain | 


) 


it, not fo much out of pictie, as policie , and 
realon of State. | 


Wherein fo farre indeed reafon of. State doth. 
induce Me to approve that Government. above | 


any other, as l find it impofsible for a. Prince to 
pieterve the State in. quiet, unleffehe hath fuch 
an influence upon: Church.men; and they fuch 
a dependence on Hiin , as may; beft. reftrain the 
feditious exorbitrancies of Minifters tongues;who 
with the Keys of Heaven have-fo farre the Keys 
of the Peoples hearts , as they prevail much by 
their Oratorie to let inj, and fliut out, both Peace 
and Loyaltie. 


So 
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t, «So that(I being as Krwa ) intrufted by God;and 
(the Laws. witb the. good both of. Church and 
dState; 1 ec no reafon Líhould give up, or weaken 
Iby any change , that power and influence which 
iin right and realon I ought to have over both. 
|. The moving Bifhops out of. the Houfe. of 
/Peers (of. which. I have elfewhere given an ac- 
|count ) was fufficient to take. off any füfpicion, 
ithat 1 encline to them for any ufe to be made of 
Jtheir Votes in State affairs :- Though /indeed I 
never thought any Bifhop worthy to fit in that 
Houíe, who would not Vote according to his 
conícience. 
| E: muft now in. Charitie be thought defirous 
Ito preferve that Government in its right confti- 
?tution;;:as a matter of Religion , wherein both 
!my- judgement is fully fatished , that it hath of 
all other the fulleft Scripture-grounds , and alfo 
the. conftant practice of all Chriftian Churches; 
! till: of late: years. che tumultuarineffe of People, 
or the factioufnefIe and pride of Presbyters , or 
the covetouínefe | of ,fome States and Princes, 
gave occafion to fome nens wits to invent new 
models, and propofe chem under fpecious titles, 
of (hrifls Government, Sceptre , and. Kingdome ; che 
! better to. ferve their turns , to whom the change 
was beneficial. 
« They mult give Me leave, having none of 
their temptations to invite Me to alter the Go- 
| vernment 


| T I 
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vernment of Bifhops , ( that I may havea title | 


to their Eftates) not to believe their pretended 
grounds to any new Wayes , contrary to the full 
and conflant teftimony of all Hiftories, füffici- 


ently convincing unbiafed men ; that as che Pri- | 


mitive Churches were andoubtedly governed by 


the Apoflles;and their immediate Succeffours the. | 


firft and beft Bifho s; Ío it cannot in teafon or 
charitie be füppofed , chat all Churches in the 


l 
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world fhould either be ignorant of the rule by: | 


them prefcribed , or fo foon deviate from their 
divine and holy pattern: That fince the fift Age, 


for 1500 years not one example can be produ- 


ced of any fettled Church ,' wherein were many 
Miniflers and Congregations , which had not 
fome Bifhop above them , under whofe jutifdi- 
tion and government they were. | 


Whole conftant and univer(all practife agreeing. 


with ío large and evident Scripture-directions 
and examples, as are fet down in the Epiftles to 
Tunotby and Titus, for the fettling of that Govern- 


ment, not in the perfons onely of Tonothy and Ti-- 


tu5, but in the fuccefsion ; (the want of Govern. 
ment being that which the Church can no more 
difpenfe w'*, in point of wel-being,then the want 
ol the Word and Sacraments, in point of being:) 

I wonder how men came to look with fo en- 
vious an eye upon Bifhops power and authori- 
ue, as to overlee both the Ecclefiafticall ufe of 
them, 
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|them, and Apoftolicall conftitution : which to 

1Me feems no leffe: evidently fet forth, as to the 
| main fcope and defigne of thofe Epiflles, for the 

LH ettling of a peculiar Office , Power, and Autho- |l 

Trity in them,as Prefident-Bifhops above others in I 

tpoint of Ordination, Cenfíures , and other A&s !| 

lof Ecclefiafticall difcipline; then thofe fhorter 

[characters of the. qualities and duties of Presby- 

fter-Bifhops, and Deacons, are defcribed in fome - | 

[parts of the fame Epiftles; whointhe latitude — || 

land communitie of the name, were then , and |H 

| may not now improperly be called 8ifbops, asto. T 

the overfight and care of Íingle Congregations, | 

| committed to them by the Apostles, or thofe A- 

1postolicall Bifhops, who (as 'Tynotby and Titus) 

!ucceeded them in that ordinary power there aí- 
igned over larger divifions , in which were ma. 

?ay Presbyters. 

!| The humilitie of thofe first Bifhops avoiding 
he eminent title of. Apostles , as a name in the 
Churches flyle appropriated from its common Ü 
notion (of a Meffenger, ox one fent,) to that fpeciall "n 
:dignity which had extraordinary call, mision, n 
zitts, and power immediately from Christ: they 
contented themfelves with the ordinary titles of 
3ifhops and Presbyters , untill ufe, ( the great | 
ubitratour of words , and master of language) -- | I 
1nding reafon to distinguifh by a peculiar name |] 
hofe períons , whofe power and office were 

indeed 
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indeed diftinct. from and;aboveall. other in the |] 
Church, as fucceeding the Apoflles in the ordina- | 
ty & conftant power of governing the Churches, 
the honour of ( whofe.name they. moderate- 
ly, yet commendably. declined ) all :Chriftian | 
Churches (Íubraitting to that fpeciall authoritie) | 
appropriated alío the name of iffop, without any | 
fulpicion or reproch of atrogancie to thofe, who | 
were by Apoftolicall propagation rightly deícen- 
ded and invefted into that higheft and. largelt 
power of governing, even the moft pure Primi. 
tive Churches : which , without all doubt had | 
many fuch holy Bifhops, after the pattern. of T:- | 
mothy and Titus,whofe fpeciall power is not more | 
cdearly fet down in thofe Epiflles (the chief, 
grounds and limits of all Epiícopall claim; as 
irom Divine right ) then are. the. characters of 
thefe perilous times , and thole men that. make 
them fuch ;. who not enduring found Doctrine, 
and clear Teftimonies of all Churches practice, 
are moft perveríe Difputers, and proud lUfuürpers 
againft crue Epifcopacy: whojif they be not Trai- 
tours and Boallers, yet they feem to be very cove- 
tous, heady, high-minded , inordinate and fierce, | 
lovers of themlelves, having much of the form, 


rned I'eachers, feek to over-lay and fmothet 
regnancie and auwhoritie of that power of) 


iJ 
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| Epifcopall Government, which, beyond all equi. 
$ vocation and. vulgar fallacie of names ,. is moft 
1 convincingly fet forth; both by Scripture, and all 
3 alter-Hiftories of the Church. 

|ocThi E write rather like a. Divine , then a 
Prince , that: Pofteritie- may fce (if. ever. thefe 
j papers be publick ) that I had. fair grounds both 
Tfrom Scripture , Canons ; and Ecclefiasticall ex- 
'amples,: whereon My- judgement was ftated for 
Epifcopall Government. 

Nor was itany policie of State, or obftinacie of 
will, or partialitie of affection, either to men , or | 
their Function which fixed Me ; who cannor in | 
pointot worldly refpects be fo con(üiderable to 
Me , as to recompence the injuries and loffes , I, | 
and my deareft relations. with my Kingdoras, 
have fuftained and hazarded, chiefly at firft upon 
this quatrell. 

And not onely in Religion , of which , Scri- 
pture is che beft rule ,, and the Churches lniver- | 
fall practice the: beft commentarie ; but alío in a 
right reafon, and the true nature of Government, 1T 
it cannot be thought that an orderly Subordina- 

1tion among Presbyters,. or Ministers , fhould be 
any more againft Christianitie , then it is in all 
Íecular and civil Governments, where paritig 
breeds Confufton and Faction. 
|. Ican no more believe, that fuch order is in- | 
confistent with true Religion, then good features | 
are 
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are. with beauty, or numbers with harmonie. | 

Nor is it likely, that God, who appointed feve- 
rall orders , anda Prelacie in the Government of? 
his Church,among the jewifhPriefts, fhould ab- 
horre or forbid them among Chriftian Minifters. 
who haveas much of the principles of Íchilme 
and divifion as other men : for preventingand 
fupprefsing of which, the Apoftolicall witdome, 
(which was Divine) after that Chriftians were 
multiplied to many Congregations , and Pres- 
byters with them , appointed this way of Go. 
vernment, which might beft preferve order and 
union with Authorite. 

So that I conceive it was not the favour of. 
Princes, or ambition of Presbyters, but the 
wifdome and pietie of the Apoftles that firft 
fectled Bifhops in the Church; which Authority 
they conftanty ufed, and enjoyed inthole times, 
which were pureft for Religion , though fharp- 
cft for Perfecution. 

Not that I am againft the managing of this 
Prefidencie and. Authoritie in one man , by the 
iovnt Counfell and confent of many Presbyters: 
have offered to. reftore that , asa fit means to 
avoid thofe Errours, Corruptions, and Partiali- 
tes, which are incident to any one man: Alío? 
toavoid Tyranny , which becomes no Chrifti- 
ans, leaft of all Cburchmen; befides, it. will be a 
means to take away that burden , and odium of 

affaxs, 
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of affairs, which may lie too heavieon one mans 
fhoulders, as indeed I think it formerly did on 
the Bifhops here. 

Nor can I fec what can be more agreeable both 
to Reafon and Religion ,then füch a frame of 
Government which is paternall, not Magifleriall; 
and wherein not onely the necefsitie of avoiding 
Faction and Confufion, Emulations and Con. 
tempts, which are prone to arie among equals in 
power and function; but alío the differences o£ 
ome Miniflers gifts, and aptitudes for Govern- 
ment above others , doch invite toimploy them À 
in reference to thofe abilities, wherein they are 


| eminent. 


Nor is this judgement of mine touching Epi. 
Ícopacy, any pre-occupation of opinion, which 


will not admit any oppofitions againft it: [t is 
well known Í have endeavoured to farisfie My 


| Self in what the chief. Patrons for other Wayes 
| can fay againft this, orfor theirs : And I find 


they have, as farte leffe of Scripture.grounds, and 
of Reafon ; fo for examples and pra&ife of the 


| Church , or teflimonies of Hiftories , they are 
| wholly deftitute, wherein the whole ftream runs 


Ío for Epifcopacy, that there is no: che leaft rivu- 
let for any others. t 
As for thofe obtruded examples ot fome late 


| reformed Churches, ( for many retain. Bifhops 
| ftill ) whom neceíside of times and affairs. rà. 


LU bh A 


146 Eixày Baeiunte 
ther excufeth, then commendceth for their incon- 
formity to all Antiquity : I could never fee any - 
rezfon why Churches ordetly reformed and. go- 
verned by Mm , fhould be forced to conform | 
to thofe few, rather then to the Catholick exam- | 
ple of all Ancient Churches , which needed no 
Reformation: And to thoíe Churches at this | 
day, who governed by Bifhops in all the Chri- 
ftian world, are many more then Presbyterians 
or Independents can pretend to be: All whomthe 
Churches in my three Kingdoms Jately governed 
by Bifhops,would equalize(1 think )it not exceed. 
Nor 1s it any point of wildome or charity, 
where Chriflians differ, ( as many doin fome 
points) there to widen the differences, and at 
once to- give all the Chriftian world ( except a 
handfull of ome Proteítants ) fo great a. Ícan- 
dall in point of Church-government; whom, 
though you may convince of their errours in | 
ome points of. Doctrine, yet you fhall never 
perfwade them, that to complete their Reformas | 
tion, they muft neceffarily delertand wholly caft 
off that Government, which they, and all before 
them, have ever owned as Catholick, Primitive, 
and Apoftolicall : So farre, that never Schifma- 
ticks, nor Hereticks (exceptthofe Aierians ) have 
ftrayed from the Unity and Conformity of the 
Church in tat point, ever having Bifhops above 
Presbyters. 
Befides, 


Eixay Basin. 147 
Befides , the late generall approbation and füb- 


| mision to this Government of. Bifhops, by the 
| Clergy, as well as the Laity di thefe Kingdoms, 
| 1s a great confirmation of my ]udgemenr, and 
| their inconflancy is a great prejudice againft their 
, noveltie. I cannot in charity fo farre doubt of 
| their learning or integrity, as if they underftood 
not what heretofore they did; or that they did 


conform contrary to their cenfciences: So that 
their facility and levity is never to be excufed, 
Who, before ever the point of. Church-govern- 
ment hadany free and impattiall debate, contrary 
to their former oaths and practife, againft their 


obedience to the Laws in force, and againft my 


coníent, have not onely quite cried down the 
Government by Bifhops; but have approved and 


| 3ncouraged the violent and moft illegal ftrip- 


ping all the Bifhops, and many other Church- 


men, of all their due Authority and Revenues, 


! even to the felline away, and utter alienation of 


'thofe Church.lands from any Ecclefiaflicall ufes. 
'Sogreat a power hath the ftreara of times, and 


the prevalency of. parties over fome mens judge. 


| ments; of whofe fo fudden and fo totall change, 
| little reafon can be given, befides the Scots Armie 


| coming into England. 


Dut the folly of thefe men. will atlaft punifh 


lit fclf, and the Defertors of Eptilcopacy Will ap- 


pear the greateft enemies to, and berrayers of 
i 1.2 their 
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their own intereft: for Presbyterie is never fo | 
confiderable or effectuall, as when it is joyned to, | 
nd. crowned with Epifcopacie. All Miniflers 
wil find as great a difference in point of thriving, 
between the favour of the People, and of Princes; 
as plants do between being watered by hand, or 
by the fweet and liberall dews of Heaven. 

Thetenuity and contempt of Clergy-men will 
foonlet them fee, what a poor carcafe they are, 
when parted from the influence of. that Head, to 
whofe Supremacy they have been fworn. 

A little moderation might have prevented great 
miíchiefs: Iam firm to Primitive Epifcopacy, 
not to have it extirpated, (if I can hinderit. ) Di. 
Ícretion without Paísion might eafily reform, 
whatever the ruft of times, or. indulgence of 
Liws, or corruption of manners have brought 
uponit. It being a groffe vulgar errour to 1m- 
pute to, or revenge upon the Function, the. 
faults of. times, or perlons ; which feditious 
and popular principle, and praétife, all wiife- 
men abhorre. 

For thofe Secular additaments and orna- 
ments of Authority, Civil Honour, and Eftate, 
which my Predecetfours, and Chriftian Princes 
in all Countreys have annexed to Bifhops and 
Church-men ; 1look upon them, but as juft re- 
wards of their learning and piety, who are fit to 
bein any degree of Church-government; alfo 
ena- 
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J| enablements to vvorks of Charity, and Hofpita- 
| lity, meet ftrengthenings of their Authority in 
J point of refpe&t and oblervance; vvhich in peace- 
J full times is hardly paid co any Governours by 
1 the meaíüre of their virtues, fo much, as by that 
l| of their eftates; Poverty and. meanneffe expofing 
| them and their. Authority to the contempt of li- 
J centious minds and manners, which perfecuting 
| Times much reftrained. 
|. Ll would have fuch men Bifhops , asare moft 
Worthy of thofe incouragements , and beft: able 
[to ufe them : ifat any ume my judgement of 
men failed, my good intention made my errour 
| veniall: and fome Bifhops, I am fure I had, 
| Whofe learning, gravity , and piety, no men of 
| any worth or forehead can deny: But, of all men, 
,1 would have Church-men , efpecially the Go- 
vernours , to be redeemed from that vulgar nz- 
| gle& ; which ( befides an innate principle of vi- 
itious oppofition, which is in all men againft thofe 
|that feem to reprove, or zeftrain chem ) will ne- 
ceffarily follow both the Presbyterian parity , 
| Which makes all Miniflers equall ; and the Inde- 
| pendent infertority, which fets their Paftours be- 
| low the People, 
| Thisfor my judgement touching Epifcopacy, 
| wherein (God knows)I do not gratifie any. de- 
| igne or paísion with the leaft perverting of Truth 
And now I appeal to God above , and all che 
L3 Chri* 
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Chriftian world, whether it be juft for Subje&s; 
ot pious for Chriftians, by violence, and infinite 
indignities, with fervile reftraints to feek to force 
Me their K IN G and Sovereigne, as fome men 
have endeavoured to do, againft all thefe grounds 
of my Judgement, to confentto their weak and. 
divided nov clties. 

The greateft pretender of them defires not 
more then Fdo, That che Church. fhould be go- 
verned, as Chrift hath appointed, in crue Reafon, 
and in Scripture; of which, I could never fee any 
probable fhew for any other wayes : who either 
content themíelves with the examples of fome 
Churches in their infancy and folitude,when onc 
Presbyter might ferve one. Congregation in a 
Citie or Countrey, or elfe they denie thefe moft 
evident Trutbs, That the Apoftles were Bifhops 
over thofe Presbyters they ordained, as wellas 
over the Churches they planted; and that Go- 
vernment being neceffary for che Churches wel- 
being, when multiplied and fociated , muft alfo 
neceffarily defcend from the Apoflles to others, 
after the example of that power and füperiority, 
they had above others; which could not end with 
their perfons, fince the ufe and end of füch Go. 
vernment ftill continue, | 

Ic i5 mioft fure, that the pureft Primitive and 
bcft Churches flourifhed under Epifcopacy; and 
may fo ftill, if ignorance, fuperflition , avarice, 
| | revenge, 
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| revenge, ang) other. diforderly, and difloyall pat 
| fions had: not fo blown up fome mens minds 
1 againft it, that what they want of Reafons or 
| Primitive Patterns,they fupply with violence and 
 oppreísion; wherein fome mens zealfor Bifhops 
| Lands, Houfes, and Revenues hath fet them. on 
| Wotk to eat up Epiícopacy : which ( however 
other men efteem) to Meis no leíIe finne, then 
Sacriledge, or a robbery of G O D, ( the giver 
of all we have ) of that portion. which devout 
minds have thankfully given again to: him, in 
givingit to his Church and Prophets ; through 
Whole hands he gracioufly accepts even a. cup of 
cold water, asa libation offered to himfelt. 

Furthermore, as to My particular engagement 
above other men, by an Oath agreeable to My 
judgement , Lam folemnly obliged to prefetve 
that Government, and the rights of the Church. 

Were I convinced of the unlawfulnelfe of the 
Function as Antichristian, ( which fome men 
boldly, but weakly calumniate) I could foon, 
with judgement, break that Oath, which errone- 
oufly was taken by Me. 

But being daily by the beft difquifition of 
truth, more confirmed in the Reafon and Religi- 
.on of that,to which Iam fworn ;; How canany 
man that wifheth noc my damnation, períwade 
! Me at once to fo notorious and combined fins, of 
facriledge and perjury? befides the many perlon il 
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Injuftices I muft do to many worthy men, who 
are as legally invefted in their eflates, as any who 
feek to deprive them; and they have by no Law 
been convicted of thofe crimes , which might 
toríei: their eftates and livelihoods. 

I have oft. wondred, how men pretending to 
tenaernefle of Conícience and Reformation, can 
it once tell Me,that my Coronation Oath binds 
Me to confent to whatloever they fhall propound 
to Me, ( which they urge with fuch violence ) 
though contrary to all that. Rationall and Religi- 
ous treedome, which every man ought to pre- 
Íerve, and of which they feem fo tender in their 
own Votes; yet at the fame time thefe men will 


Ls mun] 


think. my Self juftly obliged , both to God and 
Man. 

Yetupon this Rack chiefly have I been held fo 
iong, by fome mens ambitious Covetoufneffe, 
and 
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Land facrilegious Crueltie ; torturing. (with Me) 
I both Church and State, in Civil ditfentions, till I 
Hfhall be forced to confent and declare that 1 do 
fapprove , what (God knows) I utterly diflike, 

and in my Soul abhorre, as many. wayes highly 
fagainft Reafon, Tusticejand Religion; and where- 
Ito if I fhould fhamefully , and difhonourably 
Igive my confent, yet fhould I not by fo doing, 
Matishe the divided Interests and Opinions of 
Ithofe Parties, which contend with each other, as 
[well as both againft Me and Epifcopacie. 

Nor can my late condeícending to the Scot; 
lin point of Church-zovernment , be rightly ob- 
ljected againft Me, as an inducement for Me, to 
Iconfent to the like in my other Kingdoms , For 


lit fhould. be confidered that Epifcopacie was not - 


ffo rooted and fetdled there , as tis here; nor I (in 
that refpect) fo flriétly bound to continue it in 
:hat Kingdome,as in chis; for what I think in my 
judgement beft , I may not think fo abfolutely 
neceffary for all places, and at all times. 

If any fhall impute my yielding to them , as 
iy failing and finne, I can eafily acknowledge it; 
put that is no argumentto do lo again , or much 
worle,Ibeing now more convinced in that point: 
aor indeed hath my yielding to them been fo 
happie and fucceffefull, asto incourage Me to 
"rant the like to others. 
| Did Ifee any thing more of Chrift, as to 

Meek- 


, 
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Meckneffe, Juftice Order, Charitie, and Loyaltie, 
in thofe that pretend to other modes of Govern» 
ment, l might fufpe& my judgement to be biaf- 
fed, or foreftalled. with fome prejudice and 
wontedneffe of. opinion ; but I have hitherto fo 
much. caufe to. füfpe& the contrary in the. man- 
ners of many ot thofe men, that I cannot from 
them gain the leaft reputation for their new waies 
of Government. 

Nor can I find that in any Reformed Churches 
(whofe patterns. are. fo cried up , and obtruded 
upon the Churches under my Dominion) that 
either Learning, or Religion, works of pietie or 
Charitie, have fo flourifhed beyond what they 
have donein my Kingdoms (by Gods bleísing) 
which might make Me believe either Presbytery, 
or Independence have a more benigne influence 
upon the Church and mens hearts and lives, then 
Epifcopacie in its right conftitutton. 

Theabufes of which, deferve to be extirpated, 
as much as the ufe retained , for I think 1t farre 
better to hold to primitive and uniform Antiqui 
tie, then to complie with divided noveltie. 

A right Epifcopacie would at once fatisfie all 
juft defires and interefts of good Bifhops, hum- 
ble Presbyters , and fober People; fo as Church 
affairs (hould be managed,neither with Tyranny, 
paritie, nor populatitie ; neither Bifhops cjected, 


not Presbyters defpifed, nor People opprelfed. 
And 


| 


And in this integrity both of my Judgement 
and Conícience, I hope God will prelerve Me. 


For thou,O Lord Knoveft my uprightne[fe, and tender- 
nefse, as thou baf?. fet Me to bea. Defender of the Faitb, 
and a (Protectour of tby Church, fo. [uffer Me not by any 
Violence, to be overborn again my Confcience. 

Arife, 0. Lord, maintain thine own caufe, let uot thy 
Churcb be deformed.as to that Governmentwbich derived 
from thy Apoflles, batb been vetained in pureft and primi- 

| tive times , till the Qevenues of the Church. became. the 
| object of. feculae envy ; which. feeks to vob. it of all the 
incouragenients of. Learning and f eligian. 
. Make Me, as tbe good Samaritane, compafsionate, and 
- belpfull to tby afflicled Church ; which. fome men bave 
wounded and robbed; otbers pa[[e by without regard either 
to pity, or relieve. 
4s my parer is jrom Thee fo give me grace to Wife it for 
Thee. 
4nd though I am mot fuffered to ba Mafler of my otber 
(Rights asa. KiNG , yet preferve Me in tat liberty of 


(Reafon , love of Religion , and. thy. Churches Yelfare, , 


| Which are fixed in my Confcience as a ChrifHian. 
(Preferve- from. facrilegious invafions, thofe temporali 
ble/simes , wbicb. tby. providence bath beffo wed on tby 

- Churcb, for thy glory. 

Forgive thew [is and errours , bo baye deferved tby 
juf? permi/sion, tbus to let in the wild fBoay, and fubtill 
| Foxes,to wafle and deform tby Vineyard which thy right 

hand 
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band bath planted and tbe de of FHeayen fo long Wwatered 
to a bappy and flourifbing efFate. | 

O let Me not bear the infamous brand to all.Po[lerity; 
of being the. fir[!. Chriflian KiNG in. this Kingdome, 
wbo. fhould confent to tbe opprefsion of. thy Church, and 
the Fatbers of it, whofe errours Iwould rather ; witb 
Constantine , cover witb. filence, and reform With 
meekne[fe; then. expofe their. perjons, and facred. Funtti- 
ons, to vulgar contempt. 

Thou, O Lord , feeft bow much 1 bave fuffered witb, 
and. for thy Church; make no long tarryimg, 0 my God, 
to deliver botb Me, and it, from unreafonable men, wbofe 
counfells bave brought. fortb and continue fuch. violent 
conf'ufions,, by a precipitant. deshroying the ancient boun- 
daries of thy Churcbes peace, thereby letting in all manner 
of errours, [chi[mes, and diforders. 

O tbou God of order and of trutbjin tby good time,abate 
the inalice,affwage tbe rage and confound all the mifchie- 
vous devices of thine, mine, and thy Churches enemies. 

"That L, and all tbat love thy Churcb, may fig praifes 
to "Thee, and ever magnifie tby falvation, even before tbe 
 fonnes of men. 


1:8. 'Üpon V xbridge-4 reatié, and otber 
offers made by tbe King. 


T Look upon the way of Treaties , asa retiring 
from fighting like Beafls, to arguing like Men; 
whofe ftrength fhould be more in their under- 


(tandings, then in thetr Jimbs. And 


Sa 
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And though I could feldome get opportunities 
to treat, yet I never wanted either defire or difpofi- 
| tontoit; having greater confidence of my Rea- 
| fonyhen my Sword: I was fo wholly refolved to 
yield to the firft , that I thought neither my Self, 
nor others fhould need to ufe the fecond, if once 
we tightly understood each other. 

Nor did I ever think ita diminution of Me, 
to: prevent them-with expreffes of my defires, 
and even importunities to Treat : It being an 
office, not onely of humanitie, rather to ufe Rea- 


fon, then force; but alfo of Chriftianitie, to. feck 


peace and pur[ue it. 

As I was very unwillingly compelled to defend 
my Self with Arms, foI very willingly embraced 

| any thing tending to Peace. 

The events of all Warre by the Sword being 
very dubious , and ofa Civil Warre uncomfor- 
table; the end hardly recompencing , and late re- 

| pairing the miíchief ofthe means, 
Nor did any fucceffe I had,ever enhaunce with 
, Me the price of Peace , as earneflly defired by 
| Meas any man; though I was like to pay dearer 
for it then any man : All that I fought to referve 
was, Mine Honour, and My Confcience; the one 
I could not part withas à Kixc , the other as a 
| Chriflian. 
| The Treatie at Wlxbridre gave the faireft hopes 
| of an happy compofure;had others applied thea. 
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fclves to it with the fame moderation as I did, 1 
am confident the Warre had then ended. 

I was willingto condefcend , as farre as Rea- 
fon, Honour, and Confcience would give Me 
leave , nor were the remaining differences fo ef- 
fentiallto my Peoples happinefle, or of fuch con- 
fequence, as in the leaft*kind to have hindered 
my Subjeéts either fecuritie or profperitie;for hey 
better enjoyed both many years, before cver 
thofe demands were made , fome of which to 
denie, I think the greateft Juftice to my Self, and 
favour to my Subjcés. 

[ fee, Jealoufies are not fo eafily allayed, as 
they are raifed: Some men are more afraid to re- 
creat from violent Engagements, then to Engage: 
what is wantingin equitie, muft be made up 
in pertinacie. Such as had little to enjoy in peace, 
or to lole in warre, ftudied to render the very 
name of Ceace odious and füfpected. 


In Church affairs, where I had leaft libertie of 
prudence , having fo many ftri&tties of Confci- 


ence upon Me ; yet I was willing to condefcend 


fo farre to the fettling of them, as might have gi- 


ven fair fatisfaction to all men,whom fa&tion co. 
vetoufnes, or fuperftition had not engaged more, 
then any true zeal,charity orlove of Reformation. 

I was content to yieid to all that might feem 
to advance true piede, I onely fought to con- 
ünue what was neceflary in point of Order , 


Main- 
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| Maintenance and Authoritie to the Churches 
| Government ; and what I am perfwaded (as 1 
| have elfewhere fet down My thoughts more fal- 
ly ) is moft agreeable to the true Principles of 
| all Government, raifed to its full ftature and per- | 
| Íc&tion , as alío to the primitive Apoftolicall pat- || 
; tern , and the practiceef the Univerfall Church 
! conform thereto. " 
|». from which wholly to recede, withoutany T 
| probable reafon urged or anfwered , onely to (a- 
| tisfie fome mens wills and fantafies ( which yet 
| agree not among themfíelves in any point, but !| 
that of extirpating Epifcopacie, and fighting B 
againft Me) muft needs argue fuch a. foftneffe m 
and infirmitic of mind in Me, as will rather part 
| With Gods Truth, then Mans Peace , and rather | 
efe the Churches honour, then croffe fome | 
mens Factious humours, 
God knows, and time will difcover, who 
Were moft too blame for the unfücceffefulneffe 
'of that Treatie , and who muft bear the guilt of 
after-calamities : I believe , I am very excufable 
;both before God, and all unpafsionate men, who 
have lerioufly weighed thofe tranfactions, where- 
in I endeavoured no leffe the reftsaration. of 
| Peace to my people, then the prefervation of my : 
; own Crowns to my Polterity. | | 
|. Some men have that height, as to Interpret | 
Jall fair condefcendings, as Arguments of fecble- | 


ncíle, 
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neffe , and glory moft in an unflexible ftiffneffe, 
when they fee others moft fapple and inclinable ^ 
to them. im 

A grand Maxime with them was, alwayesto | 
ask fomething which in reafon and honour. 
muft be denied , that they might have fome co- 
lourto refufe all that was'in other things granted; | 
fetting Peace at as high a rate, as the worlt effects 
of warre; endeavouring firft to make Me deftroy | 
my Self by difhonourable Concefsions , that fo 
they might have the leffe to do. 

"This was all which that Treatie, orany othet 
produced, to let the world fee, how little I would 
deny, orthey grantjin order to the Publick peace. 

That it gave occafion to fome mens further 
:eftiveneffe , is imputable to their own depraved | 
tempers , not to any Concefsions: or Negations | 
of mine: I have alwayes the content of what 
I offered, and they the regret, and blame for what | 
they refufed. 

The higheft tide of fucceffe fet Me not above 
a Treatie, northe loweft ebbe below a Fight | 
Though I never thought it any figne of true va- 
lour, to be prodigall of mens lives, rather then 

to be drawn to produce our own reafons, or fub: 
fcribe to other mens. | 
That which made Me for the moft part. pre: 
fage the unfucceffefulneffe of any lreate, Was, | 
fome mens unwiilingnes to Treat which implied 
iome 
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fome things wereto be gained by the Sword, 
whofe unrealonableneífe they were lothto have 
| fairly fcanned, being more proper to be a&ed by 
| Souldiers, then by Counfellours. 


I pray God forgive them that. were guilty of 


P that Treacies breaking , and givethem grace to 
| make their advantages gotten by the Sword, a 
J better opportunity to ufe füch moderation as was 
| then wantingsthat lo, though Peace were for oui 
| finnes juftly deferred, yecat laft it may be happi- 
ly obtaind ; what we could not get by our Tea. 
ties , we may gain by our Prayers. 


O Thou, that art the God of. Reafon, and of Peace, 

Y»bo difdainese not to treat with Sinners , preventing 
| tbem With offers of. attonement, and befeeching tbem to 
]| bereconciled with. thy. [elf : obo wantest not Power, or 
| gfu[Hice to deflroy them; yet aboundest in Mycy to fave ; 
| foften our bearts by tbe bloud of. our Redeemer, an4 per- 
| f'vade us to accept of. (Peace witb thy Self, and. both. to 
| procure and preferve peace among our felves, as Min and 
| Chriflians :. Ely oft bave I intreated for Peace! but 
| o»ben I [peak thereof, they make them ready to Warre, 
|. Condemne us not to our pa[sious wbicb are destructive, 
| Dotbof our felves, and of otbers, 
|. Clear up our under[Tandings, to fee thy "Trutb, both in 
| veafon, as Men; and in Religion, as (brislians: and en- 
| cline all our bearts to bold tbe wiityof tbe Spirit , in tbe 
| boudof Peace, 
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Take from us that enmitie which is now in our bearts 
7 s » 2 y " ] 
againsb T hees: and give us that Charity which fbould be 
among our felves. 
(Remove the evils of Warre we Dave deferved, and be: 
flo upon &s that. (Peace, which onely Chrift. our great 
(Peacemaker can merit, | 


19. "pon tbe various events of tbe Warre; 
V'itlories and «Defeats. 


d He various Succeffes of this unhappy War, 
have at leaft, afforded Me variety of good 
Meditations : Íometimes God was pleafed to try 
Me with Victory, by worfting mine enemies, 
that I might know how with moderation and 
thanks to own,& ufe his power, who is onely the 
true Lord of Fioffs able when he pleafes to repreffe 
the confidence of thofe, that fought againft Me , 
With fo great advantages for power and number. 

From fmall beginnings on my part, helet Me 
fee that I was not wholly forfaken by my peoples 
love, or his prote&ion. 

Other times God was pleafed to exercife my 
patience, and teach Me nor to truft in thearm of 
Flefh, but in the living God. | 

My lins fometimes prevailed againft the ju- 
fice of my Caufe; and thofe that were. with 
ic wanted not matter and. occafion for his juft 
-hzftifement both of them and Me: Nor were 
ay 


ET Eie Bacouw. 162 
my enemies leffe punifhed by that profperiry, 
| Which hardened them to continue that. injuftice 
|! by open hoft ility,which was begun by moft rio- 

3 tous and unparliamentary Tumults, 

There is no doubt but perfonall and private 
finnes, may oft-times over-balancethe [uflice of 
Publck engagements; nor doth God account eve- 

| ty gallant man (in the words efteem ) a fit infra. 
, ment, to affert in the way of Warre, a righteous 
Cauíc: The more men are prone to arrógate to 
? their own skill,valour,and ftrength, the letfe doth 
God ordinarily work by them for his own glory. 
Tam fure the event or fücceffe can. never ftate 
; the Jufticeof any Caufe, nor the peace of. mens 
| Coníciences, nor the eternal fate of their Souls. 
|. Thofe with Me had (Ithink) clearly and un- 
| doubtedly, for their Juftification, the Word of 
"God, & the Laws ofthe Land,together with their 
own Oaths; all requiring obedience to my juft 
Commands; but to none other under Heaven 
Without Me, or againft Me, in the point of rai- 
fing Arms, 
T'hofe on the other fide ate forced to flie to che 
| fhifts of fome pretended Fears, and wild funda- 
mentals of State (as they call them ) which a&aal- 
ly overthrow the prefent fabrick, both of Church 
;and State; being fuch imaginary Reafons for fel£z 
dcfence, as are moft impertinent for thofe men co 
alledge, who being my Subjeéts, were manifeftiy 
| M 2 taz 
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the firft affaulters of Me and the Laws : firft by 
unfupprefsed Tumults , after by lifted Forces ; 
The ame Allegations they ufe, will fit any Facti- 
on that hath but power and confidence enough, 
r f; ; 


Tr 
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gainft the prefent Laws and Governours ; which 
can never be füchas fome fide or other will not 
| 5 


U 


rormation of them, to a Kebellion against them, 
ome parafitick Prexchers have dared to call chofe 
Martyrs, who died fighting against Me,the Laws, 
their Oaths, and the Religion establifhed. 

But fober Christians know , That glorious 
Tide, can with Truth be applyed onely to thofe, 
Who üncerely preferred Gods Truth, and their 
duty in all thefe particulars, before their lives, and 
all that was dear to them in this world ; who ha. 
ving no advantageous defigns by any Innovati- 
on, wete religioully fenfible of thofe ties to God; 
the Church, and my Self, which lay upon their 
fouls, both for obedience and just afsistance. 

God could, and I doubt not but he did through 
nis mercy, crown many of them with eternall 
ie, whofe lives were loft in fojuft acaufe: The 
dcftruction of their bodies being fan&tified, as a 
means tofavetheirfouls. ^ — ^ T . 

Their wounds and temporall ruine ferying ag 
a gracious opportunity for their eternall health 
aud happinelle; while the evident approàch of 


death 


5nd fault with, fo as to urge what they call a Re- | 


d 
| 
| 
| 


| 


fecond with the Sword all their demands, a* | 


N 
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death did, through Gods grace,effe&tually difpofe 
their hearts co füch Humilitie, Faith, and Repen. 
tance, which together with the Rectitude o£ theic 
prefent engagement , would fully prepare them 
for a better life then that, which their enemies 
brutifh and difloyall fierceneffe. could deprive 


them of. or without repentance hope to enjoy. 
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They have often indeed, had the better againft 


my fide in the Field; but never, I believe, at the 
Bat of Gods T'ribunall, or their own Confcien- 
ces ; Where they are more afraid to encounter 
thoíe many pregnant Reafons, both from Law, 
Allegianceand all true Chriftian grounds, which 
conflict with, and accufe them in their own 
thoughts, hen they oft were in a defperate brave- 
ry to fight againft thofe Forces, which fometimes 
God gave Mc. 

Whofe condition conquered and dying,I make 
no queftion, but is infiaitely more to be chofen 
by a fober man, (that duly values his duty, his 
Íonl, and eternity, beyond the enjoyments of this 
prcíent life) then the moft triumphant. glory, 
Wherein their and mine enemies fupetvive ; who 
can hardly avoid to be daily tormented by. that 
horrid guilt, wherewith their [ufpicious, or now 
convicted Coníciences do purfue them, efpecial- 
ly fince they and allthe vrorld have feen, how 
|falfe and unintended thofe pretenfions were, 
| Which they firft fet forth , asthe onely plauible 
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( though not juftifiable ) grounds of raifing a 
Warre, and continuing it thus long againft Me, 
and the Laws eftablifhed, in whofe íafetie and 
prefervation all honeft men think the welfare of 
their Countrey doth confift, 

For, and with all which, it is farre more ho2 
nourable and comfortable to fuffer, then to pro: 
Íper in their ruine and fübverfion. 

I have often prayed, that all on tiny fide might 

joyn true pietie, with the fenfe of their Loyaltie; 
and beas faithfullto God and their own fouls, as 
they were co Me. That the defe&ts of the one, 
might not blaft the endeavours of the other. 
Yet lcannot think, that any fhews, or truth 
of piety on the other fide , were fufficient to di- 
Ipence with, or expiate the defects of their Dutie 
and Loyaltie to Me, which have fo pregnant con- 
viclions on mens. Confciences, that even profa- 
ner men are moved by the fenfe of them, to ven- 
ture their lives for Me. 

I never had any victory which was without 
my Íorrow, becaufe it was on mine own Sub. 
Jects, who like Ab/olom, died many of them in 
their fin:and yet I never fuffered any defeat; which 
made Me defpair of Gods mercy and defence. 

| never defired fuch Vi&ories, as might ferve to 
conquer,but onely restore che Laws and Libetties 
of my people; which I faw were extremely op- 
preffed, together. with my Rights, by thofe men 
Who were impatient ofany jult reftraint. — When 
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When Providence gave Me, or denied Me Vi- 
&ory, my defire was neitherto boaft of my pow- 
er, norto charge God foolifhly; who I believed 
at laft would make all things to work together 
for my good. 

I wifhed no greater advantages by the Warre, 
then to bring my enemies to moderation and my 
friends to peace. | 

[ was afraid of the temptation of an abfolute 
conqueft, and never prayed more for victory o- 
ver others , then over my Self. When the fitft 
was denied, the fecond was granted Me, which 
God faw beft for Me. 

The different events were but the methods of 
Divine Juftice, by contrary winds to winow us : 
That, by punifhing our finnes, he might purge 
them from us; and by defexring peace, he might 
prepare us more to prize, and better to uleío 
great a blefsing. 

My often Meffages for Peace, fhewed that 1 
delighted not in Watre: as my former. Concefsi- 
ons füfficienty teftified , how willingly I would 
have prevented it; and my totall unpreparednetle 
for it, how little I in:zended it 

The confcience of my innocency forbad Me to 
fear a War; but thelove of my Kingdoms com- 
rnanded Me (if pofiible) to avoid it, | 

[am guilty in this Warre of. nothing, but this, 
That I gave fuüch advantages to forme men, by 
y "utc uM A. con- 
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confirming their power , which they knew not 
to ule with that modefty and gratitude, which 
bccame their Loyalue and my confidence. 

Had I yiclded leffe, I had been oppofed leffe; 
bzdl denied more, I had been more obeyed. 

lisnow too lateto review the occafions of 
the War : Iw fh onely a happy conclufion , of 
fo unhappy beginnings: The inevitable fate of 
out finnes was ( no doubt) íuch, as would no 
longer fuffer the Divine Tuftice to be quiet; we ha- 
ving conquered his patience, are condemned by 
mutuall conquerings, to deftroy one another: fox 
the moft profperous fucceffes on either fide, im- 
pair the weltare ofthe whole. 

Thofe V ictories are fill miferable , that leave 
our finnes unfubdued ; flufhing our pride, and 


^^ 


animating to continue injuries, 

Peace 1t Íelf is not. defirable , cill repentance 
have prepared us for it, 

When we fight more againft our felves, and 
lefie againft God, we fhall ceafe fighting againft 
one another : 1 pray God thefe may all meet in 
our hearts, and fo difpofe us to an bappy conclu- 
fion of thefe Civil Warres, chat I may know bet- 
ter to obey God, and govern my Pcople, and they 
&nay learn better to obcy both God and Me. 

Nor dol defire any man fhould be further 
fubjcct to Me, then all of us may be fubje&tto 
God. 


Q 
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| | O my God , make Me content to be overcome when 
| tbou Wwilt bave it. fo. 

Teach Me tbe noblesk victory over my Self, and my 
| Enemies by. patience ; which was Chrifls. conquefl , and 
| tay !oell become a Chriflian King. 

Between botb tby bands, the riebt fometimes fupport- 
| ing, and tbe left. affli&king ; fafbion usto that. frame of 
| ptety bou likef? beff. | 

Foreiye the pride tbat attends our pro[perous, and tbe 
 repininos Ybicb follom our difaslrous events ; when going 
forth in our Yn. flrengtb, thou witbdrawe[l tbine , and 

goe[t not fortb with our Aymies. 

Be thou all, "ben we. are fometbing , and wben we 
are nothing; tbat tbou maye[t baye tbe slory , when we 
are in a coitorious, or iuglorious condition. 

Thou, O Lord, knoYweft, bow bard it is for Me, to fuf- 
| fer fo mucb evil from my Subjecls , to whom I intend no- 

thing but good s and. I cannot but. [uffer. in tbofe evils 
which they compell Me to infli£k upon them , puni[bing 
My Self. in their punifbments. 

Since therefore both. in. conquering , and. being con- 

| quered, lam [Hl a Sufferers I be[eech thee togive Mea 
double portion of thy Spirit , and tbat meafure of race, 
which onely can be. [uf ficient. for Me. 

As Lam mofl af Hicled, [o make Me moft veformed: that 
|I may be not onely bappy to fee an end of tbefe civil di- 
| ffraékions, but a chief. Inflrument to veftore and eflablifh 
«4 firm, and bleffed Peace to my Kingdoms. 

Stir upin all Parties pious ambitions to evercome "d 
ether 
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other "ith veafon, moderation , and [ucb felf-deniall, as 
becomes thofe , who confider , that our mutuall divifions 
are our common diflrattions, and tbe Mnion of all is eve- 
yy good mans chiefeft intevet. 

If, 0 Lord, as for tbe finnes of our peace, thou. baft 
brought upon. ws tbe miferies of warre; fo for tbe finnes 
of warre, thou f(bould]? ee fit Bl to denie us the blefsing 
of peace , and [o to keep us tn a circulation of mifertes; 
yet give Me tby Servant, and all Loyall, tbougb afflitted 
Subje£Es, to enjoy that. peace, which tbe "world can neitber 
give to us, nor take from us. 

Impute not to Me the bleud of my Subjects which with 
infinite umpillingneffe and grief , batb been [bed by Mein 
py Ju5E and necefJary defence 5 but wa[b Me witb tbat 
precious: bloud, whicb batb been [bed for Me, by my great 
(Peace-maker, Tefus Chrift. W'bo will, Ptruft , redeem 
Me fbortly out of all my troubles: For , I know, the trt« 
umphing of. the Wicked is but [hort , and tbe joy of. Hy» 


e * f 
pocrites 15 but. for a moment. 


20. l/pon tbe "Reformations of tbe Times. 


T O Glorie is more to be envied chen that, 
of due Reforming either Church or State, 
when deformities are fuüch, that che perturbation 
and noveltic are not like to exceed the benefit of 
Reforming. 
Although God fhould not honour Me fo 
farre , as to make Mean. Inftrument of fo good 
à 
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a work , yet I fhould be glad to fee ic done 

As I was well pleafed with this Parliaments 
firft intentions to reform whatthe Indulgence of 
Times, and corruptions of manners might have 
| "depraved; fo Iam forry to fee;after che freedome of 
Parliament was by factious Tumults oppreffed, 
how little regard was had to the good Laws efta- 
blifhed;and the Religion fettled, which ought to 
be the firft rale and ftandard of reforming: with 
how much partialitie , and popular compliance 
the paísions and opinions of men have bcen gra- 
tified , to the detriment of the Publick , and the 
infinite fcandall of the Reformed Religion. 

What diffolutions of all Order and Goverá- 
ment in the Church; what novelties of Schifmes, 
and corrupt opinions; what undecencies and 
confufions in facred adminiftrations; what facri- 
legious invafions upon the Rights and Revenues 
of the Church ; what contempt and oppreísions 
of the Clergie; what injurious diminutions and 
perfecutings of Me, have followed ( as fhowers 
do warm gleams) the talk of Reformation, all fo- 
ber men are Witnefles, and with my Self fad 
Speótatours hitherto. 

The great miícarriage, I think, is, that popular 
clamours and fury , have been allowed the repu- 
tation of zealand the publick fenfe,fo thatthe ftu- 
dy to pleaíe fome Parties hath indeed injured all. 

Freedome , moderadon, and PgeMliticat 
ure 
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füre the beft tempers of rcforming Councels, and 
endeavours * what is acted by Factions, cannot 
but offend more then it pleafeth. | 

! have offered to put all differences in Church 
afFurs and Religion, to the free coníultation of a 
Synod, or Convocation rightly chofen ; the re- 
fiks of whore Counfels, as they would have in- 
cluded the Votes of all, fo it's like they would 
h2vc given rooft fatisfaction to all. 

t'be Affzmby of Divines,whom the two Hou: 
Íes have applied (inan unwonted way) to advife 
ot Church affairs, I diflike not further, then that 
they are no: legally convened and chofen; nor 
actin the name of all the Clergie of England ; nor 
with freedome and imparualiie can do any 
thing, being iümited and confined , if not over- 
awe, to do and declare what they do. 

Fori cannot think fo many men cried up fot 
leatning and pietie, who formerly allowed the 
Liturgie and Government of the Church of Zn- 
Aland, as to the main, would have fo fuddenly a- 
greed quite to abolifh both of them ( thelaft of 
Which, they knew to be of Apoftolicall inflituti- 
on, at leaft , as of Primitive and Univerfall pra- 
ice) if they had been left to the libertie ot their 
own fuffrages, and if the influence of contrary Fa. 
tions had not by fecret encrochments of. hopes; 
and fears, prevailed upon them, to complie w.th 
Ío great and dangerous Innovations in the 
Courch, 
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Church; without any regard to their own former 
judgement and pra&tice , or to the common in- 
tereft and honour of all the Clergie , :nd i: them 
of Order, Learning, and Religion; acainft. ex- 
amples of all ancient Churches, the Laws in 
force, and my confent; which is never to bc gain- 
ed , againft fo pregnant light , as in that poiat 
Íhines on my underftanding. | 

For I conceive, that where the Scripture is not 
fo clear and punctuall in precepts , there the con- 
.. flant and Univerfall practice of the Church , in 

things not contrary to Reafon, Faith, good Min- 
ners, orany pofitive Command , is the beft Rule 
that Chriftians can follow. 

I was willing to grant , or reftore to Presby- 
terie, what with Reaíon or Diícretion it can 
E to, in aconjuncture with Epifcopacie; 
but for that wholly to invade che Power , and 
by the Sword to arrogate , and quite abrogate 
the Authoritie of that ancient Order, I thiak nei. 
ther juft, asto Epifcopacie, nor afe for Presby- 
terie;nor yetany Way convenient for this Church 
or State. 

A due Reformation had eafily followed mo- 
derate Counfels ; and. füch (I bciieve) as would 
have given more content , cven to the moft of 
thofe Divines, who have been led on with much 
Gravitie and Formalitie, to carrie on other mens 
defignes: which no doubt many of them by this 
time 
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time difcover, though they dare not but fmother 
their fruftrations and diícontents. : 

The ípecious and popular titles of Chrifts 
Government, Throne, Sceptre, and Kingdome; 
(which certainly is not divided, nor hath two fa- 
ces, as their parties now have, at leaft) as alfo the 
noife of a through-Reformation , thefe may as 
eafils be fixed on new models , as fair colours 
may be put toill.favoured figures. 

The breaking of Church windows; which 
Time had fufficiently defaced ; pulling down of 
Croffes , which were but Civil , not Religious 
marks; defacing of the Monuments, and Inícri- 
prions of the Dead, which ferved but to put Po- 
fleritie in mind , to thank God , for that clearer 
light wherein they live: The leaving of all Mi. 
nifters to their liberties, and private abilities , in 
the Publick fervice of God, where no Chriftian 
can tell to what he may fay, meu, nor what ad- 
venture he may make, of feeming , at leaft , to 
confent to the Errours, Blafphemies, and ridicu- 
lous Uindecencies, which bold and ignorant men 
lift to vent in their Prayers, Preaching, and other 
Ofhces. T hefetting forth alfo of old Catechifmes, 
and Confeísions of Faith new dreft, importing aS - 
muchas if there had been no found or clear Do-- 
&rine of Faith in this Church, before fome foure | 
or five years confulation had matured their 
thoughts, touching their firft Principles of Reli- 
gon. All 
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Allthefe , and the like arethe effects of popu. 
lar, fpecious, and deceitfull Reformations , (that 
they might not Íeem to have nothing to do) and 
| may give fome íhort flafhes of content to the 
vulgar, ( who are taken with novelties, as chil. 
 dren with babies, very much, but not very long.) 
But all this amounts not to , nor can in [uftice 
merit the glorie of the Churches through.R cfor- 
mation ; fince they leave all things more defor- 
.med,diforderly,and difcontented then when they 
began, in point of Pictie , Moralitie, Charitie, 
and good Order. 

Nor can they eafily recompenfe or remedie the 
inconveniences and mifchiefs , which they have 
purchafed fo dearly,and which have and ever will 

 neceffarily eníue, till due remedies be applied. 

I wifh they would at aft, make it their Una- 
nimous work , to do Gods work , and not their 
own, Had Religion been firft confidered ( as 

it merited) much trouble might have been pre- 
vented, 

But fome men thought , that the Government 
of this Church and State,fixed by fo many Laws 
andlong Cuftomes, would not run into their 
new moulds, till they had firft melted it in the 
fire of Civil Warre; by the advantages of which 
they refolved , if they prevailed, to make my 
Self and all my Subjects fall down, and wor- 
fhip the Images they fhould form and fct up : 1£ 


there 
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there had been as much of Chrifls Spirit, for 
meekneffe, wifdome, and charitie in mens 
hearts, as there was of his name ufed in the pre- 
tenfions, to reform all to Chrifts Rule; it would 
certainly have obtained more of Gods blefsing, 
and produced more of Chrifls Glorie , the 
Churches good , the Honour of Religion , and | 
the linitie of Chriftians. 

Publick Reformers had need firft A& in pri- 
vate, and practife that on cheir own hearts, which 
they purpofe to trie on others; for Deformities 
within , will foon betray the Pretenders of pub. 
lick Reformation, to fuch private defignes as 
muft needs hinder the publick good. 

[am füre the right Methods of. Reforming the 
Church, cannot confift with that of. perturbing 
the Civil State; nor can Religion be juítly advan- 
ced by deprefsing Loyaltie , which is one of the 
chiefeft Ingredients, and Ornaments of true Reli 
gion: For,next to Fear Ged, is, Flonour tbe King. 

I doubt not but Chrifts Kingdome may be fet 
up, Without pulling down mine; nor will any 
men in impartiall times appear good Chriftians, 
that approve not themíelves good Subjects. 

Chrifts Government will confirm mine,not o- 
yerthrow it, fince as Down mine from Him, fol 
defire to rule for his glory, & his Churches good. 

Had fome men truly intended Chrifts Govern. | 
ment, or knew what it meant in their hearts, 


1 
they 
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they could never have be 


their words, and actions, boh againft Me, and 
one another, 


As good ends cannot juftifie evil means, fo 


177 
en Ío ill governed in 


nor will evil beginnings ever brin 
concluftons; unleffe God by a miracle of Mercie, 
create Light out of Darkneffe, order out o£. ou 
confuftons, and peace out of. our paísions, 


g forth good 


c 
" 


Thou, O Lord who onely canf? &lve us beauty foy a jfoes; 
and Trutb for FIypocrifie; Jufler. us not. to be miferably 
deluded With Pharifaicall YWa[hings; in fiead of. € brifüi- 
anreformings, — 

Our ereatefl deformities aye within, make us the feye- 
rej Cen[urers, and first veformeys of our own fols. 

That Ye may in clearne[fe of Judgement and upri ;eht- 
neJe of beart, be means to reform wbat is Imdeed ami[e 
in (.burch and State, | 

Create in us clean bearts, 0 Lord, ari renew. right 
| fpirits witbin us; that we may do all by tby dire£Eions, te 

Eby glory, and with tby ble[sing. 

Pitie tbe deformities , which Jamie ra(D and éruel (R e- 
formers. baye brought upon this Church. and State : 
Duench the fires which Fatligns baye Kindled, under. tbe 
| pretence of (Reforming. | 

As Thou baft [hewed the world by their divifaons, and 
conf uftons , Ybat is tle pravity of. fone. mens intentio , 
and Yeakte[fe of. their Judgements; fo brinz xs at laj 
| more refined ont of boe fires, by tbe metbods of Chri. 

N Adis 
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flan and charitable Reformations : wberein nothing of 
ambition, revenge, covetoufne[Je, or [acriledge, may bave 
my influence upon thew counfels, Wbom tby providence i& 
jefl and lawful wayes [ball entru[l witb fo great good and 
i0Y most nece[[ary work. That Land my People may be 
fo bleft wwitb inward piety as may be[I teach ws bow to ufe 
tbe blefsing. of. out:pard. peace. 


21. poi His Majeflies Letters, taken, and 


diy uil ed. 


^ Hetaking of my Letters was an opportuni: 
die, which, as the malice of mine enemies 
could hardly have expeéted ; fo they knew not 
how with honour and civility to ufeit : Nor do 
I think with fober and worthy minds, any thing 
inthem could tend fo much to my reproch as the 
odious divulging of them did tothe infamie of 
the Divulgers: The greateft experiments of vir« 
wie and Noblenefle,being difcovered in the great- 
cít advantages againft an enemie; and the. great: 
cft obligations being thofe which are put upon 
us by them, from whom we could leaft have ex- 
pected them. | 
And fuch I fhould have efteemed the conceal: 
ing of my papers : T'he freedome and fecrefie of. 
Which, commands a civility from all men, not 
wholly barbarous; nor is there any thing more 
inhumane; then to expofe them to publick view: 
Yet . 
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Yet fince Providence will have itfo, I am con- 
tent fo much of my heart ( which I ftudy to ap- 
proveto Gods omnifgience ) fhould be diícover- 
ed to the world; without any ofthofe drefles, or 
popular captatións ,. which fome men ue in 
their Speeches ànd Expreffes ; I. wifh my Sub- 
jects had yet à clearer fight into my moft reti- 
red thoughts :.— | | 
Where they might difcover; how they are divi 
ded between theloue and care L have, not morc 
to preferve my own Rights, then to procure their 
peace aud happineffe ;, and that extreme grief to 
lee them both deceived ànd deftroyed. | 
Norcan any mens malice be gratified further 
by my Letters, then to fee my conftancy to my 
Wife, the Laws, and Religion, Bees will gather 
honey where the Spider fücks poyfon. : 
That I endeavour to avoid the preffures of my 
Enemies, by all fair and juft correfpondencies, 
tio man can blame, who loves Me, or the Com- 
mon-wealth ; fince my Subjects can. hardly be 
happy if I be miferable, or enjoy their peace and 
liberties while I am opprefled; n AC 
. The world may fee how foon mens defigne; 
like Abfolomsjis by enormous actions co widen dif. 
ferences; and exafperate all fides to fuch diftan- 
ces, as may make all reconciliation defperate: Yet 
I thank God, I can no: onely with patiencé bear 
this, as other indigaides, bat wich Chartty for- 
| givethem: | NZ Thg 
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The integrity of my intentions is not jealous 
of any injury, my exprefsions can do them; for 
although the confidence of privacy may admit 
greater freedome in. writing fuch Letters, which 
may be liable to envious exceptions; yet theinno- 
cency of my chief purpofes cannot be fo ftain. 
ed, or mif-interpreted by them, as not to let all 
men fee, that I wifh nothing more then an happy 
compofüre of differences with [ufticeand Ho- 
nour, not more to mine own, then my peoples 
content, who have any fparks of Love or Loyal. 
te left in them: who by thofe my Letters may be 
convinced , that I can both mind and act mine 
own, and my Kingdoms affairs, Ío as becomes a 
Prince; which mine Enemies havealwayes been 
very loth fhould bebelieved of. Me, as if I were 
wholly confined to the Diétates and Directions 
of others, whom they pleaíe to brand with the 
names of evil Counfellours. 

Its probable fome nten wil now look upon Me 
as my own Counfellour, and having none elíe to 
quarrel with under that notion,they wil hereafter 
confine their anger to my Self: Although I know 
they are very unwilling ! fhould enjoy theliberty. 
of mineown Thoughts, or follow the light of | 
mine own Conícience, which they labour to | 
bring into an abfolute captivity to themfelves;not. | 
allowing tne to think their Counfels to be other | 
then good for Me, which have fo long maintain- | 
cd a War againft Me. The | 
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The Viétory they obtained that day, when my 
Letters became their prize, had been enough to 
have fatiated the moft ambitious thirft of popu. 
lar glory among the Vulgar; with whom profpe« 
rity gains the greateft eíleem and applaufe, as ad. 
verfity expofeth to their greateft flighting and dit- 
refpect: As if good fortune were alwayes the 
fhadow of Virtue and Juftice, and did not oft- 
ner attend vitious and injurious actions,as to this 
world. 

But I fee no fecular advantages feem füfhcient 
to that caufe, which began. with tumults, and 
depends chiefly upon the reputation with the 
vulgar. 

They think no Victories fo effe&uall to their 
defignes, as thofe chat raoft rout and. waíte my 
Credit with my People; in whole hearts they feek 
by all means to (mother and extinguifh all parks 
of Leve, Refpeét, and Loyaltie to Me, that they 
may never kindle again, fo as to recover mine, 
the Laws, and the Kingdoms Liberties, which 
fome men feek to overchrow. The taking away 
of my Credit, is buta neceífary preparation to 
the taking away of my Life, and my Kingdoms: 
Firft, I muít feem neither fit to Live, nor worthy 
to Reigne: By exquifite methods of cunning 
and cruelty, I muít be compelled, firft to follovv 
the Funerals of my Honour, and chen be deftroy- 
ed: But I knovv Gods uneriing and impara li 
N [uftice 
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Juftice can, and. will overrule the moft perverfe 
wills and defignes of inen: He is able, and (I 
hope ) willturn even the worft of mine Énemies 
thoughts and actions to my good. 

- Nor do Ethink, that by the furprize of. my 
.etters, I. have loft uj more then Ío many pa- 
pers: How much they have loft of that reputa. 
tion, for Cn vility an an LHS inity ( which ought 


2 
p is aid to all men, | Ali moft become s fuch as 


d to Reli igion) befides that of. Refpect and 
nour, which xp ow totheir K IN G, pre- 
A and after.timaes. will judge. And [ cannot 
think that their own c yfeidiises are fo ftupid, as 
to infli& upon them fome fecret imprefsions 
hat fhame and difhonour, which attends all 
unWwol thy actions, have they never Ío much of 
publick li attery, a ind popular countenance. 

| am fure they can never expe&t the Divine ap- 
Jn bation of fach indecent actions , if they do but 

emember how God bleft the niodelt refpe :& and . | 
&l iall tendernefle, which AN(oabs fonnes bare to 
to their Father; - nor did his open infirmity hs 
Chams impude ncie,o € xempti him from that curfe 
of being Serv. aut of Servants, which curíe muft 
needs be on them , who (eek by difhonouta- 
ble actions to pleafe the V ulgar , and confirm 
oy ] their dependence üpon the 
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excufable, or profperous , who thought by this 


means to expofe Me to the higheft i and 
contempt of my People; forgetting that duty of 
modeft concealment, which they owed to the 
Father of their Countrey, in cafe they had diíco- 
vered any. reall uncomelinefle; which , I thank 
God they did not; who can, and 1 believe hath 
made Me more refpe&ted in the. hearts of many 
( as he did David ) to whom they thought, by 
publifhing my private Letters, to have rendred 
Me as a vile Períon,not fit to be trufted or confi. 
dered under any notion of Majeftie, 


But thou, O Lord, wbofe wife and. al-difpofmg provi- 


dence , orderetb the greatofl contingencies of bumane af- 


fairs; make Me to [ee the confLancie of thy mercies to Me, 


in the ereate[t advantages tbou  feeme][L to give tbe malice 


ef my Enemies again Me. 


As thou did[l blast the counfel of Achitophel, tur- 
ing it t0 Davids good, and bis on. rue : [o canst tbou 
defeat their defign, yobo intended by publifhing my private 
Letters, nothing. elfe but to render Me more odious and 
contemptible to.ymy People. 

I must first appeal to by Camijctence, Ybo canst Wit- 
ncfse with my imteerity, bow unjust and. falfe thofe [can- 
dalous mifconstru£ions ave, ?hich wr) enemies endeavour 
by tbofe (Papers of min: to repre[ent to the W:orld. 

Make the evil they imagingd,, and difplea[ure they in- 
tended thereby against Me, fo to return on tbeiy on beads 
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that they may. be a[bamed, and covered with their. oin 


conf u[ton, as with. a cloak. | 

Thou [cef] bow mine Enemies u[e all means to cloud 
mie Flonour, Lo pervert my puspofes ? aud to Jlander the 
footfleps of. tbine Znointed. 

Jut cive Me an beart content to. be difbonoured. for 
thy fake, and thy Churches good. | 
* Fuxin Mea purpofe to bouour T bee, and. then I kuom 
thon Wilt bonour Me, | either by reftorine to Me the enjoy- 
ment of tbat (Poier and Majefly, which Thou baft Juf- 
fered [ome men to feek to deprive Me of or by beffooine 
on Me that crown of briflian patience pbich knows boim 


to ferve 'T bee in benour or di[bonour in good report or eyil' 


Thou, O Lord, art the fountain of goodne[[e, and. bo» 
HOW; T bou art clotbed with excellent Majesite, make me 
to partake of. thy excellency. for Wwifdame , JufHice,. and 
mercy, and 1 (ball not. want that degree of Flonour. and 
Maje[He, which becomes tbe Place in which thou baf?. fet 
"ty who art the lfter up of my bead, and my falvation. 

Lord, by tby Grace,lead me $o thy Glory, which is both 
trie and eternall, 


22. lpon. His AMajeflies leaving Oxford, 


and gorge tothe Scots. 


Lihough God hath given Me three King. 
coms, yet in thefe He hath not now left Me 
any place, where I may with Safetie and Honour 
rcft my Head : »üewing Me that himfelf is the fa. 
fe ft 


On 
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feft Refuge, and the ftrongeft Tower of defence, 
in which 1 may put my Truft. 

In thefe extremities , 1 look not to man fo 
much as to God; He will hàve it thus, that Í may 
wholly caft my Self, and my now diftreffed at- 
fairs upon his mercie, who hath both hearts and 
hands of all men in his difpofe. 

What Providence denies to Force, it may grant 
to Prudence: Neceísitie is now my Counfellour, 
and commands Me to ftudie my fafety by a dif- 
guifed withdrawing from my chiefeft ftrengrh, 
and adventuring upon their Loyaltie, who firft 
began my troubles, Happily God may mike 
them a means honourably to compofe them, 

This my confidence of Them , may difatm 
and overconte chem , ray rendring my Períon 
to Them , may engage their affections to Me, 
who have oft pro'efled, "They fought not againft Me, 
but for Me.— 

I muft now refolvethe riddle of their Loy. 
altie, and give them opportunitie to let che world 
fee , they mean not what they do, but what 


they fay. 


Yet muft God be My chiefeft Guard; and My . 


Conícience both My Counfellour and My Com- 
fotter: Though I put My Body into their hands, 
yet I fhall referve My Soul to God, and My Self; 
norÍfhallany neceísities compell Me , to delerc 
Mine Honour, or fwerve from My Judgement. 
What 
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Whatthey fought to take by force, fhall now 
be given them in füch a way of unufuall confi- 
dence of them , as may make them afhamed not 
to be really fuch as they ought;and profeffed to be. 

God fees it not enough to deprive Me of all 
Militarie power to defend My felf; but to put Me 
upon uíing their power, who íeem to fight a- 
gainft Me, yet ought in dutie to defend Me. 

So various are all humane affairs , and fo ne- 
ceísitous may the ftate of Princes be, that their 
greateft danger may be in their fuppofed fafetie, 
and their fafetie in their fuppofed danger. 

I muft now leave thofe, that have adhered to 
Me, and applieto thofe that have oppofed Me; 
this method of Peace may be more profperous, 
then that ef. Warre , both to ftop the effufion of 
bloud, and to clofe thofe wounds already made: 
and in it 1 am no lefle folicitous for My Friends 
faletie, then Mine own ; chofing to venture My 
Self upon further hazards, rather then expofe their 
relolute Loyaltie to all extremities. 

Itis fome skill in play to know when a game 
is loft; better fairly to give over, then to conteft 
In vain. 

I muft now ftudie to reinforce My judgement, 
and fortifie My mind with Reaíon and Religion; 
that I may nort fcem to offer up My Souls libertie, 
or make My Confcience their. Captive; who 
ought at firít co have ufed Arguments,not Arms, 
to 


h 
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to have. perfwaded My  confent to their new 
demands. | 

" [thank God, no fücceffe darkens or difguifes 
Truth to Me, and I fhall no lefle conform my 
"words to my inward dictates now , then if they 
had been, as the words of a Kixa. ought to be 
among loyall Subjects, fullof power. 

Reafon is the diyineft power: I. fhall never 
think my Self weakned while 1 may make full 
and free ufe of that. No eclipfe of outward for. 
tune fhall rob Me of that light; what God hath 
denied of outward ftrength, his grace, I hope, 
will füpplie with inward refolutions ; not moro- 
fitie to denie what is fit to be granted, but not to 
grant any thing, svhich Reafon and Religion 
bids Me denie. | 

I fhall never think my Self leffe then my Self, 
while I am able thus to preferve the Integritie of 
my Confcience , the onely Jewel now left Me, 
whichis worth keeping. — — 


0 thou Sovereigne of our Souls , the oncly Commander 
of cur Confciences , tbougb [now nót Ybat to do , yet 
mine eyes are towards I bee: "To tbe protection of thy 
mercy 1 Still commeud ny Self. 

Js thou baft preferved me in the day of BBattel.[o thou 
can$t [Hill f[bew me thy [trengtb in my Weaknefs. —— 

(Be thou tinto me in my darkefl night, a pillar of. fire, 
to enligbten and. dire£k me; in the day of my bottejt affi "x 
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£Hon, be alfo a pillar ef. cloud to over[badow and. protett 
Me; be to Me botb a Sunne and a Sbield. 

Thou knowe[t , that it is not any perverfene[fe of will, 
but ju/E perfwaftons of. FImour, Reafon , and Religion, 
which bave made Me thus farre to bazard m) Per[on, 
(Peace , aud. Safety , againft. thofe that. by force bave 

fought to wrefl tbem from Mt. 

Suffer uot my just refolutions ta abate with my outward 
Forces, Let a good Confcience al'vayes accompany Me, in 
My greate[? folitude and defertions. 

Suffer Me mot to betray the powers of fReafon,and that 

Jortreffe of my Soul sbich Iam intrufled to keep for "Thee, 

Lead Me in tbe patbs of tby rigbteoufue[Te, and heu 
Me tby falvation, | 

Make my "ayes to pleafe 'Tbee , and tben thou wile 
make Mine Enemies to be at peace 'witb Me. 


23. pon the Scots deltvering tbe King to 
ihe Englifh and His Captiyity 4t Elolme- 
by. 

Et may IEfuftiie thofe Scots to allthe world 
in this , that they have not deceived Me, for 

I never trufted to them furtherthen to men: if I 

am Íold by chem, Lam onely forrie they fhould 

do it; and that my price fhould be fo much above 

my 5aviours. 
Thele are but further Effays, which God will 
have Me make of mans uncertaintie , the more 
to 
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to fix Me on himíelf , who never faileth them 
that truft in him : Though the Reeds of. Egypt 
break under the hand of him that leans on them, 
yetthe Rock of. Ifrael will be an. everlafting ftay 
and defence. 

Gods providence commands Mc to raiire from 
all to himfel£ , that in him I may enjoy my Self, 
which I lofe, while Ilet out my hopes to others. 

The folitude and captivitie , to which 1 am 
now reduced, gives Me leifure enough to ftudie 
the worlds vanitie and inconftancic. 

God fees it fitto deprive Me of Wife, Chil 
dren, Army, Friends, and Freedome, that 1 may 
be wholly his, who alone is all. 

I care not much to be reckoned among the Uin- 

fortunate, if I be not in the black Lift of irreligi- 
ous, and facrilegious Princes. 
No reftraint fhall enfnare my Soul in ftane, 
nor gain that of Me , which may make my Ence- 
mies more infolent, my Friends afhamed, or my 
- Name accurfed. 

They have no great caufe to triumph, thatthey 
have got my Perfon into their power , tince my 
Soul is ftill my own; nor fhall they ever gain my 
Confent againft my Conícience. 

Whatthey call obstinacie,| know God accounts 
honeft conítlancie, from which Reaíon and Re- 
ligion, as wellas Honour forbid Me to recede. 

'Tis evident now, thacit was not evil Coun- 
fcliouri 
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fellours with Me, but a good Conícience in 
Me ; which hath been fought againft; nor did 
thty ever intend to bring Meto my Parliament; 
till they had brought my mind to their obedience, 

Should I grant what fome men defire,I fhould 
be fachas they wifh Me; not morea King , and 
farte leffe both Man and Chriftian. 

What Tumults and Armies could not obtain; 
neither fhall Reftraint; which though it have 
as little of fafetie to a Prince, yet it bath not more 
of danger. 

T he fear of men fhall never be my fnate; nor 
fhall the loye of any libettie entangle my Soul: 
Better others betray Me , then my Self : and that 
the price of my libertie fhould be my Confci- 
ence; the greateft injuries my Enemies feek to in- 
flict upon me,cannot be without my own confent 

While I can denie with Reafon ; I fhall defeat 
the greateft imprelsions of their malice, who nei- 
ther Know how to ufe worthily, what I have al. 
readie gtanted ; nor whatto require more of Me 
but this; F hat I would feem willing to help them 
to deftroy My Self and Mine: | 
. Although they fhould deftroy Me; yet they 
fhall have no caute to defpife Me. | 

Neither liberte nor life are fo dear to Me, as the 
peace of my Conítience, the Honour of my 
Crowns,and the welfare of my people, which my 
Word may injure more then any Warre can do; 
while Egradifiea few to oppretle all: Sw 
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The Laws will, by Gods blefsing, revive,with 
the love and Loyaltie of my Subjects; if I burie 
them not by my confént, and cover them in that 
grave of difhonour, and injuflice , which fome 
mens violence hath digged for them. | 

If my captivitie or death muft be the price of 
their redemption; I grudge riot to pay it. 

No condition can make a King miferable, 
which carries not. with it, his Souls; his Peoples; 
and Poflerities thraldome. 

After-times may fee, what the blindneffe of 
this Age will noc, and. God may at length fhew 
my Subjects ,tliat I chofe rather to füffer for them, 
then with them : happily 1 might redeem my 
Self to fome fhew of libertie, if | would confent 
to enflave them: I had rather hazard the ruine of 
one King , then to confirm many Tyrants ovet 
them ; from whem I pray God deliver them; 
Wbatever becomes of Me , whofe folitude hath 
not left Me alone, 


For "Thou, 0 God, infmitely god, aid great , art with 


- Me, Wbofe prefence is better then life , and whofe. Jervice 
$5 perfect frcedome. 


On Me for tby. Servant , and I. [hall never baye 
c4tfe to. complain for want of tbat. liberty , vebich bo: 


| comes a Man, a Christian, and a King, 


i 


| BlefJe Me fi with (Reafon, as a Man; itl Religion; 
a$ à Chriflian; and Yitb Conflancy in. flicesas a King. 
| Thougk 
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"Though "Thou. fuffereft Me to be. flript of. all outward 
ornaments , yet. preferve Me eyer in. thofe enjoyments, 
apberein I may enjoy thy felf ; and which cannot be.taken 
from Me against My will. 

Let no fire of affli£tion boyl ever My pafsion to. any 
impatience, or [ordid fears. — 

T here be many fay of Me, I here is no belp for Me: do || 
thon lift up tbe light of tby Countenance upon Me, and I 
fall neitbey ant fafety, liberty , nor Majesty. 

Give Me tbat meafure of patience and conflancy, which 
yy condition noW requires, 

My Slrengtb is [cattered, My expe&lation fron Men 
defeated, My per[on restrained: O be not tbou farre from 
Me, lest My enemies prevail too much against Me» 

I am become a wonder, and a fcorn to many: Q be tbou 
my Helper and defender. 

Sbew fome token upon Me for good, that they that bate 
Me maj be a[bamed , becaufe tbou Lord, bast bolpen and 
comforted Me: establif. Me with thy free Spirit, that 1 
may do and fuffer thy will, as thou wouldst bave Me. 

(Be mercif ull to Me, O0 Lord , for my Soul trustetb tn 
Thee; yeayand in tbe [badow of thy wings will I make my 
refuge uintill tbefe calamities be overpast. | 

Arife tq deliver Me, make no long tarryirig, 0 my God; | 
T bougb thou killest Me, yet ill I trust in thy mercy, and 
my Sayiours merit. E 

I kno that my (vedeemier livetb, thougb "Thou leadest | 
Me througb. tbe vale and [badow; of death , yet. [ball 1! 
fear une ill. N | 
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19) 
24. l'pon their denying Hi; AMajesty the 
ZIttendanceof His Chablains. 


EX 7 Hen Providence was pleafed to deprive 
VV of all other civill comforts, and. fe. 
cular attendants, I thought the abfence of them 
all might beft be upplyed by the attendance. of 
Íome of my Chaplains, whom for their Fun&ion 
I reverence, and for their Fidelitie I have caule to 
love. By their learning, pictie, and prayers, I ho. 
pedto be either better enabled to fuftain the want 
of all other enjoyments , or better fitted for the 
recovery and uíe of them in Gods good time : fo 
rcaping by their pious helpa fpiritaall hatveft of 
Brace amidít the thorns, and after the ploughings 
of temporall croffes; 

. The truth is, I never needed or defired more 
the fervice and afsistance of. men judicioufly pi. 
ous, and foberly devout. | 

The folitude they have confined Me unto, adds 

the Wildernelfe to my temptations: For the com. 
pany they obtrude upon Me, is more fad then 
any olitudecan be. | TON. | 

If I had asked my Revenues, my Power ofthe 


. Militia, ot any one of my Kingdoms, it had been 


) 


no wonderto have been denied in thofz things, 
Where the evil policy of. men forbids all juft re- 
fitution, leaft thcy fhould. confeffe aa injutious 
ufurpation: But to deny M: the Ghoftly comfort. 
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of my Chaplains, fvems a greater rigout and bar- 
barity, then isever ufed by Chriftians to the 
meaneft Prifoners, and greateft. Malefactours ; 
wl om thotgh the Juftice of the Law deprive of 
worldly comforts, yet the mercy of Religion al- 
lows them the benefit of their Clergie , as not 
aiming at once to deftroy their Bodies , and to 
damne their Souls. | 

But my Agony muft not be relieved with the 
prefence of any onc good Angel; for fuch I ac- 
count a Learned, Godly,and diífcreet Divine: and 
fuch I would have all mine to be. 

They that envy my being a King , areloth I 
Íhould be a Chriftian; while they feek to deprive 
Me of all things elíe, they are afraid I fhould 
fave my foul. | 

Other fenfe, Charity it felf can hardly pick out 
of thofe many harfh repulfes I received, as to that 
requeít fo ofteri rnade for the attendance of fome 
of my Chaplains. | 

I have fometime thought the unchrifliánnetfe 
of thofe denials, might arife from a difpleafure 
Íome men had to fee Me prefer my own Divines, 
before their Minifters: whom , though I refpect 
Íor that worth and piety which may be: in them; 
yetI cannot think chern fo proper for any prefent 
comforters or Phyficians ; who have ( fome of 
them at leaft ) had fo great an influence in. occa: 
fioning theíe calamities, and inflicting thefe 
woundsuponMe.  " ^ "JOE NOE 


BU" Decio. 195 
. Norarethe fobereft of them fo apt for that dc. 
votonall compliance, and juncture of hearts, 
which I defire to bear in chofe Bioly Offices to bc 
performed with Me , and for Me ; fince their 
judgements flanding at a diflance from Me,or in 
jealoufie of Me, orin oppofition againft Me,their 
Spirits cannot fo harmonioufly accord with 
mine, or mine with theirs, either in Prayer, or 
other holy duties; as is mee: and moft comforta- 
ble, whole golden Rule, and bond of Perfe&ion 
confiíls in that of mutuall Love and Charity.  . 
»ome remedies are worfe then the difeafe, and 
Íome comforters riore imiferable then. miferie it 
fef. when like 7; friends, they eek not. to for. 
tiic ones mind with patience ; but perfwade a 
man by betraying his own Innocency, to defpait 
of Gods mercy, and by juftitying theit injuries; 
to ftrengthen the hands; and harden the hearts of 
Infolent Enemies; | —— ^... vio ad 
I am Ío much a friend co all Church men thát 
have any thing in them bcfeeming that facred 
Function , that I have hazarded my ovin Inter- 
efls , chietly upon Confcience and. Conftancy 
to maintain their Rights; whom the more Í 
looked upon as Orphans , and uader the facri- 
legious eyes of many cruel and rapacious Re- 
formers ; fo I thought it my duty the moreto 
appear as a Father , and a Patron fot them and 


the Church; Although Fam. very unbandfomly 


2 r&qui- 


196 Eixóy Baciuut. 
requited by fome of them ; who may live to re- 
pent no leffefor my fufferings , then their own 
ungratefull errours, and that injurious contempt 
and meannelle, which they have brought upon 
their Calling and Períons. | 

I pitie all of them , I defpife none: onely I 
thought I might have leaveto make choice of 
Íome for my fpeciall Attendants, who were beft 
approved in my Judgement, and moft futable to 
my affection : For, I held it better to feem unde- 
vout, and to hear no mens prayers, then to be for- 
ced, or feem to comply with thofe petitions, to 
which the heart cannot confent , nor the tongue 
fay Amen, without contradicting a mans own un- 
derftanding, or belying his own foul. | 

In Devotions,I love neither profane boldneffe, 
non pious non-fenle; but füch an humble and ju- 
dicious gravity, as fhews the Speaker to be at 
once confíiderate both. of Gods Majeflie, the 
Churches honour, and his own vileneffe; know- 
ing whatthings God allows him toask, and in 
what manner it becomes a Sinner,to füpplicate 
the Divine Mercy for himfelf and others. 

| am equally fcandalized with all prayers, chat 
found either imperioully, rudely, and pafsionate- 
ly; as either wanting humility to God, or charitie 
to men, or refpecttothe duty. —— 

I confefle, 1 am better pleaíed, as with ftudied 
and premedizated Sermons , Ío with fuch Pub. | 

: lick —| 
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lick Forms of Prayer,as are fitted to the Churches 
and every Chriftians daily and common necefsi. 
ties, becaufe I am by them better affured, what. I 
may joyn my heart unto; then I can be of any 
mans extemporary fuffciency, which as I do not 
wholly exclude from publick occ.fions, fo I al- 
low its juft liberty and ufe in privateand devout 
retirements, where neither the folemnity of the 
duty, nor the modeft regard co others, do require 
Ío great exactneffe, as tothe outward manner. of 
performance. Though the light of uaderítand. 
ing, and the fervencie of affection , I hold th: 
main and moft neceffary requifites, both in con. 
ftant and. occafionall, folitarie and fociall Devo- 
tions, 

»o that I muft needs feem to all equall minds, 
With as much Reafon to prefer the fervice of my 
own Chaplains, before that of their Minifters, as 
I dothe Liturgy before their Dire&ory. 

Inthe one 1 have been alwayes educated and 
exercifed, in the other I am. not yet catechized, 
noracquainted : And if I were, yet (hould I noc 
by that, as by any certain rule and Canon of de- 
votion, be able to follow or find out the indire& 
extravagancies of. molt of thoíe men, who high- 
ly cry up that asa piece of rare compoíure and 
ufe; which is already as much. defpifed and difu. 
fed by many of them, as the Common-Pray 
er lometimes was by chofe men ; a great part t 
O 3 who e 
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whofe pietie hung upon that popular pin of xay: 
ing againft, and contemning the Government 
and Liturgie of this Church. But, Í had rather 
be condenined to.the wo of 7/7 foli, chen to that 
of Pe vobis EDypocritis, by feerning to pray what 
do not approve, T E 

ic may be, fam efteemed by my Deniers fuf- 
Rcient of my Self to difcharge my duty to God 
35 à Prieft, though not to Men as a Prince. | 

Indeed, I think both Offices, Regall and Sacer- 
dotàl, might well become the fame perfon;as an- 
ciendy they were under one name, and the uni- 
ted. rights of primogeniture: Nor could I fol- 
IóW. better prefidents, if I were able, then thofe 
two eminent Kings, David and Salomornot moré 
fagaous for their Sceptres and Crowns, then one 
was for dcvout Palms and Prayers, the other for 
nis Divine Parables and preaching : whence the 
one merited and affumed the name of a Prophet, 
the other of a Preacher. Titles indeed of greater 
honour, where rightly placed then any of thofethe 
Romane Emperours affected from the Nations 
they fubdued:it being infinitely more glorious, to 
convert Souls to Gods Church by the Word,then 
to conquer. men to a fübjection by theSword. 
. Yet [ince the order of Gods wifdome and pro- 
vidence hath, forthe moft part, alwayes diftin- 
cuifhed the gifts and offices o£ Kings, of Priefls, 


LS 


of Princés and Preachers;borh in the Jewifh and 


.Chri- 
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Chriftian Churches : Iam forry to find my Selt 
reduced to the necefsity of. beingboth, or enjoy- 
ing neither. 

For füch as feek to deprive Me of Kingly pow- 
er and Sovereignty would no lefTe enforce Me to 
live many months without all prayers , Sacra. 
ments, and Sermons;unlefTe become mine own 
Chaplain. 

As Low the Clergy the protection of a Chrifli- 
an Krxo,Ío I defire to enjoy from them the bene: 
fit of their gifts and praiers; which I look upon as 
more prevalent then my own or other mens; by 
how much they flow from minds more enlighte- 
ned, and affe&ions leffe diflra&cted , then thofe, 
Which are incombred with Secular affairs:befides, 
Ithink a greater. blefsing and acceptablenefle at- 
tends thoíe duties which are rightly performed, 
as proper to,and within thelimits of that calling, 
to which God and the Church have fpecially de- 
fiened and confecrated fome men:And however, 
as to the fpirituall government, by which the de. 
vout Soul is fubject to Chrift, & through his me- 
rits daily offers it felF and its fervices to God, eve- 
1y private believer is a King and a Priest, invested 
with the honour ofa royal Priesthood , yet as to 
Ecclefiastical order,and the outward polity of che 
Church,I think confufion in Religion will as cer- 
rainly follow every mans turning Priest or Preach. 
er;as it will in the Statewhere every one affects co 
rule as King. ()Ua T 
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I was alwayes bred to more modeft and I chink 


more pious Principles: the coníciouíneffe to my 
Ípirituall defects,omakes Me more prize and defire 
thofe pious afsiflances which holy & good Mini- 
ters, either Bifhops or Presbyters,may afford Me; 
el pecially in thefe extremities,to which God hath 
been pleafed to fuffer fome of. my Subjects to re- 
duce Me; fo as to leave them nothing more but 
my life to take from Me, and toleave Me nothing 
to defire, which I thought might leffe provoke 
their jealoufie and offence to deny Me,then this, 
of having fome means afforded Me for my fouls 
comfort and füpport. 

To which end I made choice of men, as no 
way ( that ID know ) fcandalous, fo every Way 
eminent. for their learning and pietie, no leffe 
then for their Loyaltie: nor can I Imagine any 
exceptions to be made againft them, but onely 
this, that they may feem too able and too weil 
affected toward Me and my fervice. 

Dut this is notthe firft fervice (as I count itthe 
beft ) in which they have forced Me to ferve my 
Self ; though I muft confeffe I bear with more 
grief and impatience the want of tiny Chaplains, 
then of any ether my Servants, and next ( 1f not 
bcyond in fome things ) to the being fequeftred 
from my Wife and Children, fince from thefe in- 


deed more of humane and temporarie affections, 


d 


but from thofe more of heavenly and eternall im- 
 provements may be cxpeéted. My 
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My comfort is, that in the inforced (not ne. 
glected) want of ordinarie means, God is wont 
to afford extraordinarie [upplies of his gifts and 
graces. 
IF his Spirit will teach Me, and help my infir- 
mities in praier:, reading, and meditation, ( as I 


hope he will) I fhall Reed no other, either Ora. 
tour or Inflracter, 


To Thee therefore, O my God , do IHHire& My noi 
Joltary prayers, "ebat I Yant of others belp, fupplie with 
the more immediate afsiflances of. tby Spirit, which alone 
can both enlighten My darkne J"L , 4d quicken. My 

 dulneffe. | 

0 n un of rigbteonfneffe, tbom facred Fountain of 
beavenly ligbt and beat, at once clear and warm my heart, 
both by inflruting of me, and imtercedine for me:In I hee 
5 all fulneffe ;/ From Thee all Juf ficiency :: By 'Thee is 
all acceptance. "T hon art company enougb , and. comfort. 
enough: Thou art my King , be alo my "Prophet and my 
Prieft. ule me, teach me, pray in me, for me , and be. 
thou ever with me. 

The Jingle refllings of Jacob prevailed with Thee, 
i that [acred Duell, "when be bad none to fecend bim 
but tby Self, wbo didfi a[sif? bim witb power to overcome 
thee , and by a welcome violence. to Yreff a blefsine 

from thee. 
-. O look ou me thy Servant , in infinite mercy mbom tbou 
did[l once bleffe xith the joynt and. fociated /Devotions of 


others, 
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others, 3»hofe fervencie migbt inflame tbe coldneffe of 
sy affetiimns tovards thee , ben we"ient to , or met 
án thy Eloufe :ith. the voice 'of joy and gladue[se, "wor- 
[hipping tbee in tbe unity of. [pirits , and With the bond 
of (Peace. | | 

O forgive tbe negle£t, and not improving tbofe bappy 
opportunities. 

Tt i5 noy thy pleafure tbat I fhould be as a Pelican in 
tbe YWilderneffe , a$ a Sparro on. tbe bonfe top, and as a 
coal fcattered from all tbofe pious glomings , and devout 
refletkions , wbich. might befl kindle , preferve, and in- 
creafe ibe boly fire of tby evaces on the /dltar of my beart, 
3»rbence the. acrifice of. prayers, and incenfe of. praifes, 
migbt be duly offered up to tbe. | 

Yet, O tbou that. breakef? mot tbe. bruifed Reed , mor 
quencest tbe fmoking Flax, do not defpife the weakne[fe 
of my prayers , nor tbe fmotberings of my Soul in tbi 
sncomfortable. lonene[fe ; to which. I am confhrained. by 
fome mens uncbaritable denialls of thofe belps , which 1 
mich want, and no leffe defire. —— 

O let tbe bardnefse of. their bearts. occafton tbe foften- 
ings of mine to Thee, and for Them. Let their batred | 
Kindle my love , let their unreafonable denials of my Re- — 
ligious deftres , tbe more excite my prayers to tbee-. Let 
their inexorable. deafne[fe incline thine eare. to me , olo 
art à. God eafte to be enutreated , thinà earé is not. beavy, 
that it cannot , nor thy beart bard, that it will not beare; 
nor.thy band.fhortened , tbat it cannot belp. Me tby defos 


late Supppliant. | 
"Thou. | 


4 hou peymitte[] men to deprive me of thofe outward 
weans , which tbou bat. appointed in tby Church; but they 
cannot debarre me. fyom tbe communion of. that imnvard 
grace, 'bicb thou alene breatbef? into bumble bearts. — 

O make me. fucb ,. and tbou'wilt teach me , thou wilt 
léare me , tbou wilt help me 3. "Ehe broken and contrite 
heart I know tbou wilt not de[pife. 

— "hou, O Lord, can[! at once make me thy Temple, thy 


ble béart (E alone ) daily offer up in boly meditations, fer- 
-"yent prayers , and. unfeigned. tears my felf to tbe; who 
| preparef! me for thee, d'wellefl in me,and accepteft of. me. 
(0 Thou, O Lord, didf* caue &y fecret fupplies and mira: 
| culous infufions, tbat tbe baudfull of. meal in the veffel 
| ffhould. not [pend , "or the little oyl in tbe cruife f«il the 
| Widow, during tbe time of drought and.deartb. 
|. O lock on my foul, wbich as a Widow, is now defolate 
and for|aken: let not tbofe [aying Trutbs I bave formerly 


learned now fail my memory , nor tbe. fiet effufions of 


thy Spirit, wbicb I bave fometime felt , noY be wantine 
£o my beart in. this. famine of. ordinary. and. wbolefome 
| food, for ihe refre[bing of my Soul. 

Whbicb yet I bad ratber choofe, then to. feed from tbofe 
| bands wbe mingle my bread Yitb a[bes, and my wine with 
! gall; rather tormenting, then teaching me; wbofe moutbes 
tare proner to bitter veproches of me, tben to bearty 
| prayers fer me. | 
c bou knowest , O Lord of truth , bow oft they wr] 
thy boly Scriptures to My deflruébion, (whicb are clear for 


their 
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- ÜPriefl, thy Sacrifice and thine Altar; wbile from an bum. 
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their fubjetlion, and my prefervation ) O let it mot be to 
their damnation, 

T bou, knowe$E hoyo. fome men. (under. coleur of long | 
prayers ) bave fougbt to devoure the boufes of their (Bre- 
thren, tbeir King, and their God. 

0 let not tbofe mens. balns break my bead , nor 23 
Cordialls oppreffe my beart:. I will evermore pray again[t 
their Yickedne]e. 

From tbe poyfon under their tongues from tbe [nares of 
their lips, from tbe fire, and the f'words of their words, 
ever deltyer MeO ee and all tbofe Loyall and eligi 
ous hearts, obo dd yt du delight in. tbe profperity of my 
foul, aud de eek by their prayers to relieve this fadne[Je, 
and folitude of tby Seryant, 0 my King, and my God. 


25. Penitentiall Meditations and Vows 
in the Kixas folitude at Holmeby. 


^Y Ive eare to my words, O Lord, confider my Meditae 
tion, and bearken to the Yoice of my cry, my Kmg 
aud my God , for unto thee Ywill Ipray. | 

T faid in my ba[le, I am caft out of. the faght of thine 
eyes, nevertbelejfe thou beare[T. the voice of my [upplica-. 
tion, Yben I cry unto tbee, 

If thou Lord [hould/? be extreme to márk wbat is doue 
ami[[e ibo can abide it? But tbere is mercy witb tbee,tbat 
thou mayefl be feared;tberefore (ball fimners fly unto tbee, 

Tacknowledee mmy. [ins befeve thee, wbich bae the aga 
gravation of my condition; tbe eminency of. my place, ad- 
ding Yeigbt te my offenzes. Forgive 
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Foreive, I be[eecb. thee, my Perfonall and my Peoples 
fins, wbich are fo farre mine, as. I baye not improved the 
power tbou gave[? Me, to thy elory and my Subjetts good: 
Thou ba$t now brougbt me. from tbe. elory and freedome 
of a King, to be a Prifoner to my own Subjetbs: Tufly, 
Ó Lord, as te thy overruling band becaufe im many things 
I bave rebelled again[] thee. | 

JM bougb thou baft veflrained My Perfon , yet enlarge 
m beart to thee, and tby erace towards Me. | 

I come farre fort of Davids piety ; yet. fince I may 
equall Davids affli&htons, vive me alfo the comforts and 
the fure mercies of David. 

Let tbe penitent fen[e I baye of iy fims,be an evidence 
to me, that thou bafE pardoned them. | 
... Let not. tbe evils, sbich Land my Kinedomes baye 

Jffered ,- [cem little unto thee . tbougb tbou ba$t not pu- 
ni[hed us accordimg toowr. [ins. 

Turn thee, (0 Lord) unto me, bave mercy upon me, 
for Lam defolate and af flitled. | 

Tbe forroYws of. my beart are enlarged, O bring tie out 
of my troubles. 

Flaf] tbou forgotten to be. eracious , and fut up thy 
loving kindne[Je in dipleafure? 

O remember. thy compa[sions of old , and tby. loving 
Kindne[Jes, wobicb baye been for many generations. 

I bad utterly. fainted, if 1 bad not. believed to fee thy 
| goodnefJe in the land of tbe living. 
|. «Let not tbe fins of. our profperity deprive us. of tbe be. 
paefit of. thy af fictions. 


Let 
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Let this fiery. tríall confume tbe droffe , which in long 
peace and plenty we bad contratked. 

Though thou continwef?. miferies , yet Witbdraw not 
thy grace, wbat is wanting of profperity, make up in pa- 
tience and repeutance. 

And if thy anger be not. yet to be turned aYay, but tby 
band of. qu[Hice mul be fHretched out (Hill; Let it, I befeech 
thee, be againft me , and my Fathers bou[ez as. for thefe 
Jeep, what bave tbey done. PES dui 

Let my fufferings fatiate tbe malice of mine , and tby 
(Churches enemies? | 

(But let their. cruelty never. exceed tbe meafure of. ny 
charity. : i» ti i 53 

(Banifb. from me all thoughts of (Revenge that I may 
not lofe the reward, nor tbou tbe glory of my patience. 

As. thou eiveft me a. beart to forgive tbem , fo Ibe- 
feech thee , do tbou. forgive wbat they bave done againft 
thee and me. 

And noY», O Lord , as thou bafP. given me an beart to 
pray unto. thee s fo beare and. accept this Vow , which I 
make before thee: 

If tho wilt in. mercy remember Me , and My King- 
doms; In continuing the light of thy Gofpel , and fettling 
thy true (Religion among us: 


Invefloring w to the benefit of tbe Laws ; and tbe due 


execution of T .u[lice: E. S 
In fupprefsing tbe many Scbifmes in Church , and Fa- 
£lions in State: 


If. tbou wilt ve[Tore me arid mine tà the dncient rigbts, 
E 


and elory of my Predece[fours: 
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If thou ilt turn. the bearts of my people to tby fel in 

Prety, to me in Loyalty,and to one anotber in (Ibaritie: 
Jf tbou Yilt. quench. tbe flames , and witbdrai» the 
feel of tbefe Civil Warres: | 
Jf thou'wilt bleffe us owitb the freedome of publick 
Counels, and deliver tbe Fdonour of Parlaments from 
the infolencie of the vulgar: i | 

Tf thou wilt keep me from tbe great offence of enatcling 
any tbing againf? my Confcience ; and ejpecially from con- 
fenting to facrilegious rapines aud [poilings of tby C burcb: 

Tf tbou Yilt reflore me to. a capacity to glorifte tbeé in 
doing good, both to the Church and State: 

T hen [ball my foul praife tbee , and magnifie tby name 
before my People. 

Then (ball thy glory be dearer to me then my C. VOWHs; 
and the advancement of true (oeligion both in purity and 
pomer, be my chiefe$l care. xc um 

Then will I rule my People Yrith juslice, and my King. 
doms With equity. | 

To thy more immediate band ball I ever own, as the 
rightfull [uccefsion, fo the mercifull vefTauration of my 
Kingdoms, and tbe glory of. tbem. | 

Jf thou Yilt bring Me again with. peace , fafety, and 
- bonowr, to My chiefest City, and my Parliament: 

If thou. ilt again put the Sword of Tuflice into my 
- band, to puni[b and proteti: 

T ben will I make all the world to fee, and my very Ene- 
mies to enjoy the benefit of tbis Vow «nd rif lution of 
| Chriffian charity, which D now make unto thee, O Lord. 

: p 


208 Eie) Bain 

As I do freely pardoa. for (Cbriffs fake tbofe that baye 
effended me in any kind, fo my band [hall never be again[t 
any man to revenge wbat is pa[T, in regard of. any parti 
cular injury done to me. 

W^ bave been mutually puni[bed in our uinaturall di- 
vuifions; for thy fake, O Lord , and for tbe loveof. my 
(Q edeemer, bave I purpofed this in my beart, That Lwill 
ufe all means in the ayes of amne(1y, and indempnititie, 
ipbich may moff. fully remove all. fears, and bury al! jea- 
loufies in. forgetfulne[f'e. 

Let tby mercies be toward Me and Mine; 4$ my refo- 
lutions of "Trutb and Peace are toward my (People, 

Fheaye my prayer, O. Lord , "which goetb not out. of 
feigned lips. 

Bleffed be God, Ybo bath rot turned away mj prayer; 
nor taken bis mercy. from me. | 

O my. foul, commit tby way to tbe Lord, truft in bim, 
and be (hall bring it to pa[[e. 

But if. thou Wwilt not ro/Tore me and mine, wbat am I 
ibat I (bould cbarge thee. foolifbly? 

"Thou, 0 Lord, ba$t given, and thon baft taken, 'Blef-. 
fed be thy name. 

May my People and thy (Church be bappy, if not by me; 
yet Without me. 


26. M pon i 
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26 pon ihe Armies Surprifall of tbe K1w a. 


4t Holmeby, and tbe enfung | difira- 
Cons in tbetwo Houfer, the /lymy, and 
tbe Gty. 


V Hat part God will have Me now to act 
(WV. orfüffer, in this new and flrange fcene 
of affairs , Iam not much folicitoiüs : fome little 
practife will erve that man ; who onely feeks co 
reprefent a part of. honefty and honour. 

This fürprize of Me tells tlie world, that à 
K IN G cannot be fo low,but He is confiderable: 
adding weight to that Partie vrhere he appears. 

This motion, like others of che Times, feems 
excentrique and irregular, yet not well to be refi: 
fted or quieted: Better (wim dovzn fuch a ftream; 
then in vain to ftrive againít it. 

Thefe are but the ftruglirigs of thofe twins; 
Which lately orie womb enclofed ; the younger 
ftriving to prevail againftthe elder;what the Pres: 
byterians have hunted after, che Independents 
tiow feek to catch for themífelves. 

So impofsible is itfor lites to be dravzn from 
the centte, and not tó divide from each other, fc 
much the wider, by how much they go farthet 
from tlie point of Union. | 
, A hat the Builders of Ba/l fhould from divi- 
fton fall to confuficnjis mo vrondef; but tor chole 
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that pretend to build gersfalem , to divide their 
tongues and hands, is but an ill ozen , and founds 
too like the fury of thofe Zealots, whofe inte; 
fine bitterneffe and. divifions, were the greateft 
occafion of the laft fatall deftruction of that City. 

Well may I change my Keepers and Prifon, 
but not my captive condition, onely with this 
hope of bettering, that thofe who are fo. much 
profeffed Patrons for the Peoples Liberties, can- 
not be utterly againft the Libertie of their KING; 
what they demand for their own Conlíciences, 
they cannot in Reafon denie to Mine. 

In this they feem more ingenuous, then the 
Presbyterian rigour , who fometimes complain- 
ing of exacting their conformitie to Laws, are 
become the greateft Exactours of other mens fub. 
miísion to their novel injunctions , before they 
are ftamped with the Authority of Laws, which 
they cannot well have without my confent, 

lis a great argument, that the Independents 
think themfelves manumitted from their. Rivals 
fervice , inthat they carry ori a bufineffe of fuch 
confequence , as the affuming my Períon into 
the Armies cuftody, without any Commifsion, 
but that of their own will and power, Such as 
will thus adventure ona KIN G, muft. not be 
thought over-modeft, or timerous to carry on 
any defigne they havea mind to. | 

Their nex: motion , menaces and fcares both 
the 
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the two Houfes and the City : which foon-after 
acting over again that former part of tumultuary 
motions, (never queftioned, punifhed, or repen- 
ted) muft now fuffer for both, & feetheir former 
[in in the glaffe oftlie prefent tertours and diftra- 
Ctions, | 

No man is fo blind as notto fee lierein the 
hand of Divine Juftice;they that by Tumults firft 
occaftoned the raifing of Armies, muft now be 
chaftened by théir own Army for new Tumults. 

So hardly can men be content with one fin,but 
adde fin to fin , till the latter punifh the former: 
fuch às were content to fee Meand many Mem- 
ber$ of both Houfes driven away; by the fitítua- 
fuppreísed Tumülts,are novr forced to flie to. ari 
Armie, ot defend themfelves againft them. 

But who can. unfold the riddle of fome riens 
juftice? che Members of both Houfes who at 
fft. withdrew, ( as my Self. was forced to do) 
from the rudenefífe of the tumults, were counted 
deleiters, and otited oftheir places in Parliamenr; 

Such as ftayed thén, and enjoyed lie benefi 
of the camults, were afferted. for tlie oncly Par- 
liament men: now the fliers from, and forfakers 
of their Places, cairy the Parliamentary pow e 
| along with them, complain highly againft the 
| tumults, and vindicate themfzlves by ad Army: 
| füch as remained and kept their ítations, are 
looked upon as Abettours of cumultuary ipfolen- 
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cies, and bettayers of the Freedome and henour 
of Parliament. 

Thus is Power above all Rule , Order, and 
Law, where men look more to prefent advanta- 
ces,then their Coníciences,and the unchangeable 
rules of [uftice : while they are judges of others; 
they are forced to condemn themfelves. 

Now the plea againft Tumults holds good,the 
Authours and. Abettours of them are guilty of 
prodigious infolencies , when as before , they 
were counted as Friends, and neceffarie Afsi. 
flants. 

fee Vengeance purfües and overtakes ( as the 
Mice and Rats are faid to have done a. Bifhop in 
Germany ) them that thought to have efcaped and 
fortified themfelves moft impregnably againft 
it, both by theirmultitudeand compliance. — 

Whom the Laws cannot, God will punifIi;by 
their own crimes and hands. 

I cannot but obferve this Divine [uftice, yet 
with forrow and pity: for Lalwayes wifhed fo 
Well to Parliament and Citie, that I was forrie to 
fee them do, or füffer any thing unworthy füch 
great and confiderable bodies in this Kingdome. 

I was glad to feethem onely fcated and hum- 
bled, not broken by that fhaking: I never had 
foill a thought of thofe Cities , asto defpair of 
their Loyalue to Me; which miftakes might 

Hipie, but I never believed malice had. quite put 
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Í pray God the ftorm be yet wholly pafled o: 
ver them,upon whom Ilook,as Chrift did fome-. 
rime over Jerufalem as objects of my Prayers and 
tears, with compalsionate grief forcíecing thofe 
feverer fcatterings , which will certainly befall 
füch as wantonly refufe tobe gathered totheir 
duty : fatall blindneffe frequently attending and 
punifhing wilfulneffe, fo that men fhall not be 
able at lait, to prevent their forrows, who would 
not cimely repent of their fins; nor fhall they be 
fuffered to enjoy the comforts, who fecurely ne- 
gle&t che counfels belonging to their peace They 
wil find,that brethren in iniquity are not far from 
becoming infolent enemies, there being nothing 
harder, then to keep ill men long 1n onc mind. 
Nor is it pofsible to gain a fair period for thofe 
notions which go rather in a round and circle of 
fanfie, then ina right lineof Reafen tending to 
the Law, the onely centre of publick confiftency; 
whither I pray God at laft bring all fides. 

Which will eafily be done, when we fhall fully 
fee how rauch more happy we are, to be fubje& 
to the known Laws, then to the various wills of 
any men, feem they never fo plaufible at ficít. 

Vulgar compliance with any illegall and extra» 
vagant wayes like violent motions in nature,foon 
grows weary of it fel, and ends in a reíractorie 
fullennes: Peoples rebounds are oft in their faces, 
Who firft put them upon thofe violent ftrokes. 
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For the Army (which is fo farre excufable, as 
they act according to Souldiers principles, and 
interefts , demanding Pay and Indemnitie ) I 
think it neceffary, 1n order to the puhlick Peace, 
that they fhould be fatisfied, as far asisjuft; no 
man being more prone to confider thema then my 
Self: though they have fought againft Me, yet I 
cannot but fo farre efleem that valour and gal. 
lantry they have fometime fhewed, asto wifh 1 
imay never want fuch men to maintain my Self, 
my Laws, and my Kingdoms, in fuch a peace, as 
wherein they may enjoy their fhare and propor: 
uon as much as any men. | 


(But Thou, O Lord ,"boart. perfe£t Mnity in a fa- 
cred rmity, in mercy bebold. thofe, wbom thy gu[l!ice 
hath divided. 

Deliver Me frons tbe flrivings of my Deopleyand make 
Me to [ee bow mucb they need. my prayers and pitie, who 
«greed to fieht against Me, aud yet are now ready to fight 
agaimyl ope. another, to tbe continuance of my Kingdoms 
diflya£tions, | 

Difcover to all fides tbe wayes of. Peace, from wbich 
they bave Jamarved; which confifls not in the divided. wils 
of parties but in tbe joint «2 due obfervation of the Las 

Make Me "willing £0 go wbitber thou wilt lead Me by 


* tb Providence; and be T bou ever with. Me, that I may 
[ce tby conflancie in tbe worlds varietie and chanyes. 
.. "Make Me even fuch ai Ihou wouldft bave Me, thai.I 
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may at la$i enjoy tbat (afcty aud tranquility, wbich Ton 
alone can[t give Me. 

— DDivert, I pray thee, O Lord, tby beavy vratb ju$Hy 
banging over tbofe populous Cities, wbofe plenty 1s prone 
to adde feel to their luxury , their wealth to. make them 
Yoanton, their multitudes tempting tbem to fecurity, and 
their fecurity expofing tbem to unexpetked mi[erus. 

Give them eyes to fee, hearts to confider, wils to em- 
brace, and courage to a&b thofe things Yobicb beloug to Ihy 
Glory and tbe Publick Ceace, leall their calamity come 
upon them as an armed man. 

Teach them, that. they cannot want enemies, bo. a- 
bound in fine, nor fball they be long undi[armed and un- 
deftroyed, who Yith a bigb band perfifling to figbt agaiit 
Thee, and. the clear conyiélions of. their. on confciences, 
fight more again[! tbemfelves then ever they did again[l me 

Their fines expofing tbe to thy T'ustice, their riches 
too thers injuries, their number ta tumults, and their tu. 
mults to confufion. 

Thougb tbey bave with. much forwardneffe belped to 
deftroy Me, yet let not. y fall be tbeir vuine- 

Let. Me not fo much. confider , either Yebat. they bave 
done, or I bave fuffered,, (chiefly at fir[l b) them ) as. to 
forget to imitate wy. crucified (Redeemer, to plead tbeir 
ignorance for their pardon. and in my dying extremities 
to pray to Lbee, Q. Father o forgive them, for they kneiw 
not obat tbey did. 

"Ihe tears they bave denied Me in wy faadefF condition, 
giva tbem gvace to beso, upon tbem[elyes, Yo the leffe 
j P 4. thv 
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they were for Me , the more caufetbey have to weep for 
tbemfelves. | 

let wot. my bloud be. upon them. and tbeiy Children, 


bom tbe fraud and faction of feme, not tbe malice of | 


all, bave excited to crucifie Me, | 

(But Thou, O Lerd, canft., and wilt ( as Ibou did[] my 
(Redeemer. ) botb exalt and perfe&t Me by my Jufferings, 
Yhtcb baye more in they of tby mercy, then of mans cru- 
city, or tby own juflice, 


27. dotbe'Princeof N Vales, 


S On, if thefe Papers, with fore others, where- 
In I have fet down the private reflections of 
my Conícience,and nsy moft impartial thoughts, 
touching the chief paffages, which have been 


moft remarkable or dif. puted in my late troubles, 


come to iyour hands, to whom they are chiefly 
defigned; they may be fo farre. ufefull to You, as 
to flate your Judgement aright in what hath paf- 
led; whereof, a pious is the beft ufe can be made: 
and they may alfo give you fome directions, how 
to remedie the prefent diflempers, and prevent 
(1f God will ) thelikefor time to come. 

It is Íome kind of deceiving and leffening the 
injurie of my long reftramnt, when I find my 
leifure and folitude have produced fomething 
worthy of my Self, and ufefull to you: That nei- 
ther you,nor any other, may hereafter meafüre my 
| 7: s ES 
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Caufe by the Succeffe ; nor my. Judgement of 
things by my misfortunes; which I count the 
greater by farre, becaufe chey have fo farre lighted 
upon you, and fome others, whom I have moft 
caufe to love as well as my Self; and of whofe un- 
merited fufferings I have a greater fenfe then. o£ 
mine own. | 
But this advantage of wifdome you have a- 

bove moft Princes; that you have begun , and 
now Ípent fome years of difcretion, in the experi- 
' ence of troubles, and exercife of patience, where: 
in Pietie, and all Virtues , both Morall and Poli- 
| ticall, are commonly better planted to a thriving, 
- (as trees fet in winter) then in the warmth , and 
| ferenitic'of times, or amidft thofe delights which 
. ufüally attend. Princes Courts in. times of. peace 
and plentie; which are prone , either to root üp 
all plants of true Virtue and Honour ; or to be 
| contented onely with fome leaves, and wither. 
ing formalities of them, without any recall fruits, 

[uch as ted to the publick good; for which Prin- 

ces fhould alwaies remember they ate born, and 
- by providence defigned. 
|(.. The evidence of which different education the 

 holie Wit affords us in the contemplation of Dz- 

—vid and (Reboboam : The one prepared, by many 

affiótions for a flourifhüing Kingdome, the 

'ether foftened by the unparallel'd profperitie of 

"Solomon; Court; and fo corrupted to the great 
diminution, 
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diminution, both for Peace, Honour, and King- 
dome, by thofe flatteries , which are as unfepa- 
rable from Profperous Princes , as Flies are from 
fruit in fümmer; whom adverfidie, like cold wea- 
ther drives away. | 

I had rather you fhould be Charles le boon , then 
le Grand, good, then great: I hope God hath de- 
figned you to be both , having fo early put you 
into that exercife of his Graces, and Gifts beftow 
ed upon you , which may beft weed out all viti« 
ous indlindtions, and difpofe you to thofe Prince- 
ly endowments, and employments , which will 
moft gain the love , and intend the welfare of 
thofe, over whom God fhall place you. 

With God I would have you begin and end, 
who is King of Kings; the Sovereigne difpofer 
of the Kingdoms of the world, who pulleth 
down one, and fetteth up another. : 

The beft Government, and. higheft Sovereign. 
tie you can attain to is, to be fubje&t to him, that 
that the Sceptre of his. Word and Spirit may rule | 
in your heart, 

The true glorie of Princes confifls in advan- 
cing Gods Glorie, in the maintenance of truc Re- 
ligion, and the Churches good : Alfo inthe di- 
peníation of civil Power, with Tuftice and. Ho. 
nour to the publick Peace. 

Pietie will make you profperous; at leaft i 
will keep you from being milerable: nor is he | 

much | 
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much alofer tha: lofeth all , yet (aveth his own 
foul atlaft, - 

To which Centre of true Happineffe, God, 

I truft, hath and will gracioufly dire& all thefe 
black lines of Affli&tion, which he hath been 
pleafed to draw on Me, and by which he hath 
(Lhope) drawn Me nearer to himfelf. You have 
alreadie tafted of that cup whereof I. have libe- 
rally drank, which Hook upon as Gods Phyfick, 
having that in healthfulnefle, which it wants in 
pleafure, d ds 

Above all, lwould have you, as Í hope you 
are alreadie, well.grounded and fettled in your 
Religion: The beft profefsion of which , I have 
ever efteemed that of the Church of. Euglaud , in 
Which you have been educated; yet 1 would have 
your own Judgement and Reafon now feal to 
that facred bond. which education hath written, 
that it may be judicioufly your own Religion, 
and not other mens cuftome or tradition, which 
you profeffe. 

In this I charge you to. perfevere,, as coming 
neareft to Gods Word for Doctrine, and to the 
primitive examples for Government, with fome 
litdle amendment, which L have otherwhere ex- 
| preffed, and often offered, though in vain. Your 
| fixation in matters of Religion, will not be more 
neceffarie for your fouls , then your Kingdoms 
| peace, when God fhall bring you to them. 

For 
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For I have obferved, that the Devil of Rebelli- 
on, doth commonly tum himíelf into an Angel 
of Reformation; and the old Serpent can pretend 
new Lights: When fome mens Coníciences ac- 
cufe them for Sedition and Faction , they ftop its 
mouth with the name and noife of Religion; 
when Pietie pleads for peace and patience , they 
crie out Zea]. 

So that, unleffe in this point You be well fet- 
tled, you fhall never want temptationsto de- 
ftroy you and yours , under pretenfions. of re- 
forming matters of Religion; for that feems,even 
to Worlt men, as the beft and moft aufpicious be. 
inning of their worft defignes. 


Where, beides the Noveltie which is taking 


enough with the Vulgar, everie one hath an affe- 
&ation, by feeming forward to an outward Re- 


formation of Religion , to be thought zealous; 


hoping to cover thofe irreligions deformities, 


whereto they are confcious by a feveritieof cen- 


furing other mens opinions or actions. 


lake heed of abetting any Factions, orap- 


plyingtoany publick Difcriminations in matters 


of Religion, contrary to what is in your Judge- 
ment, and the Church well fettled ; your partial | 


adhering , as head , to any onefide , gains you 
not Ío great advantages in fome mens hearts, 


(who are prone to be of their Kings Religion) as 


it lofeth you in others ; who think themíelves, 
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and their profefsion fift defpifed , then perfecu. 
ted by you. Take fuch a courfe , as may either 
with calmneffe and charitie quite remove the 
feeming differences and offences by impartialitie, 
orío order affairs in point of Power, that you 
fhall not need to fear or flatterany Faction. For if 
ever you fland in need of them, or muft fland co 
their courtefie, you are undone: The Serpent will 
devoure the Dove: you may never expect leffe of 


. loyaltie, juftice , or humanitie, then from thofe, 

| Who engage into religious Rebellion : Their in- 
| terelt is alwaies made Gods; under the colours of 
, Pictie, ambitious policies march, not onely with 


| greateft fecuritie, but applaufe , as to the popula- 
| cie; you may heare from them 7acobs voice , but 


you fhall feel they have Efass hands. 


Nothing feemed leffe. confiderable then the 


! Presbyterian Faction in Eueland , for many years; 
| fo compliant they were to publick order: nor 


] 
| 


indeed was their Partie great either in Church, o£ 


| 9tate, as to mens judgements : but as foon as 


diícontents drave men into Sidings ( as ill hu- 


mours fall to the difaffe&ted part, which caufes 


;inflammations) fo did all, at firít, vrho affe&ted 


any noyelties, adhere to that Side, as the moft re. 


p markable and fpecious note of difference (then) 


in point of Religion. 
Al] the leffer Factions at firft were officious Sei: 


pvants to Presbyterie, their great Mafter :. till time 


and 
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and militàrie fucceffe difcovering to cach their 
peculiar advantages, invited them to part flakes, 
and leaving the joynt ftock of uniform Religiori, 
pretended each to drive for their Partie the trade 
of profits and. preferments , to the breaking and 
undoing not onely of the Church and State , but 
even of Presbyterieit fel£f, which fceemed and 
hoped at firft to have ingrofféd All. 

Let nothing feem little or defpicable to yo in 
inatters which concern Religion & the Churclies 
eace , fo asto neglecta fpeedie rcforming and 
efle&uall fuppreísing Errours and Schifímes , 
which feem at fitft but as a hand-breadth , yet 

by feditious Spirits, as by ftrong winds, are foon 
made to cover and darker the Whole Heaven; — | 
When you have done jufticeto God, your own 
foul, and his Church , in the profesion and pre- 
fervation both of trüth and unitie in Religion; 
the next main hinge on which your profperitie 
will depend, and move, is, that of Civil Juftice, 
wherein the fettled Laws of thefe Kingdoms; to 
which you are righdy Heire , are the nioft excel- 
lent rules you can govern by ; which by an ad 
mirable temiperanaent give very much to Sub: 
jects induftrie, libere , and happineffe; and yet 
teferve enough to the Majeftie and. prerogative 
ofany King, who owns his People as Subjects, 
notas Slaves; whofe fubje&tion , as it preferves. 
their propertie, peace, and fafeie, fo it will neve. 
| diminiíh 
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diminifh your Rights, nor their ingenuous Li. 


berties; which confifls in the enjoyment of the 
fruits of their induftrie, and the benefit of thofe 
Laws to which themíelves have confented. 

Never.charge your. Head with füch a. Crowrn, 
as fhall by its heavineffe oppreffe the whole bo- 
die, the weaknelfe of whofe parts cannot return 
any thing of ftzength, honour, or fafetie , to the 
Head, but a neceflary debilitation and ruine. —— 

Your Prerogative is beft fhewed, and exercifed 
in remitting , rather then exacting the rigour of 
the Laws ; there being nothing worfe then legall 
Tyrannic. 

In thefe two points, the prefervation of effa- 
blifhed Religion , and Laws , 1 may (without 
. Vanitic) turn the reproch of My fufferings , as to 
- the worlds cenfure, into the honour. of a kind of 
. Martyrdome , as to the teftimony of My own 

Conícience: The Troublers of My Kingdoms 
- having nothing elfe to object againft Me, but 
this, That I preferre Religion, and Laws eftabli- 
Íhed,before thofe alterations they propounded. 
And ío indeed I do , and ever. fhall , cill Fam 
convinced by better Arguments , then what hi. 
therto have been chiefly ufed towards Me; Tu- 
mults, Armies, and Prifons; 
I cannot yet learn that. leffon, nor I hope ever 
»will you , That itis fife fora King to gratifie 
any Faction with the. perturbation ot the Laws, 
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in which is wrapt up the publick Intereft , and 
the good of the Communitie. | 


How God will deal wich Me , as to the remo- | 


vall of thefe preffures, and indignities, which his. 


juftice by the very unjuft hands of fome of My | 


Subjeéts,hath been pleafed to lay upon Me,lIcan- 
not tell: nor am I much folicitous what wrong I 


füffer from men, while retain in My oul, what | 


I believe is right before God. 
I have offered all for Reformatiori and Safetie, 


that in Reafon, Honour, and Conícience I can; 
reíerving onely what 1 cannot confent unto; 


D— 


without an itreparable injurie to My own Soul, | 


the Church, and My People, and to You alío, as | 
the next and undoubted Heire of My Kingdoms. | 
To which if the divine Providence, to whom | 


ho difficulties are infuperable,, fhall in his due 
tme after My deceafe bring You , as L hope he 
will, My coünfell and charge to You , 1s; That 
You ferioufly confider the former, reall, or obje- 


&ted miícarriages ; which might occafion My | 


troubles, that You may avoid chem. 


Never repofe fo much upon any mans fingle | 


counfel, fidelitie,and difcreuon , in managing af 
Rirs ofthe firft magnitude (that 1s, matters of Ree 
ligion and Juftice) as to create in Your icf, or o- 
thers,a diffidence of Your own judgement, which 


- "inl 


is likely co be alwaies moxe conftant and imparti- 


Allto theinterefts of your Crown and Kingdome; 
J odo 
thcn any mans. INCXL; 


| 
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Next beware of exafperating any Factions by 
crofleneffe and afperity of fome mens palsions, 
humours, or private opinions, imployed by you, 
grounded onely upon the differences in leffer 
matters, which are but the skirts and fübutbs. of 


| Religion. 


Wherein a. charitable connivence and Chritdi- 


| an toleration often diii pates cheir ftrength, when 


rougher oppofition fortifies; and puts the defpi: 


| fed and oppreífed Partie, intofuch Combinas. 
| ons, as may moft enable them to get a full re- 
| venge on thofe they count their Perfecutors, who 
| are commonly aísifted by that vulgar commife: 
| ration, which attends all that are faid to fuer un- 


der the notion of Religion. 
Provided, the differences amoiint not to ari iri- 
folent oppofition of Laws and Government , or 


! Religion eflabliflied, as to the effentials o£ them, 
? fuch motions and ninings are intolerable, 


Alwayes keep up folid piety; and thofe funda. 


| inentall Fruths, (which mend both hearts and 
| lives of men) with impartiall favour and juftice. 


A 'ake heed that outward circmftances and for- 


| malities of Religion devour notall, or the beft in- 
| couragements of learning, induftry, and pietie . 
| but with an equal eye and imipartiall hand, diftri. 


! bute favours and rewards to all men, as you find 


them for their real goodnefle,both in abilities and 


,fidelitie, worthy and capable ofthem; 


Q. "T hii 
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This will be fure to gain you the hearts of the 
beft, and the moft too; who, though they be not 
c cod themfelves , yet are glad to fee the feverer 
wayes of virtue at any time, fweetned by cempo- 
rall rewards, ! 

I have, you fee, conflited with. different and 
oppofite Factions; ( forío I muft needs call and 
ccuntall tchofe, that act not in any conformitie to 
the Laws eftablifhed in. Church and State ) no 
fooner have they by force fübdued what they 
counted their Common Enemie,(that is;all chofe 
that adhered to the Laws, and to Me) and are le- 
curcd from that fear, but they are divided to fo 
high arivaltie, as fets chem more at defiance a- 
caimft each other,then againft their fiift Antago- 
nifts. 

Time will difsipate all Factions, when once 
the rough horns of private mens covetous and 
ambitious defignes , fhall difcover themfelves ; 
which were at ficft. wrapt up and. hidden under 
che foft and fmooth pretenfions of Religion, Re- 
formation, and Liberty: Asthe Wolf is noc leffe 
cruel, fo he will be more juftly hated, when he 
(hall appear no better chen a Wolf under Sheeps 
clothing. 

But as for the feduced train of the Vulgar,who 
in their fimplici follow thofe difguifes; my 
charge and counfel to you, is, That as you need 
0o palliations for any dcfignes (as other men) fo 
that 
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that you fludy really to exceed (in true and con- 
ftant demonftrations of goodnes, piety, and vir- 
tue towards the People) even allthofe men, that 
make the greateft noife and oftentations of. Reli. 
gion: fo you fhall neither fear any detection ( as 
they do,who have but the face & mask of good- 
nes) nor fhal you fruftrate the juft expectations of 
your people; who cannot in reafon promife chem- 
felves (e much good from any fubjects novelties, 
as from the virtuous conftancy of their King. — 

When thefe mountains of congealed Factions, 
fhall by the Sunfhine of Gods mercie , and the 
fplendour of your virtues,be thawed and dilsipa, 
ted and the abufed Vulgar fhall have learned,thac 
none are greater Opprelfours of their Eftates, Li. 
berties, and Confciences, chat thofe men, that en- 
title themfelves, The Patrons and Vindicatours of 
them, onely to ufurp power over them: Let then 
no paísion betray youto any ftudy of revenge 
upon thofe, whofe own fiane and folly will fu'- 
ficiently punifh chem in due time. 

Butas foonas the forked arrow of facüious 
emulations is drawn out, ufe all Princely artsand 

clemencie to heal the wounds; that the fmart of 

| the cure may not equal the anguifh of the hurt. 

I have offered Acts of Indemnitie, and Oblivi- 
on, to fo great a latitude, as may include ail, chat 

| can but fufpe& themfelves to be any way ob- 

! noxious to the Laws; and which aug: ferve 
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to exclude all future jealoufies and infecurities. 
I would have you alwayes propenífe to the farae 
way, when ever. it fhall be defired and accepted, 
let it begranted ; not onely asan act of State po- 
licy and necefsity, but. of Chriftian charitie and 
choice. | 

It is all I have now left Me, power to forgive 
thofe, that have deprived Me or all; and thank 
God, I have a heart to do it; and joy as much in 
this grace, which God hath given Me , asin all 
my former enjoyments; for this is a greater argu- 
ment of Gods love to Me, then any profperity 
can be. | 

Be confident ( as I am ) that the moft of all 
fides, who have done amiffe, have doneío, not 
out of malice, but mifcinformation, or mif-ap. 
xehenfion of. things. 

None will be more loyall and faithfull to Me, 
and You, then thofe Subjects, who fenfible of 
their Errouts, and our Injaries, will feel intheir 
own fouls moft vehement motives to repentance, 
and earneít defires to make fome reparations for 
their former defects. 

As Your qualitie fets you beyond any duel 
with any Subje&t, fo the noblenefle of Your mind 


s you 
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you will be to expe& all love and loyaltie from 
them, and to infli& no punifhment upon them 
for former mifcarriages: You will have more 
inward complacency in pardoning one, then in 
punifhing a thouíand. 

This I write to you, not d:fpairing of Gods 
mercy,and my Subjects affections towards Y ou; 
both which I hope you will ftudy to deferve, yet 
We cannot merit of God, but by his own mercy. 

If God fhall fee fit co reftore Me, and You at- 
ter Me, to thofe enjoyments , which the Laws 
have afsigned to Us, and no Subjects without an 
high degree of guilt and finne can deveft Us of; 
then may I have better opportunity, when I fhall 
be fo happy to fee You in peace, to let You more 
fully underftand the things that belong to Gods 
glory, Your own Honour, and the Kingdoms, 
peace. 

But if You never fee my face again, and 
God will have Me buried in fuch a barbarous 
Imprifonment and obícurity, ( which the perfect- 
ing fome mens defignes require ) wherein few 
hearts that love Me, are permitted co exchange 2 
word, ora look with Me; Ido require and :a- 
treat You as your Father and your KING, that 
You never fuffer your heart to. receive the leat 
check againft, or difaffe&ion from the true Reli 
gion eftablifhed in the Church of. England | 

— I tell you, have tried it; and after much fearc » 


(0/5 and 
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and many difputes, have concluded it to be the 
beftin che world; not onely in the Community, 
as Chriftian,but alfo in the fpeciall notion, as re- 
formed , keepingthe middle way, between the 
pomp of fuperftitious Tyranny, and the mean- 
neíle of fantaftick Anarchy. 

Not but that ( the draught being excellent as to 
the main, both for Doctrine and Government, 
in the Church of England) fome lines, as in. very 
good figures, may happily need fome fwectning, 
or polifhings which might here have eafily been 
done by a (afe and gende hand,if fome rnens pre- 
cipitancy had. not violently demanded fach rude 
alterations, as would have quite deftroyed all the 
bezuue and proportions of the whole, 

Thefcandal of thelate Troubles, which fome 

, may object, and urgete you againft the Prote- 
ftant Religion eftablifhed in England, is eafily an- 
Íwered tothem, or your own thoughts in this, 
That ícarce any one who hath *been a Beginner, 
or an active Prcfecutour ofthis late Warre,againft 
the Church, the Laws, and Me, either was, or is 
a true Lover, Embracer, or Practifer of the Pro- 
teítant Religion, eftablifhed in England, which 
ncicier gives fuch rules , nor ever. before fet füch 
examples. 

Is true, lome heretofore had the boldneffe to 
prefent. threatning Petitions to their Princes and 
Parliaments , which others of the fame Fadt- 

ons 
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ons ( but of worfe Spirits) have now put in exe- 
cution : but let not counterfeit and diforderly 
zealabate your value and efteer of true pietie, 
both of them ate to be known by theix fruits:the 
fweetneffe of the Vine and Fig.tree is notto be 
defpifed , though the Brambies and Thorns 
fhould pretend to bear Figs and Grapes, thereby 
to rule over the Trees. 

Nor would I have you to entertain any avería- 
tion, or diflike of Parliaments ; which in their 
right conftitution with Freedome and. Honour, 
will never injure or diminifh your greatnefle but 
will rather be as interchangings of love, loyal- 
tie, and confidence, between Prince and bis 
People. 

Nor would the events of this black Parliament 
have been other then fuch ( however much biaf- 
fed by Factions in the Ele&tions ) if it had been 

«eferved from the infolencies of populár dictates 
and tumultaary irprefsions - The fad effects of 
which will, no doubt, make All Parliaments af- 
ter this, more cautious to preferve chat Freedome 
and Honour, which belongs to (vch Affemblies, 
( when once they have fally (haken off this yoke 
of Vulgar encroachment ) fince the publick in- 
tereft confifts in the mutuall and common good, 
both of Prince and People. 

Nothing can be more happy for al, then in 
fair, grave, and Honourable wayes to contro t€ 
Q 4 their 
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their Counfcls in Common, enaéing all things 
by publick confent, withouttyrannie or tumults, 
We muft not flatve ouríelves, becaufe fome men 
have fur.eited of wholfome food |, | 

Andif neither Y, nor you, be ever reftored to 
Our Rights, but God in his fevereft juftice, will 
punifh my Subjc&ts with continuancein their fin, 
and füHer them to be deluded with the profpe- 
ride of their wickedneffe ; I hope God will 
give Me, and you that grace, which will teach 
and enable Us to want , as well as to wear a 
Crown , which is not worth taking up or en- 
joying upon fordid, difhonourable, and irreli. 
glous terms. 

Keep you to true principles of pietie, vir- 
tue, and honour , you íhall never want a King- 
dome. : 

A principall point of your honour will con- 
fift, in your conferring all zefpect, love, and pro: 
cétion to your Mother, my Wife; who hath 
many way:s deferved well of Me, and chiefly 
1n this , that ( having been a means to bleffe 
Me with fo many hopefull Children, all which 
with their Mother, I recommend to yourlove 
and care ) She bath been content with incom- 
parable m2gnanimity and patience, to fuffer both 
for, and with Me, and YOU. 0. PAM 

My prayer to God Almighty is, ( whatever 
becomes o: Me, who am, E thank God, wrapt n 

| | '^ 4 and 
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and fortified in my own Innocence, and his 
Grace) that he would be pleafed to make You an 
Anchor , or Harbour rather, to thefe toffed and 
weather-beaten Kingdoms ; a Repairer by Your 
wildome, juftice, pietie, and valour, of what the 
folly and wickedneffe of [ome men have fo farre 
ruined , asto leave nothing entire in Church or 
State; to the Crown, the Nobilitie, the Clerg:c;or 
the Commons, either as to Laws, Liberties , E.- 
ftates, Order, Honour, Conícience, or Lives. 

When they have deftroyed Me, (for Iknow not 
how farre God may permit the malice and crucl- 
tie of my Enemies to proceed , and füch appre- 
henfions fome mens words and actions have al- 
ready given Me) asI doubt not but my bloud 
will crie aloud for vengeance to heaven; fo I be- 
Íeech God not to poure out his wrath upon the 
generalitie of the People, who have either defert- 
ed Me, or engaged againft Me, through the arti- 
ficeand hypocrifie of their Leaders , whofe in. 
Ward horrour will be theit firft Tormenter, nor 
will they efcape exemplarie judgements. 

For thoíe chat loved Me, I pray God they may 
have no miífe of Me, when l am gone; fo much 
Iwifh and hope, that all good Subjeóts may be 
faisfied with the blelsinos of. Your prefence and 
virtues. : 

. For thofethat repent of any defects in their 


dutie toward Me , as Hreely forgive them in the 


w ord 
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word of a Chriftian KING, fo I believe You 
will find them truly zealous , to repay with in- 
tereft chat loyaltie and loveto You, which was 
due to Me. i 

In fumme, what good I intended, do You per- 
form , when God fhall give You power: much 
good I have offered , more I purpofed to Church 
and State, if times had been capable of it. 

T'he deception will (oon vanifh,and the viz:rds 
will fall off apace: This mask of Religion on the 
face of Rebellion, (for foit now plainly appears, 
fince my Reftraint and cruel ulage , that. they 
fought not for Me, as was pretended ) will not 
long ferve to hide ome mens deformities. 

Happie times , IL hope , attend You, wherein 
Your Subje&ts (by their miferies) will have learn- 
ed, that Religion to their God , and Loyaltie to 
their King , cannot be parted without both their 
finne andftheir infelicitie. j 

I pray God bleíle You, and eftablifh Your 
Kingdoms in righteouíneffe , Your Soul in true 
Religion , and Your honour in thelove of God - 
and your People. 

And if God will have difloyaltie perfected by 
my deftruction , let my memorie ever with my 
name live in you , as of your Father , that loves 
you, and oncea KING of three flourifhing 
Kingdoms; whom God thought fit to honour, | 
not onely with the Sceptre and Government of | 
them, 
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them, but alío with the fuffering many indigni- 
ties, and an untimely death for them; while ! 
ftudied to. preferve the Rights of the Church, 
| the power of the Laws , the honour of my 
| Crown, the priviledge of Parliaments, the liber. 
| ties of my People, and my own Conícience, 
| which,I thank God, is dearer to Me then a thou. 
| fand Kingdoms. 

|  Iknow God can, Ihope heyet will reftore 
| Meto my Raghis. I cannot defpair either of his 
| mercie, or of my Peoples love and piti. 

At worft, I[truft, E fhall but go before you to 
| a better Kingdome, which God hath prepared 
| for Me, and Me for it , through my Saviour Je- 

fus Chrift, to whofe mercies [commend you, 
! andall Mine. 

Farewell, till We meet , if. not on Earth , yet 

| in Heaven. | 


| Meditations upon IDeatb , after tbe Votes 
of. 2NCon- AddrejJes, and Hs. . M a- 
jEsTIES clofer imprifonnent in Ca- 


risbrook- Cattle. 


| A S I haveleifure enough, fo I have caufe more 
| then enough, to meditate upon, and prepare 
for My Death : For I know, there are but few 


|. flepsibetween the Prifons,and Graves of Princes. 
It 
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It is Gods indulgence, which gives Me the 
fpace; but Mans crueltie , tchat gives Me the fad 
occafions for thefe thoughts. 

For, befides the common burden of mortalitie 
which lies upon Me, asa Man ; I now bear the 
heavie load of other mens ambitions, fears, jea- 
louftes, and cruel pafsions , whotfe envie or en- 
mitie againft Me, makes their own lives feem 
deadly to them, while I enjoy any part of Mine. 

I thank God , My profperitie made Me not 
wholly a Stranger to the contemplations of Mor- 
talitie : 

Thofe are never unfeafonable, fince this is al- 
wayes uncertain : Death being an eclipfe, which 
oft happeneth as well in clear, as cloudie dayes. 

But My now long and fharp adverfitiejhath fo 
reconciled in Me thofe naturall Antipathies, be- 
tween Lite and Death , which are in all men, 
that I thank God, the common terrours of it are 
difpelled; and the ípeciall horrour of it, as to My 
particular, much allayed: for although My death 
at prefent may juftly be reprefented co Me with 
all thofe terrible aggravations, which the policie 
of cruel and implacable enemies can put upon 
it; ( affairs being drawn to the very dregs of. ma- | 
lice ) yetIble(fe God , I can look upon all thofe 
flings, as unpoyfonous, though fharp; fince My. 
Redeemer hath either pulled them out, or gi» | 
ven Me the antidote ef hi5 Death againít them; | 

Wüatcn 
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| which as to the immaturitie , unjuftice, fhame, 
fcorn , and crueltie of it, exceeded what ever 1 
| can fear. 
| Indeed , I. never did find fo much the life of 
Religion, the feaft of a good Conícience, and the 
brazen wall of a judicious integritie and conftan- 
| cie, as fince I came to thefe clofer conflicts with 
| the thoughts of Death. 
lam not fo old, as to be weary of life; nor (I 
| hope) fo bad, asto be either afraid to die , ora- 
: fhamed to live: true, Iam foafHlicted, as might 
| make Me fometime even defire to die , if I did 
| not confidet, that it is the greateftglory of a Chri- 


| ftians lifeto die daily , in conquering by a lively 
| faith, and patient hopes ofa better life, thofe 
f pardall and quotidian deaths, which kill us ( as 
Pit were) by piece-meals , and make us overlive 
I our own fates, while We are deprived of health; 
I honour, libertie, power, credit , fafetie, or cftate; 
land thofe other comforts. of deareft. relations; 
I which are as the life of oir lives. 
|. Though, asa KING, I think My felf to 
| Jive in nothing temporall fo much, asinthelove 
I and good will of My people; for which , as ! 
T have fuffered many deaths, fo I hope, Lam not 
T in that point as yet wholly dead : notwitbítand- 
Jing, My Enemies have ufed all the poyfon of 
| falfitie, and violence of hoftilitie, co deftroy, fift 
f theloveand Loyaltie , which is in My Subjects, 


anc 
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| |l and then all that content of life in Me, which 
" from thefe I chiefly enjoyed. | TM 

Indeed , they have let Me but litte of life, 
and onely the husk and fhell (as it were) which 
their further malice and crueltie can take from 
Me; having bereaved Me of all thofe worldly 
comforts , for which life it felf feems defireable 
to men. | 

But, O my Soul ! think not that life too long, 
or tedious , wherein God gives thee any oppor- 
tunities, if not to do, yet to fuffer with fuch Chri» 
ftian patiencejand magnanimuty in a good Caufe, 
as are the greateft honour of. our lives , and the 
beftimprovement of our deaths. 

I know, that in point of true Chriftian valour, | 
it argues pufillanimitie to defire to die out of 
wearineffe of life; and a wan of that. heroick 
ereatneffe of fpirit which becomes a Chriftian in 
the patient and generous fuftaining thofe afflicti- 
ons, which as fhadows neceffarily attend us, 
while we are in this bodie; and which are leffen- 
ed orenlarged,as theSun of our profperity moves | 
higher, or lower: whofe totall abfence is beft re» 
compenfed with the Dew of Heaven. 

T he affaults of affliction may be terrible , like | 
Samfons Lion , but they yield much fweetnefle | 
to thofe , that dare to encounter and overcome | 
them ; whoknow how to overlive the wither- | 
ings of their Gourds withou: dilcontent or pee- | 


vifhneffe, | 


| 
i 
| 
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| vifhneffe, whilethey may yet converfe wich God. 


That I muft die as a man, is certain; that 1 may 


| diea King, by the hands of my own Subjects, a 


violent , fudden , and barbarous death , in the 


| flrength of My years , in the midft of My King- 
|! doms , My Fnends and loving Subjects being 
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helpleffe Spe&atours , My Enemies infolent Re- 
vilers and Triumphers over. Me , living, dying, 
and dead, is fo probable in humane reafon , that 
God hath taught Me not to hope otherwile, as to 
mans cruelie ; however, I defpair not of Gods 
infinite mercy. 

I know My life is the object of the Devils and 
wicked mens malice , but yet under Gods fole 
cuftodie and difpofall : Whom I do notthink to 
flatter for longer life, by feeming prepared to die; 
but I humbly defire to depend upon him, and 
to füubmit to his will both in life and death , in 
what order foever he is pleafed to lay them out 
to Me. I confeífe it is not eafte for Me to con- 
tend with thofe many borrours of death, where- 


| with God (uffers Me to be tempted ; which are 


equally horrid, either in the fuddenneffe of a bar- 


barous Affafination, or in thofe greater formali 


| cies, whereby My Enemies (being more folemnly 
| cruel ) will, it may befeck to adde ( as thole 
| did, who Crucified Chrift) the mockery of. Ju- 
| ftice , to the crucltie of Malice : 'ThatI may be 
| deflroyed, as with greater pomp and artifice , fo 


with 
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with leffe pitie , it will be buta neceffary policie 
to make My death appearas an act of Juftice, 
done by Subjeéts upon their Sovereigne ; who 
know that no Law of God or Man,invefls the 
with any power of Judicature without Me; 
much leffe againft Me : and who, being worn, 
and bound by all that is facred before God and 
man, to endeavour My prefervation ; muft pre- 
cend Juftice to cover their Perjurie. 

It is, indeed, a fad fate for any man to have his 
Eneinies to be Accufers ; Parties , and. Judges; 
but moft defperate, when this is acted by the in. 
folence of Subjects againft their Sovereign; 
wherein thofe, who have had the chiefeft hand, 
and are moft guilty of contriving the publick | 
Troubles , muft by fhedding My bloud, feem 
to waíh their own hands of that innocent 
bloud , whereof they are now moft evidently 
euilty before God and man; and I believe in 
their own coníciences too, while they carried on 
unreafonable demands, firft by Tumults , after 
by Armies, Nothing makes mean Ípirits more | 
cowardly-cruel in managing their ulürped power 
againft their lawfull Superiours , then this, the 
Guilt of their unjust Wfurpation ; notwithftanding; 
thofe fpecious and popular pretenftons of Juftice 
againR Delinquents , applied onely to difguife at | 
fitt the moalftroufne(f: of their. defigne, who | 
defpaired, indezd , of poffelsing the power and | 

' profis 
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profits ofthe Vineyard, till the Heir, whofe righ: 
itis, becaft out and flain, 

With them , my greateft fault muft be , char 
I would not either deftroy my Self. with the 
Church and State by my Word or not fuffer them 
to do it unrefifted by che Sword; whofe cóvetous 


. ambition no Concefsions of mine could ever yet 


either fatisfie or abate. 

Nor is it likely they will ever think, that 
Kingdome of Brambles, which fome men feck 
toetect ( at once weak , fharp, and fruicleffe, 
either to God or man ) is like to thrive, till wa. 
tered with the Royall bloud of thofe, whofe right 
the Kingdome is. | 

Well, Gods will be done: I doubt not but my 
Innocencie will find him both my Protectour, 
and my Advocate, who is my onely Judge, 
whom l own as King of Kings, not onely for the 


'eminency of his power and majeftie above them; 


but alfo for chat fingular care and. protection, 
Which he hath over them ; w^o knows them to 
be expofled toas many dangers (being the greatett 
Patrons of Law, Juftice, Order, and Religion on 
earth ) asthere be. either Men or devils, which 
love contufion. DA, 

Nor will he füffer thofe men long to profper 
in their 845el, who build it with the bones, aad 
cement it with the bloud of their Kings. 

Iam confidentthey will fad Avengers of my 
Br death 
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death among themftlves : the injuries I. have fü- 
flained from them , fhall be firft punifhed by 
them, who agreed in nothing fo much, asin op- 
pofing Me. 

T heir impatience to bear the loud cry of my 
bloud; fhall. make them think no way better to 
expiate it, then by fhedding theirs, who with 
them moft thirfted aíter mine. 

The fad confufions following my deftru&ion, 
are already prefiged and confirmed to Me , by 
thofe I have lived to Íce fince my troubles; in 
which God alone (who onely could) hath many 
wayes pleaded my caule;not fuffering them to go 
unpunifhed, whofe confederacy in. fin was their 
onely fecurity; who have caufe to fear, that God 
w:ll both further. divide, and by mutuall venge- 
ance, afterward deftroy them. 

My greateft conqueft. of deatb, is from the 
power and love of Chrift, who hath fwallowed 
up death in the viétory of his Refurre&tion, and 
the glory of his Atcenfion. 

My next comfort is, that he gives Me not one. 
ly the honour to imitate his example in fuffering 
for righteoufneffe fake, ( though obfcured by the 
fouleft charges of Tyranny and Injustice) but al- 
[o that charity, which is the nobles revenge upon, 
and victory over my Destroyers : By which 1 
chank God, Lcan both forgive them,and pray for 
them, that God would not impute my bloud to 
them 
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them further, then to convince them what need 
they have of Christs bloud to wafh their fouls 
from the guilt of fhedding mine. 

At prefent, the will of my Enemies feemst 
be their onely rule, their power the meafüre, and 
their fucceffe the Exactour, of what they pleaíeto 
call Justice, while they Hatter themíelves with che 
fancie of their own fafety by my danger, and rhe 
fecuritie of their lives and defignes by my Desth: 
forgetung, that as the greatest cemptations to fin 
are wrapped up in feeming profperities, fo the fe. 
verest vengeances of God are then most. accom. 
plifhed, when menare fuffered co complete their 
wicked purpofes. 

I blefle God, I pray not fo much tliat this bier 
cup ofa violent death may paffe from Mes that 
of his wrath may paíle fro all thofe, whofehands 
by delerting Me,are fprinkled,o: by acting& con. 
fenting to my death,ate embrued with my bloud. 

The will of God hath confined and concluded 
mine; I (hall have the pleafüre of dying, without 
any pleafure of. defired vengeance. 

This [think becomes a Christian toward | his 
Enemies, and a King toward his Subjedts. 

They cannot deprive Me of more then T àm 
content to:lofe, whea God fees fi; by their hands 
to take it from Me; whofe mercy I believe, will 
more then infinitely recompence, wàat ever by 
mansinjustice he is plealed to deprive Me cf. 

: Ka The 
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The glory attending my death will fat furpaffe 
All I could enjoy, or conceive in life. 

I fhall not want the heavie and envied Crowns 
e! this world , when my God hath mercifully 
crowned and confummated his graces with elo- 
ry, and exchanged the fhadows of my earthly 
Kingdoms among men for the fubftance of that 
heavenly Kingdome with himfelf. | 

For the cenfures of the world, I. know the 
[harp and neceffary Tyrannie of my Deftroyais, 
will fufficiently confute the calumnies of Tyran. 
ny againft Me. Iam perfwaded, Lam happie in 
the judicious love of the ableft & beft of my Sub- 
Jcéts, who do not onely pity and pray for Me,but 
wouid bc content even to die with Me,or for Me. 

- Lhefe know, how to excufe my failings as a 
Man, and yet to retain, and pay their duty to Me 
as their King; there being no;religious necefsitie 
binding any Subjects by pretending to punifh,in- 
finitely to exceed the faults and errours of their 
Princes; efpecially there where more then fuffici- 
ent Íatisfaction hath been made to the publick; 
the enjoyment of which, private ambitions have 
hitherto fruftrated. | 

Others, I believe ,of fofter tempers , and leffe 
advantaged by my ruine, do already feel fharp 
convictions, and fome remorfe in their confcien- 
ces; Where they cannot but fee the proportions of 
their evil dealings againft Me in the meafüre of 
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"Gods retaliations upon them, who cannot hope 
long to enjoy their own thumbs and tocs,having 
under pretence of paring others nails, been fo 
cruell as to cut off their chiefeft ftrength. 

The punifhment of the more infolent and ob- 
ftinate, may be like that of. Korab and his Com- 
plices (at once mutining againít both Prince and 
Prieft ) in fuch a method of Divine Juftice, as 15 
not ordinary the earth of the loweft and meancft 
people opening upon them, and [wallowing 
them up in a juít difdain of their ill-gotten and 
. worfe-ufed Authority: upon whofe fupport and 
ftrength they cbicfly depended for their building, 
and eftablilhing their defignes againft Me, the 
Church, and State. 

My chiefeft comfort in death confiftsin my 
peace, which Itruff, is made with God ; before 
whofe exact Tribunall I fhall not fear to appear, 
as to the Caufe fo long difputed by the Sword, 
between Me and my caulcleffe Enemies : where 
I doubt not, but his righteous judgement will 
confute cheir fallacy, who from worldly füccefte 
( rather like Sophiflers , then fouad Chriftians) 
draw thofe popular coaclufions for Gods appro- 
bation of their actions ; whofe wife providence 
(we know ) oft permits many eveats, which his 
revealed Word. ( the onely clear , (afe, and fixed 
rule of good aGtionsand good coníciences ) 1n a» 
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I am confident, the Tuftice. of my Caufe, and: 
clearneffe of my Confcience before God, and to- 
Ward my People, will carrie Me as much above 
them in Gods decifion , as their fücceffes have 
lited them above Me in the vulgar opinion: who 
coniider not,that many times thofe undertakings 
cí men are lifted up to Heaven ín the profperitie 
end applaufe of the world, whofe rife is from 
Hell, as to. the injurioufneffe and oppreísion of 
tie defigne. "The proíperous winds which oft 
hill the lails of Pirats, do 'not juftifte their piracie 
and rapine. 

I look upon it with infinite more content and 
quiet of Soul, to have been worfted in my en. 
forced eonteftation for, and vindication of the 
Laws of the Land, the freedome and honour of 
Parliaments, the rights of my Crown, the juft li- 
bertie of. my ?ubjcéts, and the true Chriftian Re- 
ligion in its Doctrine, Government, and due en- 
couragements, then if I had with the greateft ad- 
vantages of Succeffe, over-born them all; as ome 
men have now evidently done, whatever defigns 
they at firft pretended, 

. lhe prayers and patience of my Friends and 
toVing Subjects will contribute rnuch to the 
! weetening of this bitter cup, which I doubt not 
but I fhall more cheeríully take , and drink as 
irom Gods hand (if it muft be [o ) then they can 
give It to Me, whofe hands are unjuftly and bar- | 
b aroully lifted up againft Me. And 
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And, as tothe laft evenz, I may cem to ow 
more to my Enemies, then my Friends : while 
thofe will put aperiod to. the (innes and forrows 
attending this miferable life; wherewith thefe de- 
fire I migbt ftill contend. | 

I fhall be more then. Conquerour through 
Chrift enabling Me , for whom have hitherto 
fuffered : As he is the Authour of Truth, Order, 
and Peace , for all which I have been forced to 
contend againft errour, faction, and confufion. 

If I muft fuffer a violent death, with my Sav! 
our, itis but mortalitie crowned with Martyr- 
dome : where the debt of death, which I ow for 
finne to nature, fhall be raifed, as a gift of faith 
and patience offered to God. 

Which I humbly bcíeech him metcifully to ac- 


cept:and although death be the wages of my own 


fin, as from God, and the cffe& ot other finnes, 
as men, both againft God and Me; yet as ! hope 
my own finnes are fo remitted, that they (hall be 
no ingredients to imbitter the cup of my death; 
fo I defireGod to pardon their finnes , who are 
molt guilty cf my deftru&tion. 

The Trophies of my charitie will be moré 
glorious and durable over them , then their ill- 
managed victories ovet Me. 

Though their finne be profperous, yet they had 
need to be penitent , that they may be pàrdoned : 
both which I pray God they may obtain, that y 
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temporal] death unjuftly infli&ed by them , may | 
not be revenged. by Gods juft inflicting eter- | 
nall death. upon them: for I look upon the | 
temporal! deftruction of the greatcft King, as far 
icfie deprecable, then the eternal. damnation of 
the meaneft Subje. | 

Nor do I wifh other, then the fafe bringing of | 
the fhip to fhore, when they have caft me over- 
bord;though it be very ftrange,that Mariners can 
hind no other means to appeafe the ftorm them: 
Íclves have raifed,but by drownig their Pilot. 

! thank God, my enemies crueltie 'cannot pre- 
vent my preparation; whofe malice in this I fhall 
deleat, that they fhall not have the fatisfation to 
have deftroyed my Soul with my body:of whofe 
falvaion, while fomeof them have themfelves 
Ícemed, and taught others to defpair, they have 
onely difcovered chis, that they do not much de- 
fire it. 

Whofe uncharitable and cruel Reflraints, deny. 
ing Me even the aísiftance of any of my Chap. 
Luns, hath rather enlarged,then any way obftru&t. 
ed my acceffe to the Throne of Heaven. 


Vhere Thou divellest, Q King of Kings; wbo filles 
Heayen and Eartbyyebo avt the Fountain ef Eternal life, 
in apbom is no [badom of death, :- 

Thou, O God, art batb tbe just i filer of death upon 
t$, and the mircifull Saviour of us in it, and from it, 
Yea, 
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Yea, it is better for us to be dead to our [elves, and live 
in thee, tben by lving in our felves to be deprived of tbec. 


|[— OQ make the many bitter. ae gravations of my Death as 
| a Man, and a King, tbe Us ipt and advantages of 


| thy fpeciall eraces and comforts in my Soul,as a Chriflian. 


If tbou, Lord, wilt be with Me , I. [ball neither fear, 
nor feel any evil, though Ioalk through the valley of the 


| fhadow of deatb. 


"To contend "ith deatb is tbe work of a weak and mor- 
tll man: to overcome it, is the grace of thee aloue , wbo 
art tbe Almighty and immortall God. 

OQ my Sayiour, who kuowest Ww bat it is to die with Me, 
as a Man, make Me to. kno Yobat it is to paffe through 
deatb to lifewitb thee my God. 

"T hougb I die, yet Í Know, tbat thou My (R edeemer li- 
vef? for ever : tbougb thou. flayest me, yet tbou bat in 
couraged me to tru[L in tbee for eternall life. 

OQ witbdraY net thy favour. from me, which is better 
then life. | 

O be not farre from me , for I know not bow near a 
violent and cruel deatb is to me. - 

Hs tby Omnifcience, 0. God, difcovers , fo thy Omni- 
potence can defeat. tbe defignes of tbofe , mbo bave , or 
f^«l con[pire my deflruckion, 

O (bew me tbe goodnejse of tby will , tbrougb tbe wic- 
kednefJe of theirs. 

T bon eivefl me leave as a man to pray , tbat this cup 
say pafJe f rom me;but tbou bafl taugbt Me as a Chriffian 
by the tbe example of Chrift , to adde, not My will, but 
J bine be doie. ! Yea 
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Yea, Lord let our »ells be one by wbolly vefolving mine. | 
ito thine: let not the defire of life in Me be. fo great, às 
tat of domg or fuffering tby 9will in either life or death. | 
4s I believe , thou ba[T foreiven all the evrours of my 
life, fo I bope thon "wilt fave me. from tbe errours of 
"y death. | 
Make ime content. to leave tbe woylds notbine, that I. 
may Come really to enjoy all in tbee, who bajt made Chrift 
unto me i life, eaiu; and in deatb, advantage. | 
T houeb my Deflroyers forget their duty to thee aud me, 
Jet do not tbou,O Lord , forset to be merctf ull to then. 
For , "ibat profit is there in my, bloud , or in their 
gaming my Kingdoms, if they lofe tbeir oYn Souls? 
Ouch as bave not. onely refisled my Juft. Power |, but 
Y»bolly ufurped and turned it agaim[t my Self. tbougb tbey 
may deferve , yet. let them not receive to tbem[elves da- 
matin. | 
Thou madeft tby Sonne a. Sayiour to many that cruci- 
fied bim, voile at once be fuffered violeutly by tbem, and 
ét Yvillinely for them. 
O let tbe voice of his bloud be beard. for my Murder-: 
ers, louder tben tbe cry of mine againft them. 

(Prepare tbem for thy mercy by due convi£tions of their 
Jin, and. let tbem not at. once deceive and damn their own 
Souls , by fallacious pretenfions of Yruflice in deflyoying 
me , Y»bile tbe confcience of. tbeir unjust u[urpation of 
power again[t me, chiefly tempts them to ufe all extremi- 
Lies againfT me. 

O Lerd, thou. knowef? , I baye found their mercies to 
me 


Eià Bacowd. 251 
me 45 very falfe, fo very cruel; bo pretending to prejerve 
me, bave meditated nothing but m) ruine. 

O. deal not with. them as bloud-thirfly. and deceitfull 
men; but overcome tbeir crtelty Yitb tby compa[stor, and 
wy charity. 

And vben thou makeft. inquifition for My bloud, 0 
fprinkle their polluted, yet peuttent Souls, with the blond 
of tby Son, that thy deffroymg Angela) pa[[e over them, 

"D hougb. they think my &mgdoms on eartb too little to 
entertain at once. botb them and ma, yet let tbe capacious 
Kingdome of tbine infinite mercy at lafe receive both me 
and my enemies: 

Wbere being reconciled to tbee in tbe bloud of the fame 
Qedeemer, Ye [ball live farre above tbefe ambitious de- 
fires, bich beget fucb mortall enmities, 

W'ben their bands [ball be beavief2 , and crueleft. up 
upon.me , O let me fall into tbe arms of tby tender an 
eternall mercies: | 

That wbat is cut. off of my üfe inthis miferable mo: 
ment , may be repaied in tby ever blefed eternity. 

Lord, let thy Servant depart in peace, for wy eyes bave 
fen tby. falvation. 


Vota dabunt, quz bella ncgárunt. 


FINIS, 


. thin eye of Mercy , and let Thine infinite power - 
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A perfe Copie of private Prayers ufed by Flis 

^ MAJESTIE, mtbetoneof 
His Sufferings. 


M Prayer in time of Captivity. 
jy] Powerfüll and. Eternall God! to 
5| whom nothing is ío great, that it 
"iy44 may refift , or fo (mall, chat it is con- 
&| temned, look upon My Miferie with 


iB WISH 
NUN ; 


0 ISURPER re 


vouchíàfe to limit out fome proportion of delive. 
rance unto Me, as to Thee fhall ftem :moft con- 


! venient; let not Injurie, O Lord , triumph over 


Me; and let My faults by Thy hand be corrected; 
and make not My unjuft enemies the miniflers 


P ofthy Juftice: But yet My God, if in Thy wif- 


dome this be the apteft chaflifement for My un- 


* exculable tranfgrefsions; if chis ungratefull bon- 
| dage be fitteft for My over-high defires; if the 
| pride of my ( notenough humble) heart bethus 


— — 0) 


—- 


| 


: 


| 
^ 


: 


to be broken, O Lord, I yield unto Thy will, and 
cheerfully embrace what forrow Thou wilt have 
Me füffer: Onely thus much let Me crave of Thee, 
(Let my craving O Lord, be accepted of, fince it 
even proceeds from Thee ) that by Thy good- 
neffe, which is Thy fel, Thou wil fuffer fome 
beam of thy Majeftiefo to fhinein My mind, 


P that 1, whoin My greateft Afflictions acknow- 
| ledge it My nobleft Title to be Thy Crcauure, 


may 
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may ftill depend confidently on Thee. Let Calaz 
mitie be the exercife, but not the overthrow of 
My virtue. O let not their prevailing power be. 
to My deftruétion, And ifit be Thy will that they 
more and more vex Me with punifhment, 
yet , O Lord, never let their wickedneffe have 
[uch a hand , but that I may füill carry a. pure 
mind, and ftedfaft refolution ever to ferve Thee, 
without fear or prefümption, yet with that hum- 
ble Confidence which may beft pleaíe Thee; fo 
that at the laft [ may come to thy eternall King- 
dome, through the Merits of thy Son, our alone 
5Saviour Jefus Chrift, Zen. 


"hnotber Prayer, 
ja tss and moft mercifull Father, lcok 


down upon Me thy unworthy fervant, who 
here proftrate My felfat the Foor-ftool of Thy 
Throne of Grace; butlook u pon Me, O Father, 
through the Mediation, and in the Merits of Je- 
fus Chriftin whom Thou art onely well pleafed: 
tor, of. My felf Lam not worthy to ftand before 
Thee, orto fpeak with My unclean lips to Thee, 
moft holy and eternall God for as ia finne I was 
cenceived and born, fo likewife I have broken 
all Thy Commandments by My finfull mori- 
ons , unclean thoughts , evil words, and wicked 
Works; omitting many duties ought to do, and 
| committing 
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committing many vices which thou haft forbid- 


| den under pain of thy heavie difpleafi ure : as for 
| my fins, O Lord, they are innumerable; where- 
- fore I ftand here liable to all the miferies in this 


life , and everlafting l'orments in that to. come; 


if Thou fhouldft deal with Me according to My 


delerts. I confefle, O Lord, that it is Thy Mercie, 


(which endureth for ever,) and Thy compafsion 
(which never fails, ) which is the cauíe that I 
have not been long ago confumed:but with Thee | 
there is mercie and plenteous Redemption; in the 
multitude therefore of Thy Mercies, and by the 
Merits of Jefus Chrift, Iintrear Thy Divine Ma- 


: jeftie, that Thou. wouldft not enter into judge- 


ment with thy fervant , nor be extreme to mark 
what is done amiíle, but be Thou mercifull unto 


. Me , and wafh away all My fins with that pre- 
- cious bloud that My Saviour fhed for Me. And 
| Lbefeech thee, O Lord, not onely to wafh away 


CToOWÁe Am 


all My fins, butalío to purge My heart by thy 


. holy Spirit, from the droffe of my natural corru- 


prion; andas thou doeft adde daies to My life, 


| 1o good Lotd, I befeech "T'hee;to adde repentance 
to My daies , that when I have paft this mortal 


life, I. may be partaker of Thy everlafting King: 


| dome, through the Merits of. Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. men. 
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ALPyayer and (Confefsion , made in and. for 
the times of Afflickon. 


A Lmightie and moft mercifull Father , as it is 
£ Xonely Thy goodneffe that admits of Our 
imperfect Prayers , and the knowledge chat Thy: 
mercies are infinite, which can give Us any hope 
of Thy accepting or granting chem ; foit is our 
bounden and neceffary dutie to confeffe our fins 
freely unto Thee ; and of all men living, I have | 
moft need, moft reafon (o to do; no man having 
been fo much obliged by Thee , no man more 
grievoully offending Thee: that degree of know- 
ledge which Thou haft given Me, adding like- 
wife to the guilt oF. My cranfgrefsions. For was 
it through ignorance, that 1 fuffered innocent 
bloud to be fled by a falfe pretended way of Ju. | 
flice ? or that I. permitted a wrong way of Thy 
Worfhip, to be fet up in Scotland? and injured the | 
Bifhops in England ? O no; but with fhame and | 
grief 1 confefle , that I therein followed the per- | 
fwahions of worldly wifdome, foríaking the | 
Dictates of a right-informed Conícience; Where- | 
fore, O Lord, I have no excufe to make, no hope | 
left, but in the multitude of Thy metcies; for I | 
know My repeniance weak , and My prayers. 
faultie : Grant therefore mercifull Father , 1o to 
ftrengthen My repeatance, and amend my pray- 
er$ , that thou. mayeft clear the way for Thine 
| own | 
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| ownmercies , to which O let Thy Juftice at laft 
| give place , putting a fpeedie end to My deferved 
| atlictions. In che mean time give Me Patience to 
| endure, Conflancie againft Temptations , anda 
| diícerning fpirit , to choofe what is beft for Thy 
| Church, and People, which thou haft commit- 
J ted to My Charge. Grant this , O moft mercifull 
|. Father for thy Sonne Jefus Chrifls (ke, our onc- 
| ly Saviour. Zen. 


A Prayer in time of imminent Danger, 


| Ó Moft mercifull Father , though My finsare 

Ío many and grievous,that I may rather ex- 
I fpect the effets of y anger, then fo great a de- 
| liverance , as to free Me from My prelent great 
| danger; yet, O Lord , fince Thy mercies are over 
(allthy works , and Thou never faileft to relieve 
'allthofe who with humble and unfeigned repen- 
(tance come to Thee for füccour, it vere to mul. 
[tiplie, not diminifh My tranfgreísions to defpair 
[ of thy heavenly favour: wherefore I bumbly de- 
| ftre thy Divine Majetflie, chat Thou wilt not one- 
ly pardon all My fins, but alfo free Me out ofthe 
[hands , and prote& Me from the malice of My 
(cruel Enemies. But if Thy wrath againft My 
Ihainous offences will not otherwayes be fatisfied, 
[then by fuffering Me:o fall under My prefent at- 
fli&ions, Thy will be done; yet with humb'e 


Íim por- 


, 
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a importunite , I do, and fhall never leave to im: 
LL plore the afsiffance of Thy heavenly Spirit , that 
Mly caule, as Iam thy Vicegerent may not fuffer 
through My weakneffe, or want of courage. O 
Lord, fo ftrengthen and enlighten all the facul- 
ties of My mind , that with clearneffe I. ma 

fhew forth Thy Truth, and manfully endure this 
bloudie Triall, that fo My fufferings here may 
not onely glorifie Thee, but likewife be a fur. 
therance to My Salvation hereafter. Grant this, 
O mercifull Father, for his fake who fuffered for 
Me, even Jefus Chrift che Righteous. Jfmen, — — 
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À Copie of a Letter which was fent from the 
(Prince to the KIN G,; Dated from 
the ZZaeue, Jan. 23. 1648. 


SIR, 


| H Aying no means to come to the Knoybledot of your 
| MajefHes prefent condition, but fuch as I recetve from tbe 
Prints, or (1pbich is as uncertain) (Report; I bave fent 
this Bearer Seamour to wait upon your Majeflie, and 
to bring me au account, of it 5 that. I may withall a[fure 
Jour Majeflie , I do not onely pray for your MajefTie ac- 
cording to my Dutie , but [hall alivayes be ready to do all 
Yhich [ball be in my power, to deferve that ble[sine wbich 
Inow bumbly bee of your Maje[He upon 


SIR, 


: Your Majefliés 

Hague, | 

jan. 23. mof bum ble and moft 

| 1648. | 
obedient fon and fervant, 


CHARLES, 


The Superfcription vas chus, 
Forthe King: |. 
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^ true Relation of the Kings Speech to tbe. Lády 
Elifabeth, aud tbe Dukeof Glocefter, 
the. day before. His Death. 


[ [Is Children being come to meet Him, He 
E À fiit gave his blefsingtothe Lady Elifabetb; 
and bade her remember to tell her Brother Tames, 
when ever Íhe fhould fee him, That it was his Fa: 
thers laft defire that he fhould no morelook upon 
( barles as his eldeft Brother onely;but be obedient 
unto hims his Sovereigne; and thatthey fhould 
love one another,& forgive their Fathers enemies. 
Then faid the King to her , Sweet-heart you] for- 
get this: No (laid fhe) I fhall not forget 1t while I 
live: And pouring forth abundance of Tears, 
promifed Him to write down the Particulars. 


 Thenthe King takingcheDuke of Glocefler upon 


his Knee, faid, Sweetheart, now they will cut off. | 


thy Fathers Head; (Upon which words the Child 
looked very ftedfatlly on him.) Mark Child what 
Lay, They will cut off My Head, and perhaps 


make thee a King:But mark what I fay,Y ou muft | 


not bea King fo long as your Brothers, Charles & 


James do live: For they will cut off your Brothers | 
heads (when they can catch them, )and cut offthy | 
head too at the laft: and therefore charge you,do 


not be made a King by them. At which the Child 


Iighing, faid, I will be torn in pieces firft. Which | 


falling fo unexpectedly from one fo young , it 


made the Ane rejoyce exceedingly. dno- 


] 
| 
| 

F 
| 
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Anüther (Relation. from the Lady Elifabeths 
own Fland. 


VW Hat the King faid to me the 29** of ga. 
y nuarj 1648. being the laft time I had 


the happinefle to fee Him. He told me; He was 
glad I was come , and although He had not time 
to fay much, yet fomewhat He had to (y to me, 
Which he had notto another, or leave in writing, 
becaufe He feared their Crueltie was füch, as that 


| they would not have permitted Him to write to 
: mc.He wifhed me notto grieve and torment my 


felt for Him; for that would be a glorious death 
that He fhould die;it being for the Laws and La- 
berties of this Land,and for maintaining the true 


| Proteftant Religion: He bid me read. Bifhop A- 


| drews Sermons, £fookers Ecclefia[licall Politie , and 
| Bifhop Lauds Book againft Fi/ber, which would 
! ground me againít Poperie. He told me, He had 
| forgiven all His Enemies, and hoped God would 
| forgive them alfo; and commanded Us, and all 


| the reft of my Brothers & Sifters to forgive them: 
| He bid metell my Mother, T hat his thoughts had 


|. never ftrayed from Her,and that His Love fhould 


| be the fame to the laft, Withall He commanded 


me and my Brother to be obedient to Her. And 


| bid mefend his Bleísing to the reft of my Bro- 


| thers and Siflers, with Comniendation to all His 
| Friends : So aftex He had given me His Bleliing; 
| I cook my leave. $2 


Ne P 
Further; 
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Further,He commanded ls all to forgive thofe 
people, but never to trust them; for they had been 
most falfe to Him , and to thofe that gave them 
power,and He feared alío to their own fouls; And 
defired me not to grieve for Him, for He fhould 
diea Martyr ; And that He doubted not but the 
Lord would fetde His Throne upon his Son;and 
that We fheuld be all happier;then We could have 
expected to have been,if He had lived: With many 
other things;which at prefent I cannot remember 


Elizabeth, 


Another (Relation. from the Lady. Elizabeth. 


^[7He KING faid to the Duke of Glocefler; - 
lp that He would fày.nothingto him but what 
was for the good of his foul : He told Him, that 
He heard that the Armie intended to make him 
King; butit was a thing not for him to take up- 
on him , if he regarded the welfare of his Soul; 
for he had two Brothers before him ; and there- 
fore commanded him upon His blefsing, never 
to accept of itunleffe it redounded lawfully upon 
him: and commanded him to fear the Lord; and 
he would provide for him. 


C o[t4 Vera. 


16) 


CHARLES. 


FINIS. 


Àn Epitaph upon King 


O0 falls that flately Cedar, while it flood 
(X2 That was tbe onely elory of. the Wood ; 

Great C F1 AR L E S, thou eartbly God, celestial Man, 
: Wbofe life, like otbers, though it were a [pan ; 

Yet in that [pan was comprebended more 

T ben Barth batb waters, or the Ocean (bore : 

T by beavenly virtues Angels [hould rebearfe, 

Tt is a theam too high for bumane Verfe : 

Fle that would know thee rigbt, then let. bim look 

lWipon thy vare incomparable Book, 
| And read it ore and ore zowbich if be do, 

Feel find thee King, and Prieft, and Prophet too; 
! And fadly fee our loffe, and though in cvain, 

With fruitleffe wi[hes call tbe back again: 

AN fall oblivion fit upon tby Fierfe, 
Touch there Were neither Monument, nor Verfe. 
| Thy Suffrings and tby Death let no man name, 

It was tby Glory, but tbe Kingdomes Shame. 
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